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Jemmy and }'enny FefJamy:
CHAPR L -

May more properly be called an intro-

 dultion to  the enfuing biffory, than
“ a'part of it. .

gEMMY and Jenny Jef

famy, were originally dif-

cended from two male

branches of the fame Fa-

mily, as it may be reafon-

_ _ ¥ ably fuppofed, they both

being of she fame name, and: having the

fame efcutchion ; ~ but to trace how far

- Vou. L B © . the

. «
A
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2 The HISTORY o ‘
the relationthip between them was remo-
‘ved, would require much time and tiouble

in examining old records, memorandums,
‘and church regifters, ‘and coft more than
‘the acquifition would be worth, as it could
iqt -be found any way material to the *

iftory.

It fhall therefore’ fuffice to fay, that
Jemmy was the only fon of a gentlemdn’
of a competent .eftate, and Jenny fole
daughter and heirefs of a wealthy mer-
chant ; — that theyr parents had always
called coufins, — had lived with each other
in the moft. perfect friendfhjp, the tokens
of whigh - gach feemed equally defirous
fhould continue beyond the grave ; and, to
this end, refolved cn a marriage betweén
their children.” provided thar when they ar-
rived at years of maturity, neither of them

should have any objection to fuch ap-upion.

As this agreement was very early made,
and the accomplifhment of it was feris
-oufly-wifbéd for by both parties, ajl imar
-ginable czre.was taken to excite in -the
«children a mutual affeftion for each other,
.and to make the name of love famijliar to

- them long before they knew what was
_meant by the words, much lefs could have
-any notion of the paffion, ~~ depending'-on
-#lus maxim pf the poet.;. o :

' . Children,



Jemmy and ’wav— Jessanmy, 3

. } ) : .
Childrenf like tender oziers, take the
bow, ' -
And as they firft are fathon’d, ftill will
grow. : ‘

Jemmy, who had four years the ad-
vantage of Jenny, was taught to call her
his little wife, even while in her cradle,
and Jenny no fooner began to fpeak than
fhe was made to fay fhe loved her huf-
‘band Jemmy in her heart.

As their years increas’d, and they be-
came capabK: of receiving the firft rudi-
ments of education befitting their diffe-
rent fexes, Jemmy was fent to Eton, and
Jenny to a boarding-fchool at a fmall
village not far from London ; but to at-
tone for this feparation, they were inftruct-
ed, by -thofe who had ‘the-care of them,
to write little epiftles to each other,
which they di¢tated in terms fuitable to
their age and innocence, and ferved to kee
alive that fpirit of affe&tion, which h
been inculcated in their more - early in-
fancy. — When the times of breaking up
“allowed them to return to their friends,
they were feldom afunder, — they par-
took together all thofe diverfions prepared
for them by their.indulgent parents, and
fofnetimes Jemmy, and fometimes Jenny,
R B2 . vers
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~ weze at the head of the feaft, — all others
beéing but their invited guefts, — Jemmy.
was continually prefenting Jenny with
fome curious new invented toy, and the
firft fruits of Jenny’s handy work, was a
fine embroider’d waiftcoat and cap for
Jemmy. .-

* By this ‘mcans it became a kind of
g:lco:g. eé\fa;}irpthin them to }oy:; each other, _
e ion the an in infancy, grew
up with their y'cir?:gand if whhghéﬁrfcclc
3s.j they approach’d nearer to maturity
dié rot amount to-a paflion, it was at
léaft fomewhat .more than is ordinarily

found between a brother and a fifter.

’Ijxé two fathers, however, were highly
sontented, with the effect their endeavours
12d produced in the hearts of their chil-
dren, and doubted not but by the prudent
‘moéafures had been taken in the education
. of both, th%x’ : 4
ake very fhining figures in the ftate of
marriage, which they refolved fhould be
delayed no, longer than till Jemmy had
arrived ag the age of one and twenty, at
which time Jenny would be fome months
-palt feventeen,

But how uncertain is fife ! — how fal-
lible the profpefls it prefents I' ~ it often
happens

fhould one day fee them -



'

JemMMmY and JENNY. JRssamy. ‘5
happens that when they feem moft near,

“‘they either vanith of themfelves, or we

are fuddenly fnatch’d from them : — the
father .of Jenny, though a man whofe
healthy conftitution, according to all ap-
pearance, promifed a much longer ‘date,
died in an apopleftic fit, and fhe be-
came an orphan three years before the
time prefix’d for the completion of her
marriage.

This fatal accident muft neceffarily in-
volve the tender and affetionate heart
of this-young girl in very great afflic- .
tion 3 butit was lefs feverely felt, as the

- had always been bred to look on the fa-

ther of Jemmy as a fecond parent to
herfelf ; — fhe, therefore, hefitated rot
to commit the large fortune fhe was left

miftrefs of entirely to his care, and chofe
him for her guardian, according "to the
forms of law. ’ |

_Soon after her father’s death, finding
fhe ‘had attain’d -all thofe accomplith-
ments that could be taught her in 2
boarding-fchool, the removed from
«hence, and with the approbation of her
guardian, went ta live with. a family
where the had a much better opportu-
nity of feeing the world, and knowing
hew to conform: herfelf to the cuftoms

B3 and



6 - The HISTORY o

and manners of it, than ever the could
have %onc by the precife rules_obferved
in the place fhe came from.

Jemmy had fome time before left E-
‘ton, and was gone to Qxford, in order
to finith his ftudies ; but he obtain’d leave
from the head of the college to make
frequent vifits to london, — induced
thereto, by the double ‘obligation of tefti-
fying his duty to his father, and affe@ion
to his miftrefs ; — to thefe two motives,
a third, perhaps, might be added, equally
prevalent’ with either of the former, —
that of partaking the pleafures of the
town, of which he was no lefs fond, than
moft others of his fex and age, -

He was but juft return’d to the uni-
verfity, from whence he had made a
pretty long excurfion, when he was fud-
denly recall’d to London: — The old
gentleman was feiz’d with a pluretic
. fever, which, notwithftanding ali the
* remedies proper in fuch cafes were ap-

ly’d, made fo fwift a progrefs towards
Eis heart, as threaten’d an immediate dif- -
folution ; — it indeed proved fo, for tho*
Jemmy, on the melancholy news, took
horfe the fame moment, and rode poft
“to town, he arrived but juft time enough

) o




JeMMY and Jenny jxésANﬁf. ¥
.§o fee this beft of fathers breath his
aft.

-Fhe pangs of death were on him, yet
were his fenfes perfect; — on his fon’s ap-

roach, a gleam of fatisfaction diffufed
itfelf through all his late difordered fea-
tures ; — he colle@ted all the firength that
was left in him to raife himfelt a little,
and taking hold of Jemmy’s hand, and
Jjoining it.to that of Jenny’s, who'fat
weeping by the bed fide, =— ¢ My dear
¢ children, faid he, I regret the lofs of
- ¢ lite for nothing fo much as becaufe I
¢ fhall be deprived of feeing that haps
¢ pinefs, which I hope you will foon en-
¢ joy together.;’ — he would have added
fomething more, but his voice. forfook
him, and he expired that inftant.

Few young heirs look upon any thing
as a real. matter of affli¢tion, whicn makes
them mafters of themfelves and fortunes ; -
but Jemmy was of a differént way of
thinking, he had a great fhare both of
gaod fenfe and good nature ; and befides
what filial duty ccl,emanded from him, love

and gratitude’ for the indulgence with
which he had always been treated by his
father, made him lament his lofs with
the moftunfeign’d and poignant forrow,

B4 Jenny
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Jenny was alfo very deeply affeted at

_ this event; fhe had been truly ferfible

of the value fhe ought to fet upon fo
faithful 3 guardian, and fo fincere 8
friend ; and while fhe ufed her endea-
vours to give his fon fome confolation,
ftood in almoft equal nced of receiving
it herfelf, ! :

- The ';‘;x;ud,ent old gentleman, tho’ per-
t

‘haps witheut-any apprehenfions of being
%)a;:éar his end, ha‘:}i’l}ome months bef:rgq
made his will, by which it appeared, on
examination, that he had appointed
truftees to manage both'for his fon and
intenged aaugnicr-ineidw, i Ch2. hS
fhould die before they arrived at the

~age of a&ing for themfelves, and alfo,
that by his great ceconomy, he had faved -
out of the receipts of his eftates feveral -

confiderable fums of money, which he

. had placed in the publick funds, — fo

that Jemmy found himfelf-in poffeflion
of a much larger fortune than-he had

imagined, or had been made to hope for. -
.. Soon after the melancholy folemnity

.of the funeral was over, hé yeturned to

-Oxford ; but ftay’d no longer there than

~ was neceffiry to take a decent leave of

the gentlemen of the college, and other
: ftudents

PSR -



Jemmy and JEnny JESSAMY.  ©
ftudents with whom he had contraéted
the moft intimacy.

\

But none of his friends or acquain‘-

tance, either wonder’d at, or condemned
the hafte he made to quit the univerfity,
not doubting but the fole mative of his
doing fo was the laudable affection for
the fady intended to ke his future bride.

CHAP. H -

Contains the narrative of @ very odd
adventure, but perfeitly @'-pro-pos,
tho at prefent’it wgy bpequ s gp=
fear 8 histle foreign to p :ﬁe/g i 7%

cad]

D URING the Sor cme shat Je
24 my ftay’d at Oxford, his fair mi-
dtrefs took it intq her head to make a vi-
fit to a friend in the country, abaut fome
one or twoand twenty miles diftant.

London, where the had received feveral

efling invitations to come, but had
“thgxtobeeni;‘even‘téa - Ryteh by .
gm.asc.i@sat oF o cr&qm @mn}m

Bs . Tha
.\A ¥

.
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10 The HISTORY o
This was' a young lady, for whom
Jenny had as great a regard as for any
one of her female acquaintance ; — they
had received part of their education to-
gether, and tho’ Sophia, for fo the was
called, being fomewhat older than Jenny,
- 'had much fooner left” the fchool,” yet
their intimacy was not broke off by this
feparation,  and they  continued "to fee
each other as often as opportunity per-
mitted ; —but the brother of "Sophia,
who was a batchelor, having prevail’d
with his fifter to come down, and take
upon her the managéement “of his houfe,
had now occafioned between thefg ladies an
abfence for many months. =~

- It isnot, therefore, to be doubted, but
that Jenny found herfelf very ‘fincerely -
welcome. — Sophia omitted nothing that
mic%ht convince her that fhe was {0 ; —
and as nothing more truly demonftrates
the cordiality of the heart, thanan open
and undifguifed behaviour, thefe ladies
reciprocally related to'- each other all
the little accidents -that had befallen ei-
ther of them fince laft they parted.

A -other things that Sophia com.
m\tmm to her fair gueft, fhe told her
that her brother was about marrying, and .
at peefent was in  London, prof‘ecuti;ig
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his addrefies for that purpofe, to a Joung
lady of condition, ¢ which, faid fthe,
if he fucceeds in, I fhall not long be a
refident in-the country, as he then will
have no farther occafion for my affift-
ance, nor fhould I chufe to continue iy
¢ the houfe with a fifter-in-law.

"~

a6 0

« I fincerely. with him all the happi-
¢ nefs he can hope for, replyed Jenny,
¢ not only as he is your brother, but for
¢ his own fake alfo, — fince I believe
¢ there are few ‘men who deferve more ¢
¢ —we are both ‘extremely obliged to you -
¢ my dear, returned the other, but I

€ fcar,———

She was going on . with ‘fomething,

" which it is likely would have lt Jeany ineo

the quality and charaéter of ' the intend-
ed bride, but was interrupted by a fer-
vant, who came haftily into the room, amd
told her that his mafter was juft alight-
ed at the gate, out of a landau and fix,
and had brought a very fine lady home
with him. o

- ¢ Blefs me, aied Sophia, in a great
¢ furprife, the thing we were fpeaking of
¢ is certainly completed; but come, con~
¢ tinued fhe, let us go down to .receive

- ¢.them; and be convinced.! ... - -

Bé6 n
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'In fpeaking thefe words fhe took Jen-
ay by the hand, in arder to do as fhe had
faid, bus was prevented by the fight .of
her grother and the mifisefs of his affec-

" tibns, who bad'.come :laughing .up, and

were alresdy o the top of the flair-cafe;
on which fhe retired fome paces back to
give therh oom to enter. .

- This gentieman, whom I thall diftinguith
by tht name.af Rodophil, immediately
prefented -Sophia to the lady, faying,
# This, madam, is the fifter I have often
¥ mentioned. to youz’ they then faluted

~ each other with a great deal of pelitenefs,

while he paid his compliments-to Jenny;

~Jut had.ap fooncr dong o, than turning

0riSaphis, ¢ ¥ mfcﬁnﬁmeﬁ? gah ——
4 pedhedly ipon you, ffter, faid he; but,
-‘iao m:ke?gends, have brought home &

" ¢,dady, who. will be fo .good to take off

¢ ‘'vour hands the tronble of managi
' ‘Iamvs:  res yto.reﬁ n.my place,
s re'gzl’d ,ﬂxcrywith a fmilefto one who,
« ] doubt not, but wil much -better fit
* it ; but fir, pnrfued fhe in.the fame
¢ gay air, I. thisk you fhould have put

~% 3 10 .y power to have: given you: 'the

. ( N .

¢ laft caft of.my .office, ina more’ ele-
: R ¢ gant
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¢ gant manner, than I am now capable
¢ of doing in this fudden furprife.’

¢+ ¢ Nay, as to that matter, child,” cried
the lady ina very familiar, and indeed,
fomewhat of a hoydenith tone, ¢ you have
¢ nothing-to aceufe him of on- this ac-
¢ count, for I affure you neither of us
¢ thought of being here to-night, two
€ hours before we fet out from London ;
¢ but I know not how it happen’d, but
¢ we were both in a frolickfome humour;
¢ he fwore he would havé me, and I
¢ fwore if he had, he thould run away
¢ with me ;5 —the impudent thing took
¢ .me at:my word, — featin a minute for
-5- 3 Landau and fix, = thruft meinto it,
< and -hurried me away without any far-
4 ther preparation than ‘juft as you fee.

s Then the ceremony is not yet.
¢ form’d,” faid Sophia ; ¢ No, reply’d her

"¢ brother, but I -hope to-morrow morn-

¢ ing will put a final end to my fuf-
-4 pence, and make me happy in my ut-
- ¢ moft withes; ~— What fay you, madam,
¢ purfued -he to the lady, - fhall it not
. E:-fo ?~— What occafion has the man to
¢ gfk any queftions!” — anfwered the,
patting him on the cheek, ¢ you have

" ¢.got me into your poffeflion here, and,
4 muft-even do with me what you-will.” -

Soon
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Soon after this Sophia withdrew, to give
the neceflary orders for preparing {u
per, which, in fpite of her being taken
fo unawares, was ferved, up in a manner
~ that fhew’d there was little need of the
apology had fhe made on the firft entrance
of her new gueft. o

Nothing was wanting to complete the
elegance of the table, but a little more
politenefs of behaviour in the perfon, for
whom chiefly fuch care had n taken
in furnifhing it;— but, tho’ fthe was the
“daughter of = a nobleman, and could not
‘fail of having had an education fuitable
to her birth, yet the pride of blood, —
the infolence of flatter’d beauty, and the
vanity of imagining, that fhe could do
nothing™ unbecoming in her, made her
a&t and talk in fo affeted, and fo odd
a fafhion, as greatly defaced all'the charms
fhe had received from’ nature, -

¢ Youare very ugly, Rodephil, would

¢ fhe cry ; I wonder what it is I like you
¢ for ; then rejoin’d with the fame breath,
- ¢ well, you are a dear bewitching toad,
_¢ however;’ one moment fhe would puth
. him from her, fwearing fhe hated him, —
the next pull him tuwards her, protefting

ke could not be too near ;- her difcourle

1O




Jemmy and Jenny JessaMy. 1§
to the ladies was alfo of the fame piece :
fhe told Sophia, fhe had a pair of fine
eyes, but did not look as if fthe knew
fhe had any fuch things in her head; and
laugh’d at Jenny, as having reafon to
_accufe nature for not having endued her
with the talent of elocution.

Jenny, indeed, fpoke but little the
whole evening ; but as her filence was oc-
cafioned only by the other’s excefs of vo- -
lubility, the ufual vivacity of her tem-
per was rous’d by this reproach, and
fhe reply’d, with fome tartnefs, ¢ Madam, -
¢ if Sophia and myfelf were half fo con-
¢ {cious as your ladyfhip feems to be, of
"¢ having every thing we faid approv’d
¢ of, we fhould" certainly be all fpeakers
¢ and no hearers, and confequenty this
¢ gentleman heré be in danger of lofing
¢ one of his fenfes, if a man in love can -
¢ be fuppofed to have any.*

. The lady, in fpite of all the affurance

_the was poflefs’d of, could not avoid ap-
pearing a little difconcerted at what Jenny
had {aid; — Rodophit perceiving it,
thought himfelf obliged, as a lover, to
take up the word, and turning to Jenny;
Madam, faid he to her, ¢ the man who
* has the honour to be capable of diftin-
¢ guifhing the perfections ‘of that I:iuy;i
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¢ muft certainly be fuppofed to have nax

¢ fenfes for any thing but her.”

Jenny made no other reply to this,
than that fhe doubted not but Kis. paflion
was worthy of the obje¢t that infpired it 3
and, after a few hours paft in a conver-
fation not material enough to be repeat-
ed, Sophia conduéted the miftrefs of her
brother to an apartment fhe had caufed
to.be got ready for her ; and, through re-
{pect to him, waited in the room till the
had feen her intp bed, '

Jenny having always been a fharer with
Sophia in the fame bed, when they were
together at the boarding-fchool, would
not hear of fleeping apart from ‘her du-
ring the time fhe ftay’d in. the coyntry,
not only to aveid giving any unnecgﬂ'a? '
trouble to the family, but alfo becaufe

 fhe was willing to lofe as little of her

company as poffible.

_ . Though the night was pretty far, ad-
wvanced v%heﬁ the Jadies wc%t-tho' thagi.r
chamber, neither of them had thé pawer
to dofe their eyes without difcovering to
the other fome part of their fentiments .

.. 4n relation 1o the iptended bride.. ' :

That & yqung maid of quality fhould
o : fuffer
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fuffer herfelf to be conduéted in fo odd
a manner by a gentleman to his country .
feat, and that the fhould behave towards
him in fo affeted, and -indeed fo confi-
dent a fathjon, in_ the prefence of two per-
fons of her own fex, whom fhe had ne-
ver feen before, had fomething in it fo
new, and fo . fkrange to them, that they "
could pot well ﬁﬂdwords ta exprefs thcn'
- aftonithment,

o It n'mﬂ: ccftiainly be an excefs of'
¢ love, faid Jenny, that can oblige a
* man of Rodophil’s good underftanding
* to bear with fuch extravagancies in the
& woman he makes choice of for -a
s wife” .

- < Ag for love,’ rephed the other, ¢ 1
"« believe that is quite out of the queftion ;
¢ I think I may be pretty pofitive, from
-¢ a thoufand- circumftances, that my bro-
.-¢.ther is ngither charmed with the beay-
¢ ties of her. perfon, nor blind to the fol-
¢ lies of her temper ; — but he ima-
¢ gines, = how :rightly I'cannot as yet
.¢ take upon mie to determine, that- her
.¢ fortune, her birth, and the intereft of
“¢ her family mllcompenfate for all other

s dcﬁcxenmes

‘Women, for the moft part, are bt too
/ Juftiy accufed of bcmg fevcre on the. f’qkns-
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bles of each other ;and fome will have
ir, that they even take a malicious plea-
fure in finding fomething to condemn ;
but it was not by this propenfity that
cither of thefe ladies were .inftigated ; —
the one, who loved her brother extremely,
‘was forry and athamed at having obferv’d
fuch errors in a woman who was to bé
his partner for life; —and the other, more
through good-nature than the contrary,

was vexed when any opportunity for cen~

fure prefented itfelf.

Rodophil, however, full of the choﬁg% S
§4n

‘of being a bridegroom, - quitted - his

-much foener than he was accuftomed. tg")
do, and went to a neighbouring clergy-

‘man, ‘who having licences always ready
by him, got one immediately fil’d up
with the two parties names ; and as the
thing was to be private, promis’d to bring
a friend with him, who fhould officiate
in giving the lidy’s hand.

Sophia alfo rofe very early that morn-
ing, being willing, in fpite of her diflike
to.this match, to do it all the honour in
her power, and that the fhortnefs of the
time would admit her. '

None of the family were fluggards on

this occafion, — all appeared in their fe-

_veral

.
e o

[ ——
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veral ftations alert and chearful ; fpright-
linefs fat on - every face, excepting that
of the intended bride; but never was
there fo ftrange, — fo fudden a tranf-
tormation in any one perfon, — fhe that
had the evening before been fo wildly
gay .and volatile, even to a.ridiculous
excefs, was now become quite moped and
ftupid ; — twice had Sophia been in her
chamber before fhe could prevail on her
to leave it and come down ftairs ; and
when Rodophil accofted her with the
ufual {alutation of the morning, and told
her it was.the happieft he had ever feen,
fhe made no anfwer, nor fcarce vouch-
fafed to look upon him.

On-the fighit of the clergyman and his
friend, who came exaétly at the time they
~were expefted by Rodophil 3 —* What is
¢ all this for ? faid fhe fullenly ;— I won’t
¢ be married : — Not married, madam,’
— cried Rodophil, ¢ you are not cer-
¢ .tainfy in earpeft : =— Indeed, but I am,
¢ — fo pray let the parfon go about
¢ his bufinefs ; for hé has none with me
¢ at this time. : '

¢ What is it you mean ? madam,’ -
-demanded Rodophil, fo much contound-
ed that he could fcarce utter thefe - few
words : — ¢ 1 have told you, anfwered
3 (hc’
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"¢ fhe, that I won’t be married, —at

s leaft ar prefent ; — therefore fend away
* the man, :

<1 am forry, ﬁr, faid the rcverend
divine, — ¢ that you did not take care
¢ to be better acquainted with the lady’s -

- ¢ mind betore you gave us the trouble

¢ of waiting on you ;’ — and, with thefg
words, went haftily out of the room,
folowed by the gentleman he had broughg
with him, ‘equally affronted as furpriz’d,

Rodophil went after them, to make
the beft apology he could for the caprice,
as he then imagined it, of the lady’s hu-
mour: — Sophia and Jenny were alt
this time in- fuch & confternation, that
shey could only look fometimes on the
pcrfon who had occafioned it, and fome-
times pn. each other, withaut b:mg able
to fpeak 3 Gngle fyliable.. .

. Radpphil return’d, and with. a coun-
‘tenance which teify’d the refentment
of his heart, — ¢ Madam, faid he to the
¢ lady, — ¢ what have 1 dome to deferve
¢ that you fhould treat me ‘in this man-

£, ner, # —What motive copld induce you
¢ to render me the jeft of thg whol;:
,6 country’ )

)

D
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¢ If yeu thought me unworthy of the
¢ honour I folicited,” — purfued he, —
¢ wherefore did you encourage me to
¢ hope it ? — affign at leaft fome reafon
& for fo ftrange a reverfe in your beha-
P Viour towards me." — Thefe queftions,
and feveral others to the fame purpofe,

" being repeated over and over, fhe ac laft

reply’d, — that fhe would fatisfy him,
‘btx;t?no body elfe. oy .

. Sophia, on hearing this, ftarted imme-
diately from her feat, crying: — ¢ Oh,
¢'madam, we will be ne hindrance to
¢ the eclaircifement my brother has fo
t much right to expect ;> — in fpeaking
this fhe letc them together, taking Jenny
with her. o _

Her curiofity was, -hOWeire::, raifed to

a pitch too high not to infpire her with

"an eagernefs to be one of the firft at the
explanation of this myftery, — it prefent-

ly cameinto her head, that there was a

clofet which opened from the paffage,
and ‘was divided from' the room where

Rodophil and the lady were but by a

thin partition, and guefling her friend’s

impatience by her own, they both went

‘together, as foftly as poffible, intdthis lig-
- tle recefs, where, ‘putting’ theit eafs clofe
, t0
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to the pannel of the wairifcot, they could
eafily diftinguifh what difcourfe pafled - on
the other fide. )

Asin reaching this place, they were ob-
liged to take a circuit through a gallery,
of a pretty lirge extent, they " loft fome -
part of what had been faid, but arrived
. timely enough to be witnefles of the
main point, and to which all that had -
pafs’d before could have ‘been only the
prelude. ‘ ’ o

¢ Married I — they heard Rodophil
cry, with a voice fonorous enough to
have been audible at a much greater
diftance, — ¢ death and -furies, — when,
¢ where, — to whom ! —You have no oc-
. ¢ cafion, — replied the lady, to put
¢ yourfelf into this violent agitation, —
¢ I dare fay I may be eafily unmarried
¢ again. . ‘

¢« Confufion, rejoin’d Rodophil, —
« what trifling is here ! married, — and
¢ .may be eafily unmarried again ; — for
_ ¢ heaven’sfake, madam, explain the mean-
¢ ing of ‘all this, if there be really any
¢ meaning in what you fay ?

;',Havé a little patience,” — replied
the, — < ] will tell you every thing: —
. o - ‘you
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¢ you muft know, that captain La Val,
¢ perfiaded me one day to go with him
¢ to May-Fair Chapel, — where a man
¢ in’ a black coat read fomething over to
$ us, — it was the marrlage ceremony I. .
¢ think’; — for my part, I did nothing
< but lauorh all the time, yet the creature
< has ever fince taken it into his head to
¢ jmagine I am his wife.

¢ Very likely, indeed, faid Rodophil
fcornfully, — ¢ and what followed ?* —

¢ Nay, what fignifies what followed, cried
¢ fhe, the buﬁncis is to get this "Foolith
¢ marriage’ diffolved ; which I think may
# eafily be done, ei(}:ecml‘y as there were
¢ no witnefles, and we now heartily hate
# one another. — Were thefe always your
¢ fentiments ? ~—demanded Rodophxl —
¢ No, anfwer'd fhe, — he pretended -a
¢ furioys paffion for me, and I lik’d him
¢ well enough, — but he is now as indifs
¢ ferent as, moﬁ: other hufbands, and [

- % have never been able to endure him fince

¢ I came acquainted with you ; — theres

¢ fore, my dear Rodophil, hclp xpe tp
£ get quxtc\nd of him.,

¢ ‘As how pray 3 -——-fald he: — Oh
¢ I have contrxved the means, — anfwer’d
¢ fhe, — you muft fend him a challen e
<1 know he does not love hcrhtmc tho’

hi=
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¢ he has made two cainpaigns, and I be-

<
[

<
€
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lieve will be glad to felinquith me ra-
ther than come to tilt-work ; — but if
he thould venture, you will certainly
have the better ; for I am. told he does
not underftand the fiword.

¢ T am highly obliged to you, madam,
reply’d he, with the extremeft difdain,
for the undertaking you would engage
me in;— but really it is not my hu-
mour to rifque my own throat, or at-
tempt cutting that of another man’s,
in the hope of becoming mafter of his
property ; and am fo far from envyin
the good fortune of my rival, that ]
wifh him all the happinefs a man can
enjoy ‘with a lady of your confummate
virtue and difcretion. ~ T -

-¢ Ungrateful creature, cried fhé, burft-

ing into tears, is this the love yoy
have profefs’d for me, or a recompenc
for the proofs you 'have receiv’d og
mine? — Oh, mad,ars,’ — . teplied hrz

fll ‘more contemptuou ¥> ¢ you will find

€

[

B

Iknow how-to fet a juft value on fuch
love as yours, — the landau that brought
us i§, not yet return’d, and is at your
fervice to conduct you to your hufband’s
arms, or where-ever you think proper.}

On
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~ On this fhe call'd him monfter,— vil-
lain, and all the names that rage and
difappointment could fuggeft ; — but he,
little regarding what fhe faid, rung ‘the
bell for a fervant, and order’d the landau
thould be immediatly brought. — Our
fair eve-droppers thought this a proper
cue for enterance, and came forth from
their concealment : — ¢ Sifter, faid Ro-
¢ dophil, I leave you to tak: care of this
¢ lady, who feems a little diforder’d ; —
¢ I am going out.

Sophia, after her brother had left
the room, began to fay fome civil things,
in order to meoderate the diftraction fhe
appeared in ; but fhe anfwer’d not a word;
and, as foon as the landau was at the
gate, flung herfelf into it without any
farther ceremony : — but what effect her
" behaviour had on the minds of thofe the

lefc behind, the reader will prefently dif- -
cover. ‘ :

CHAP, IIL

I of Jlill more importance than the.
. ormer. S
THOUGH Rodophil, as Sophia
had told Jenny, was not pofiefs’d of

Vou. I. . C " any
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any real paffion for this capricious lad
and had gzen inftigated 'mgely by t})):;
profpe& of advamage to make his ad-
drefles to her, yot was he fo.much cha-
grin’d-at being expefed, by her folly, to
the ridicule of the neighbourhood, from
the thought it could not be kept a fe-
cret, that he went diretly to the houfe
of an intimate friend, and would not be
prevailed upon to return to his own for
a confiderable time.

As for the two young ladies, the con-
fternation they were in at- what they had
feen and heard, is not to be defcrib’d ; —
nothing but the convition of their own
fenfes, could have made either of them
believe it poflible, that a perfon, fuch as
“had-juft now left them, could have alted
in the manper fhe had done,

The difcourfe they had together, after
the was gone, was fuitable to the occa-
fion. — ¢ I know, — faid Sophia, — that
¢ there are fome men who have fo much
vanity and affurance, that they will take
no denial, -nor quit their pretenfions
without fome extfaordinary method be

-affure you this-was not - the cafe with
. my -brother- ; — I have very good rea~
fons to believg the made him the firft
~alvances'y ard am certain, that if »{he

. . : ¢ {;i

& "o A n e o

taken to compel them to it ; but Ican

4

|
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¢ did not, fhe at leaft highly encouraged
¢ his addreffes.

¢ That you may not think, — cofte-
¢ tinued fhe, = that. I am- extited to
¢ fpeak in this fathion through the natu-
¢ ral affeétion to my brother, I will thew
¢ you a letter, which - he happening to
¢ drop, I took up, and never return’d ;
¢ becaufe I was unwilling to let him
¢ know I had feen it.’

In fpeaking thefe words fhe took 2
paper out of her pocket, and put into
Jenny’s hands, which the young lady
haftily opening found the contents as
fellow : ' ‘

"To LZ E X R R R J Efq;

& I have had a thoufand lovers, but ne~

ver found one fo eafily repuls’d; —

s¢ if you had lov’d me with half that

¢ violent paffion you prctcnded, you

¢ would have remember’d what the poet
¢ makes Jupiter fay of our fex,

I gave them but one tongue to form
denials, \
And two fine eyesto yield akind com-

pliance. -

Ca s« Mine
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«« Mine muft have been very unintel-
ligible indeed, if they did not inform
you -that my heart was far from be-
ing difpleafed at the fine things you
faid to me ; — Were you then to take
it for granted, that Idid not like you
becaufe I tald you fo, and gallop im-
mediately out of town, as if abfolute-
ly defpairing ever to obtain me? —
Faint-hearted creature ! — I pity your
want of fpirit ; — a man of courage
would have been more enflam’d by
refiftance, and never given over till
he had gained his point.

¢ I know this is going a great length,
and may encourage you to boldnefies,
which, perhaps, 1 fhould not be. very
ready to forgive ; but T have faid i,
and do not think it worth while to
fpoil another piece of paper with wri-
ting to you in a different manner, fo
you muft put- what conftruction you
pleafe upon words: if you venture
to town again upon the receipt of

¢ this, it is poffible you will have no

reafon to repent your journey; but I
promife nothing further, than that it
depends entirely on yourfelf to continue
in the good graces of ives

«“ P.S.




»

"N A &~

~ &6 A & n

JeMMmyY and JENNY JESSAMY. 29

-¢¢ P, S.-T have made an appointment
¢ with fome ladies to go to Vaux-
<« Hall the day after to-morrow ;—-.
«¢ .they will have all their pretty fel-
¢ lows with them, and if you come
¢« time enough, I fhould chufe ra-
¢¢ ther that you fhould fquire me
< thither than any other man - of

. ¢ my acquaintance., — Adieu.

¢ Upon this fummons, — faid Sophia,
— my brother went dire&ly to London,
and you may fuppofe met with ro un-
kind reception from the lady, by what
you have been witnefs of.’

¢ Yes, my dear, — cried Jenny, — I
have, indeed, been witnefs of much mcre
than I could ever have imagined in
woman, mueh lefs in any ons who pre-

“tends to the leaft fhare of -honour or

reputation.’

This adventure, it is certain, had made

a very extraordinary impreflion on the
mind of that young beauty, — fthe had
a ftrong difcernment, and 2n uncotumon
quicknefs of apprehenfion, — fhe had
cafily difcover’d, that the lady they were
fpeaking of, tho’ vain and affected to an
excefs, wanted not wit, but judgment,

C3 and



30  The HISTORY of -
and that the errors of her condu&,in re- -
gard to La Val and Rodophil, were not
owing fo much to her folly, as to the’
inconftancy of her nature,

¢ Who can be affur'd, — faid fhe
within herfelf, till experience convinces
¢ them, that they themfelves may not be
¢ guilty of the fame irregularity  of hu-
mour, tho’ their prudence, and the fears
of cenfure may keep them from ex-
pofing the weaknefs of their refolution!
— We all of us are liable to change in
trifling matters, and frequently defpife
to-morrow what we lik’d to-day ; — I
fee no reafon, therefore, that we have to
depend on our own hearts in things of
the greateft importance.’

LY

L3
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- Jenny could net, in fpite of the gaiety
- of her temper, forbear falling iato little
refveries of this nature, whenever fhe
confider’d herfelf as entering into a flate,
from which there is no relief but the
grave ; or, what to a woman-of any deli-
cacy, is yet worfe, — a divorcement.

She could not keep herfelf from utter-
- fome part of her thoughts on this
fubjet to Sophia 5 ¢ Inconftancy, replied
¢ fhe, is certainly avery great weak-
s nefs 3 yet what fecurity can be given lﬁy
. : . ¢ the
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the wifeft of us all, that we never fhall
be guilty of it? — it is an involuntary
error; the effe¢t of a fudden objett,
that when we leaft think of " it, ftrikes
upon the fenfes, — confounds ' the un-
derftanding, and leads the inclination

.aftray, before people well know what

they are doing.

¢ Since it is fo, —faid Jenny, —and
may as well happen after marriage as
before, Ithink it is beft not to marry at

-all, as the confequences of fuch an ac-

cident would then be terrible indeed.

“Then you would chufe to avoid a cer-.

tain good, — cried Sophia, laughing,

— rather than run the rifque of falling

into’ an uncertain evil ? — but I do not
regard what you fay on this head, —
we may talk as we will, but when it
comes to the point, we fhall do juft as
nature prompts.”

" Thus did the odd event of Rodophil’s
courtthip furnith out both ferious and
pleafant matter of converfation for thefe
two ladies while they continued together;
— but Jenny, who had,not intended her
vifit {hould be long, teok her leave on
the third day, and return’d to London,
— where a fecond difcovery fell in her
way, which greatly corrobrated thofe fen-

4 timents
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timents which the firft had begun to infpire
- her with. :

There are few milliners of more repu-
taticn in therr way among the beau
monde- than mrs. Frill;— Jenny - had
been her cuftomer ever fince fhe had left
her boarding-fchool, and happening now
to go to her fhop for fome things fhe
‘wanted, found her behind the counter
very bufy, and buftling among her fhelves
and band-boxes, — a thing wery extra-
ordinary with her, as fhe was pretty far
advanced in years, — was infirm, and
had always kept an extremely adroit
fhop-maid, who was ufed to take the
trouble of the moft part of the bufinefs
off her hands. )

¢ Blefs me, — cried Jenny, — ’tls
¢ akind of prodigy to fre you below
¢ ftairs, —— ei%ccially at this time in the
. ¢ morning ; — pray where is mrs. Becky,
¢ that you are obliged to fatigue your-
¢ felf in this manner ? * ‘

¢ Ah, mifs Jeflamy,” -— replyed fhe,
puffing and blowing like a pair of bel-
lows that has loft its wind, — ¢ Becky
¢ has play’d the fool with herfelf, — fhe
¢ has left me, and is gone into keeping.

¢ Into keeping,” — cried Jenny! — ¢ T
¢ thould
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thould never have fufpetted it; — I
thought mrs. Becky had been defended
by the plainnefs of her perfon as weil
as by ber virtue, from all attacks of
that nature: — but pray who is the
¢ man? — I was ol your opinion, —
¢ faid mrs. Frill, — but fir J— *** has
¢« found charms in her, and fhe in him;
¢ — he has taken fine lodgings for her,
¢ and they are almoft always together.”

o« & A &~

She had no fooner mentioned the name
of fir J— #**, than Jenny burft into ex-
clamatiops; — fhe knew very well that
he had loved, to the moft romantic height
the lady who was now his wife ; — that
he had not been marry’d to her miore
months than it had coft him years of
courtthip to obtain her; — that fhe wa
a perfon whofe beauty, — accomplifh
ments, — virtue and good nature ren
dered her. every way deferving of all tt
affeCtion he had profefs’d for her; — ar
now to hear he had fo early falfify’d }
vows, feem’d a thing fo ftrange, —
incredible, that fhe could fcarce belie
her ears, or that mrs. Frill was not m
taken in what fhe faid; — fhe afked ov
and over if fthe was fure the thing v
true, and defir'd her to repeat all
particulars fhe knew concerning this

) C; - oprif
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" prifing affair ; — to which the ether com-

I i S SR e————

Ply’d in thefe terms:
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¢ You muft know, madam, faid fhe,
that I had a very curious french capu-
chin, — never was there a greater beau-
ty of its kind, — it was -wrought by a
nun of quality to be difpofed of for
the benefit of the poor ; fcarce a flower
that grows but was reprefented in their
proper colours, intermix’d with gold
and filver ;= I fhew’d it to fuch of
my cuftomers as I thought moft likely
to be the purchafers, — they all ad-
mired it, but did not care to give the

rice, tho’ nothing ever was fa cheap;
or I afked no more than fifty guineas;
— but the truth is, moft of them had
loft a great deal of their moneyat play,
and you know, madam, that makes ill
for us trades-people. == I had kept it
above a week, and fearing it would be
blow’d upon, propofed a raffle, and
got ten ladies to fubferibe five guineas
a-piece ; but when the day came ap-
ainted to decide to whofe lot the prize
?hould fall, one of them fent me word
fhe had changed her mind, and could
not come.

¢ 'This a little vex’d me, ~ continued

€ fhe ; —but rather than lofe all, was de-

¢. tesmined
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¢ termined to make up the deﬁciencymz—
¢ felf, when luckily this very fir J — #**
€ ftept in;— as he was a rharried man,
¢ I ventured to afk him if he would not
¢ try his fortune for a prefent to his lady
¢ — he readily agreed, and in fine won
¢ it; — I offer’d to fend it home, but he
¢ told me I need not give mylelf that
¢ trouble, for his'man fhould call for it
¢ the next day, which Becky told me
¢ he did ; but yon will find by the fequel
_¢ that he intend¢d no fuch thing,

¢ About a week: after, as nearas I can
¢ remembeér, went fhe on, — this au-~
¢ dacious young hufly pretended to. go
¢ on a vifit to a relation, but came not
¢ home the whole night ; which very
s much furprifed me, and as fhe never
¢ had been guilty of the like before, made
¢ me fear fome accident had befallen her
¢ but the next morning I received a let-
‘¢ ter from her, which [ will read to you.”

In fpeaking thefe words, fhe took a
Fa.perpur. of her pocket, and read thefe
ines : .

To Mrs. FriLt.
«« Mapam,

e beg your pardon for quitting your
s I fervice in fo clandeftine a manner 5/
C ¢ but
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% but I-had an offer which I did not
‘c think proper to refufe ; —1I have a
¢4 quarter’swagesin your hands, and that,
¢¢ T hope, will make amends for my go-
‘¢ ing without warning: — pray be fo
¢ good -to fend my box by the bearer.—
[ 13 am’ .

« MapAM,
« your humble fervant,

¢ to command,

¢ Resecca Trip.

¢ 1 was very much amaz’d, as you xriay
eafily believe, — refumed fhe, — at
the impertinence of the creature in

ever, had prefence of mind enough to
afk the porter. from whence he brought
the letter, and he readily told me from.
one madam Trip, in South-Audley-
Street; — on which I prefently guefs’d
her fituation, though not the perfon
who Had occafioned this change in it.

LI S T Y S S S S SN

< But I continued not long in this
fufpence, — purfued fhe, — one of

.’Anq

nate to lofe her five pieces at the raffle,
told me fhe had met her in the mall,
¢ drefs’d

writing to me in.this manner; how- -

the ladies, who had been {o unfortu--
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drefs’d in a very rich bracade thort fack
and: petticoat, and that very capuchin

- fir J— *** had won, and 1 foon after

heard, by one who is acquainted with

‘the perfon at whofe houfe fhe lodges,

that fhe pafies there for a relation of
that gentleman’s, and that he vifits her
every day.’

Mrs, Frill had juft ficith'd this lirele

marrative when a lady came into her thop,
— after the ufual compliment, — ¢ I have

[

"~ o ° & & & & & A&~
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¢

[

been juft giving, — faid mrs. Frill to
her, — this young lady an account of
the change of Becky’s circumftances ;

- and Iaflure your ladyfhip have had much

ado to make her believe the veracity
of it. — I am fenfible, — reply’d Jen-
ny, — that things of this nature too
frequently happen ; — but I confefs,
that to 6nd a man who loved to that
degree fir J— *** has done, fhould
act in fuch a manner is very aftonith-
ing to me, .

¢ For my part, — faid the lady, — 1
fee nothing aftonifthing in it, except
his. want of tafte, — for as to his keep-
ing 2 miftrefs, it could -not be expetted
to be otherwife ; that woman is a fool
who thinks to keep a pretty fellow to
herfelf in atown like this ; — ’tistr'gl:&

¢ his
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¢ his wife is a very fine woman, — but
¢ he has had her, and variety has its
¢ charms for us all.

¢ In fome things it may, madam, —
¢ anfwer'd Jenny, — yet'I cannot help
thinking that inconftancy, either in
man Or woman, argues 3 very weak
mind. — Lord, mifs, you talk like one
that knows nothing of the worldy —
cry’d the other, — I have been married
thefe three years, and am wife by expe-
¢ rience; — itis not in nature for two
¢ perfons always to be pleafing to each
¢ other ; — but if you will not take my
¢ word for it, I hope you will believe Cow-
¢ ley, who was certainly as great a judge -
¢« of love as even Ovid himfelf.

L P NP

The world’s a fcene of changes, and to
be

Conftant in nature were inconftancy ;

For ’twere to break the laws herfelf
has made; o

Our fubftances themfelves do fleet and
fade :

The moft fix’d being fiill does move
and fly, 4

Swift as the wings of time *tis meafur’d

-by
To
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" To imagine then that love fhould ne-

ver ceafe,
Love, which is but the ornament of
thefe, '
Were quite’ as fenfelefs as to wonder
why
"'Beauty and calour ftay not when we
. die.

Not this: authority, nor all the argu-
ments the lady could bring, who poflibly
was herfelf a proof of what fhe urg’d,
could make Jenny recede from her opi-
nion, or give up the point, the dif-
pute between them continued till other
company coming in put an end to it.

Though, by the whole deportment of
Jenny, there feem’d to be but little thare
of earth in her compofition, yet had fhe
her ferious moments; — what fhe had
feen at the houfe of Rodophil, and been
told of at mrs. Frill's, came often into
her mind ;3 and fhe began to fear, from
thefe two inftances, that inconftancy was
a frailty to which human nature was but
too liable, and the refle¢tions fhe made
upon it had no fmall influence on her fu-
ture conduét towards Jemmy, to’ whom
it is now high time we fhould. return.

Luaar
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" CH.AP. IV.

Will probably occafion <various- conjec-
tures om wbat is to come.

‘ A Very {mall fhare of experienceand

oblervation may ferve to inform us,
that thereis no paffion of the foul which
more eafily wears off .than that of grief ~
for the death of friends; and indeed it
. is highly reafonable that it fhould be fo,
— religion obliges us to a perfeét refig-
nation to the decrees of providence ; —
philofophy teaches us that it is weak and
unbecoming . the dignity of our fpecies
to bewail woes, which in their very na-
ture are irredeemable ;— and the laws
of fociety forbid us to indulge any emo-
tions that might enervate our abilities, .
and render us lefs ufeful to the commu-
nity. :

‘Whether any arguments, drawn from
the above confiderations, could claim
a part in enabling Jemmy to recover his
former vivacity, I will not take upon me
to determine ; but, certain it is, that in a

very
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very fhort time nothing of the mourner,
except the habit, was to be feen about
him.

It would have been { mewhat ftrange,
indeed, if a gentleman, not yet quite one
and twenty, poffefs’dof a very plentiful
eftate, and matfter of accomplifhments to
recommend him to the beft company,
fhould have had any leifure for melan-
choly reflections in a town like London,
fo abounding with every thing that can
ent:xrtain and raife pleafing fenfations in
a youthfal heart,

In the midft of all the various amufe-
ments he gave into, his dear Jenny, how-
ever, was not forgot, — fcarce a day palt
over without his vifiting her once, if not
more, in fome one part of it; — they be-
haved to each other in the fame fafhion
they had always been accuftom’d to do,
— quite open and free, without the leaft
breach of innocence or modefty 3 — kind
without any mixture of diffimulation, and
obliging without taking any pains to be
fo. )

Scarce are there any where to be found
two perfons whofe difpofitions fo exactly
tally’d; — both of them were gay and vo-
latile almoft to an excefs, — both Iovl;d

. the
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the pleafures of the town, yet never pur-
fued them fo far as to tranfgrefs the
bounds of ftri& virtue in the one, nor
honour in the other ;— both had an
affluence of wit, and a great talent for
ridicule; and both had too much good
nature and generofity to extend that pro-
penfity to the prejudice of any one : — in
fine, they were what the poet fays,

In all fo much alike, each heart .
Seem’d but the others counter part.

To the foregoing charater of them
might alfo have been added, that neither
of them were poflefs’d of any ftrong paf-
fions ; and though the affeCtion they had
for each other was truly tender and fin-
cere, yet neither of them felt thofe im- .
paticfncics, ----h thofe anxti‘cg}cs,d-{;r- thofe
tranfporting hopes, — thofe diftracting
fears? — :\Eofc gacufeleﬁ jealoufies, or any
of thofe thoufand reftlefs fenfations that
ufually perplex a mind devoted to an
amorous flame ; — they were happy when
they met, but not unecafy when they
parted; — he was not in the leaft alarm’d
on finding fhe was frequently vifited by
fome of the fineft gentlemen in town ; nor
was fhe at all difconcerted when fhe wla;

. - to
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. toid he was well received by ladies of the
moft diftinguifh’d characters.

I am well aware, that many of my rea-
ders will be apt to fay, — people who
could think and a¢t in the manner I have
defcrib’d, either had no charms for each
otaer, or feem’d incapable of loving at
all;; —and I am ready to confefs, that
according to the receiv’d notions of love,
there was a feeming inconfiftency in this
conduét, and had more the appearance of
. a cold indifference than the warm glow
of mutual inclinations.

Yet that they did love each other is
- moft certain, as will hereafter be demon-
ftrated by proofs much more unqueftion-
able than all thofe extravagancies ;—
thofe raging flights cammonly ; look’d
upon as infallible tokens of the paffion,
but which, how fierce foever the fires
they {pring’from may burn for a while,
we fee frequently extinguith of them-
felves, and leave nothing but the fmoke
behind. o

All the formalities of a firft and fecond
. mourning for the dead being over, every
one now expetted they fhould foon fee
the completion of a marriage they kntw

had been fo long intended ;=— Jemmy alfo
. ) ’ had
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had fome thoughrs of it himfelf, and be-
gan to con'ider on fuch things as were
Proper to be done previuus to the falem-
nity.

On looking over his father’s papers
he had found marriage articles between
him and Jenny, with a deed of fettlement
on har by way of dower, which the- old
gentleman had caufed to be drawn up
fome time before his death; — thefe writ-
ings he now put into his pocket and
carried them to her, in order for her ap-
probation. .

¢ WHat are thefe ? cry’d fhe, when- he
¢ prefented her with the packet : — They
¢ are what concern youas nearly as my-
¢ felf, — replied he, — therefore, I
would have you examine the contents
at fome leifure hour, and let me know
if you think there is any thing in them
that requires alteration or.amendment. -

~ & & &

¢ They ought to be things of great
¢ confequence, indeed, by their bulk,’—
faid fhe fmiling, and beginning to unfeld
the parchment, — ¢ You know,” — re-
fumed he with the fame gay air, — ¢ for
¢ what we are defign’d by bo'h our fa-
¢ thers ; — and I fuppofe mine, as bein
¢ your guardian alfo, thought himfelf .th{t‘::
¢ mAt

gl
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¢ moft proper perfon to decide the terms
on which we fhould come together.

~

¢ 1 have no reafon, — anfwered fhe, —
¢ to fufpect either his juftice or good
¢ will towards me; — however, 1 will
¢ take the firft opportunity of feeing what
¢ he has done for me on this fcore ;> —
in fpeaking this fthe lock’d the writings
he had brought in an efcrutore that was

lac’d juft behind her ; — then turning
ﬁai’cily’to- him,— but, my dear Jemmy,
-« — continued fhe, — you muft excufe
¢ me for this evening ; — you muft know
¢ I have promifed fome company to go to
Ranelagh, and I believe they are alrea-
dy beginning to expe&t me. — It hap-
pens very luckily, — faid he, — for
there are three or four young fellows
of us, who have promif¢d to give fome
ladies the mufic on the;giver to night,
— and I could not hav.é ftay’d above
three minutes longer withtyou ; for the
depend upon'me to fee the hands aﬁ
ready, — fo, my dear Jenny, I, will not
¢ detain you; — farewel. — Farewel
¢ Jemmy,’ rejoined fhe, — and with thefe
words both ran down ftairs together; —
he went into one chair and fhe into ano=
ther, to fulfil their feveral engagements.

A a8 a & & na

.. The
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The nextday they faw each other again,
as ufual, — atter fome little chit chat on
ordinary affairs, he afked her if fhe had
fouad rime to look over the writings he
had brought the day before; — ¢ Yes, —
anfwer’d fhe, ¢ I breakfafted on them
¢ this morning;— ¢ Well,” — cried’he,—
¢ what objections have you to make ? —
¢ Noneat all,’—r-ply’d the,— ¢ I rather
¢ think your father has made a better
¢ provifion for me than my own would
¢ have defired or expected. -

¢ Then I fuppofe there is nothing left
¢ for us to do,— faid he, — but fign
¢ and feal, and go together before a par-
¢ fon. — Some people may fay fo,” —re= -
¢ ply’d fhe ; —but for my part I am of*
¢ a quite different opinion, and think
¢ there is a great deal for us both to do
¢ before we come to the words, — to
¢ have and to hold. '

¢ I eafily comprehend what you would

¢ be at, — refumed he laughing ; — new
¢ cloaths for ourfelves and fervants, —
. ¢ fome addition to the equipage, — 2
¢ more fathionable chariot,~ another Pair
¢ of horfes perhaps. . Hold, — hold;” —
cried fhe interrupting.him, — ¢ I have
¢ no fuch ftuff in my thoughts, I do affure
' ¢ you;

e



Jemmy and JENNY JESsAMY. 47

¢ yous — what I mean is infinitely more
¢ material than all you have mention’d ;
¢ — and that is, — the being certain
¢ within ourfelves of never repenting the
¢ engagements we are about to enter
¢ into.

¢ Repenting, — faid he, — there is
no danger of that I believe ; — I will

romife you to make as good a huf-
gand as I can, — and I am fure you
will make a good wife.” o ¢ That is all
as chance dire€ts, — anfwer’d fhe, —
we may think perfettly well at one
time, and aft very ill at another s-in
fine, my dear Jemmy, — continued
fthe, — I think we ought to know a
little more of the world and of our-~
felves before we enter into ferious ma-
-trimony. '

o & & 8 & a & & na o~

- ¢ Why faith, Jenny, — anfwer’d he,
¢ — I cannot help faying but that you
are in the right ; — I fhould not much
like, methinks, to be quite fo foon the
father of a family. —And I fhould hate
to be called mamma, — rejoin’d fhe,
— before I arrive at an age to write
myfelf woman.

o " & & a

¢ Iwonder, — purfued fhe, — how
* people can refolve to cut themfelves off
¢ from
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¢ from all the pleafures of life, juft as

Py
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they are beginning to have a relith for
them ;. — how fhould I regret -being
confin’d at-home by my domeftic af<
fairs, while others of my fex and age
were flaunting in the mall, or making
one at the rout of a2 woman of quality ?

‘— and how would it mortify you 'to

hear the ladies cry difdainfully, Jemmy-
Jeflamy is a very pretty fellow ; — but
he is marrfed, — and then tofs up their
heads, and " in contempt of you turn
the doux yeux on the next man in com-
pany, though perhaps he happens to be
one of the moft infignificant fops that
the follies of the times ever fathioned,
and without any one merit to recom-
mend him but merely his having no
wife &

Jenny, who had always fomewhat ami-

ably ftriking in her eyes and tone of
of voice, appeared at this inftant fo par-
ticularly brilliant, that Jemmy could not
forbear catching her in his arms with the
utmoft rapture, — crying at the famé
time,—* I fhall little regard the contempt
s of all the women in the world, while -
¢ bleft with the kindnefs of my deaf, —

. ¢ dear Jenny.

¢ And
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- ¢ And I think too,” — reply’d fhe, re-
turning his embrace, and looking on him
with a moft enchanting foftnefs, — ¢ that
¢ I could forgo all other joys of life for
¢ thofe of my dear Jemmy’s love ; yet
~¢ after all, — continued the, — we may
¢.both of us be deceived in our own
¢ hearts ; — I have heard the wife fay,
¢ that nothing is fo difficult to acquire
- < as the true knowledge of ourfelves, —
¢ and who can tell what time and acci-
¢ dents may produce " - .-

Here Jemmy was beginning to make -
the moft fervent  proteftations, that it
was not in the power of fate itfelf to oc-
cafion the lealt alteration in his prefent
fentiments on her account ;= and Jeony
was half. perfuaded, by what fhe felt in
her own breadt, that an affetion, ground-
ed and habitual as theirs had been, was
ineapable of varying on either fide; —
o that if this sender- converfation had
continued but a very little longer, it is
highly probable they had agreed to put
the finilhing ftroke to the work, their pa-
rents had labour’d for, by an immediate
mmiagew .

Of this, hewever, there can be no_po?
ficive. affurance, as it was broke off by

+ Vor I, D fome
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fome company coming in ;— but whether
fortupately _qr_.upfqrtumtcl_c{ for the lovers,
this interruption happen’d in fo critical
3 moment, the reader, if he bas patience
to wait, willin the fequel of this hiftary
be ioform’d. o S

<

1]

"CHAP. V.

L fomewbat more vxplicit. than the
Jormer. C
™ HE perfons who had furprifed ou™
- lovers in the midft of‘ti’tgmo& in-
terefting difconrfe ¢ver yet had en-
gertain’d -each other with, were two young
Jadies of Jenny's intimare acquaintance ;
-— thelzol:d been driven out of the park
by a thower of rain, and could not go
home witheut calling on her, ‘to.commu-
mieate fornething - which they thought
would be equally diverting to her -as it
had. been to themfelves. S

- On fecing: Jemmy with her,.—~ < We
¢ have catch’d you alohe together, faid
¢ one of them, and it is happy. fer you
¢ that you have been fo, as nothing but
¢ the pleafure- of each othér’s company,
i - . ¢.could

-~
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t- could have agtoned for What you have
* ¢ loft'by not being in-the'mall-to-night.

< As how’ pray ¥ — démanded flie, —

* ¢ Lady Fifk,—refumed the other,~~ Oh,
¢ fuch fleering, — fuch pointing, = fuch
€ an uni‘:icrfal ii;t{cr I?s ﬂc:?-?cr a;d e;er. fhe -
< appear’d !—Lady Fifk,—~cried Jemmy, .

~ * interrupting her, —I am afraid, madan’;, '
¢ your intclligence is ftale, <~ that lady
¢ has play’d overall hee tricks longago,
¢ and can do nothing new for us to
¢ hyggh st.

-+ % You are quite miftaken, 1affire you,
- ¢ anfwer'd fhe; ~ fhe has now, as Colly
§ fays, outdone-all her ufual outdoings,
© ¢ a3 you will be obliged to . confefs when
¢ you have heard the ftoty. - |
¢ 'WHhat, cried he, —— can any thing
¢ go béyond her adventure in Covent-
¢ Garden, — where fhe went in men’y
¢ cloaths, — pick’d up a worhan of the
¢ town, and was feverely beaten by her
¢ on the difcovery of her fex ? -

" ¢-Or what happened to her at Bar-
» tholomew-Fair, — faid Jenny,— where
* being a little too gcrt with fome young
¢ ag})rcntices, who had attack’d her as a
¢ lady of pleafure, a riot enfued, and fhe

. Da ¢ was
L
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¢ was glad to produce her feal with the
¢ coat of. arms .upoa it, and-a-letter the
¢ had rccciv:dh;:at da frdntlh- her: lord,
¢ to prevemt being ’d. that night in
¢ the watch-houfe, and carried before the
* ¢ fitting alderman next morning.

¢ Neither of thefe exploits,” — reply’d
¢ the lady that had fpoke firft, — comes
¢ up to what we have to tell you, ‘or gave.
¢ heg half the mortification 5 —- it would
¢ be the firft ftory in the world if one
¢ could but find out the beginning ; —
¢ but the misfortune is, that nothing but
¢ the cataftraphe as yet is come to light.

¢ It is but half a ftory then, at beft,
¢ faid Jemmy laughing ; ~— but .let us
¢ hear it however. — 1 fhould not have
¢ kept you fo long in fufpence my dear, .
¢ if this thing here, — cried fhe, giving
¢ Jemmy a flap on the fhoulder with her
¢ fan, — had not interrupted e 3 — you'
¢ muft know, that fome night laft week’
¢ Jord and lady Fifk had a moft terrible
< quarrel, — they were juft .going into
¢ bed, — fhe was undrels’d all.but her’
¢ under petticoat ; — what fhe faid or
¢ did to provoke him to fuch wrath Hea-"
¢ ven krows 3 but he pufh’d her out of
s_the chamber, = drove her down ftairs,
‘ ' : ' ¢ and
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¢. and.inithat condition turn’d her into -
‘:the ftreét, charging the porter not to
¢ gopen $he door on‘ang accoumt,

¢ Never was thc pmdc and fpirit of
¢ any lady fo humbled as her’s, — con-
< tchd this talkative Jady ; —after find-

«.ing that knocking and calling loud was
* to no cffe, the condefcended to put
« her mouth clofe to the key-hole of the
door, and befeech the porter, in the
moft fubmiffive terms, to let her in,
-though it were no farther than the,hall;
whxlc bher remorfelefs lord looked

rough the wmdow, and infulting her

fhe? told her it was a fine night,
¢ tmd that. it was good for her lady.’bxp s
' health. to be thus alfrcfco '

¢ After havm,, had his fill of laughter
¢ at the miferable plight to which the
¢ was reduced, he confented to_her ad-
¢ mittince ; — fhe was no fooner wnrlnq
¢ the doors than fhe flew up flairs ; —

" ¢ the difpute between them was renewe
¢ with almoft the fame vehemence as be-
& fore ; — he loaded her with a thoufand

4 foul names; —fhe, in return, called him

téad, — devil, and -every ‘thing her
affion could -fuggeft; — till having
goth rail’d themfelvcs out of breath,

D3 ¢.they

J\

ﬁ.'a'o“
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* they agreed to go /into bed together,.
¢ in order to ﬁnifhgﬁhcquan-e]. N

- % But.now comes thejeft, — went the
on, =~ How long a time do you think
it took up to compofe this difference {

why no lefs than three whole days.
and nights fucceflively; duting all which

fpace the chamber door™ was never

opened, but to take in feme refrefhs
ment, which was placed .for them in

¢ the next room: this evening was the
¢ firft of their appearance fince their re-
¢ furrection from the fepulchre of down; . .
¢ my Jord. received fuc%congratulatiqns-

¢ upon it as made him’ glad to quit the

¢ park ; but her ladythip, having fome,-
¢ . what more affurance, ftay'd till the

4 .change of weather obliged her, as welt

¢ as ourfelves, to take fhelter in our

¢ chairs. - - o cad "

a & A& & & &

".¢ 1 cannot help confeffing, — f&id
¢ Jemmy, but that there is fomewbat
¢ pretty extraordinary in this affair, and
¥ alfo that one of them has a greates
¢ fhare of complaifance than I fufpected 3
¢ fince itis plain' that which ever of the

¥ was in fault the other did equal penance

" A good deal of pleafantry pafied on
this adventure, during the whole time the
' : ladies
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ladiés ftayed, whiclr indeed was not very
long ; — they had here opened their pac~
quet, and were upon the wing to carry
it to ‘thofe- other of. thetr 'acquaintance to
whom' they thought it might beé equally
new and agreeable. :

“The ladies had no - fooner taken their
leave, than' Jenny began to animadvert, -
with - more ftrength of eeafon than could
have been ‘expefied frem a perfon of her
years; on: the ridiculous fa&t they had
been' refating ; — * You hear, Jemmy
« fald {he, what unaccountable things
< married poople ate fometimes guilty .
¢. of yiuvinftead of living together ina
¢ 'mutual harmony, it feems methinks as
¢ if they took a kind of pleafure in ma-
¢ king each other wretched ; — and fure
¢ they muft do fo, or they would not
¢ thus expofe themfelves 4o the contempt
¢ of the world, and become the jelt even
¢ of their.own fervants, who-muft necef~
¢ farily. be the firfk witneflos of thair folly.

* 4 We ought not, however, replied has,
- ¢.to lay on marriage the blame of all
- ¢ thofe prepofterous things we fee alled
% in that.fture, by perfons ' we have been
¢ fpeaking of'; — becaufe long before
< their enterance into it, both of them be-
¢ haved in fuch a manner as to fhew
‘ D4 ¢ they
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¢ they were wholly govern’d by capri

¢ and not by that arciéal'p‘a.ﬂ?on a&hc:a
many people are_poffefied of; ih 2 more
or lefs degree, for making a great neife,
and being talked of in the world; tho®
it is only for foibles, which one would
think they thould rather labour to ¢on-
ceal. C

~ AW Aw

¢ But I muft own, continued he, that
I have fometimes been very much fur-
rifed at the little cencord I have ob-
};rvcd between perfons whofe principles;
humours, and behaviour, in the gener.1,:
would make one imagine them equall
qualified to give each other perfeét hap-
pinefs.” BT I

NI S WA S

¢ What you fay is extremely juft, cried
Jenny, and T have often had - occafion
to make the fame refle&ions ; — it fol-
lows then, that every oue before the
engage in marriage fhould be well vers’
.in:all thofe things, whatever they are,
which contftitute the ha‘p inefs of it; —
this town is an amplé ichool, and both
-¢ of us have acquaintance enough in it to
‘¢ learn, from the miftakes of others, how
‘s'to regulate our own conduét-and paf-
“"fions, fo-as'not to be laugh’d at our-
"¢ felves for what we laugh at in them.

[ IR N N Y

¢ Spoke
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. ¢, Spoke like a phxlofop}nrefs,

¢ Jemmy .ahd upen -feconsl thpught; )
¢ agree with you, that as every ! is
¢ ready for us, and we can marry when
¢ we will, is will be beft for us both to
¢ ftay ull we have got fome farther lights

¢ into the myﬁenous duucs of thccon)uo
_ ¢ gal union.’

Jenny, who  as yet had not the' leaﬁ
) 1gclmanon to enter into the ferious road
of matrimony, and would have been
equally loath to have appear’d too re-
fractosy, if he had infifted on the per-
formance of the covenant made between,
their fathers, was quite tranfported to
find his fentiments fo conformable to her
own on this head ; but forbore teftifyin
- all the fansfaéhon the felg, for. fear.

. ma}agg him call in queihon the ﬁnccnty
ofiuraﬁ’c&mn,fgrhun Ch

; She oniy told hxm, that ﬁxe wa.swer-
tain it would be for their ‘mutual xnterek
to do as he had mentioned"; — on ‘which
he pu:iucd his dxfwurfe in the.fc terms :

¢ But my dcar ]enny, faid. Be,aslearm—
¢ ing will' not come of itfelf,. and ‘we
: ¢ fhould be equally perfect in the diffee
< rept pasts we are to alt together here-

& RES5 5 {uppofé we]:D thoyld, refplve z;p
tee . Jard
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< tomiriuriteats to each othet ali the difr-
< coveries we ‘are-able to thake; smong thé
¢ feveral families that either of us con-
¢ verfe with, and alfo #F the confidences
¢ which are repofed in us;--b¥ this
4 meanms I fhall be ac ed’ with all
¢ the humours of your fex, and yof no
¢ ftranger to thofe of mim: -§0_tha® nei-
© ¢ ther of us will b:atalofsmbmmeh
$.¢the foibles: which "nature o cuftom
¢ may have implanted in the other ; be-
$ -fides, added he, this is pe thore than
<« praitifing - before-harid  one of. thefe
.* points;which, as I take:it,.is very eflen-
& siak-to the- happinefs of both a:husband
-+ an&awrfe --wluch ‘is thelnvmgno
3 mfcrvc 3

-- <Y am charm’d w:th your proe&,

® fwer'd - The 3 but- thmbac!iofus muft
¢ be.fure .to preferve an_ inviolable fe-
¢ crecy in what hasbéen’ unpartcd by the

¢ other; which is -another umn tiak
* tovm'd‘s conjuga.l felicity.! '
: :Jemmy having sffated Rer, that what-

ever fhe faid to him. on this ‘account
fhould be ‘no more tham tilking’to her
own heart, d::z ~wverk begmmng 10 divert
themfelves with. the idea of the many
Whitnfical paffages: -they “fhould have: fo
?ecxﬁe to- eteh o:hcr, when a- feotmdn

broughe ‘
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beought a; letrer, po, Jepny, — the cone
tents, whe;  Were Mq_ma, .

LI

LA

S T mfs}xasuxv.

- Diear ceeatuze, .. -

IB’ tlmgn;h 103 L yh:l? nnd dxt;l
<5 cdy 'F flateer m you wi
ﬂ'rlmmdy ‘comply with the requeft
'+ v cominsy — 1 am now dlone, and
o in "1 ‘fituation ' which requites  both
¢ .confohation and: advice; neither of
- “which Fcan hope for inore effectuall
¢ ‘thag -feom the  friend(ip “with whi
L4~ you: favour :me g I vmuld hnve wa:t-
=56 ‘ool you, bat.am

s fons whxch you will
< on ﬁ:cmg me. Iam,

)l\‘

P i._' << with the mm&&m

’:}? 3}': ;‘” L& my dear mifs stsAMY, -
:l.‘.:fr Ty T es Nm, &C
« E. Marro®s
4 P; S, }Ham nnhappily deprived of
iny to-night, I.beg you

e w.lll mt ail coming as early as

- % poffible-in the.moring ; for Iam

¢ all impatiencé to let you into the
hﬁoty of my misfortunes.”

-~

Th _.?. o BN ¢ See
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letter to Jcmmy, ¢ fortunc alre 1s

¢ likely to'&nefcntx me with fomct{

¢ that may be worth your knowlcdge 3

¢ the lady who writes in.this smanncr

¢ has honour and vjrtug ; = fhe has been

s but four months married to 3 geatle-

s man whom fhe preferred to'a

<« number of other admirers, and who

« feems paffionately fond of her ; —ypu

¢ will not wonder that I am,in a5 much

.¢ hafte to hear the occaﬁonofhcrcpm-
plamt,as the is to tell. it men ey

. She then. ordered & qhzu to ;hp dpor,
.and calling for her gloves and capuchin,
“hurried them on _ while he was raading ;
the motive which carry’d hcraway was

tog agsctable for him. to.offer to detain

hcr .and they wmtho farther ce-
rcmony than 2 mgbt.
P S TR AN C
t . . NVREIES S TN S
2 [V SCERLIY SUSL IR Vi 1
[ 2 ! ~ s ~%& I T
v -? -, . ralE 3 A
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: o) ,
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i CHAP VL

Contains fome things well worthy of be-
“ing ferivufly attended to, by thofe
e feqial’{y Jor whofe fervice they are
" chigfly inferted, IR
HOUGH- Jenny had not doubt-
A .ed, by the lady’s letter, but that
fomnething very extraordinary and per-
plexing had happen’d to her, yet the was
far from expecting to find her in the
conditiori fhe now did. -~ -

. ‘That half diffratted fair one was lying
exténded- on a -couch, < her’ hair loole
< and - hanging-in wild diforder over her
" facej s ‘her- lovtly ‘eyes’ polring forth.
tears, - all her features diftorted!with ex-

" cefs of paffion, and every fymptom of -
- defpair, grief, and rage about her. °

-~ Jenny-was quite frightéd; and indéed,
“'who'that had beheld her in this manher,
" but -muft have thought the moft térr'xb}e

accident imaginable - had - befalten her !

¢ Ab, my dear mifs Jeflamy,. faid fhe,
* ¢%s.ooii as fhe faw her erter “hdw chari-
-4 table i ehis vifitlo ‘A’ mdft Ghibne,
Lo A ¢ forlarn

-~
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¢ forlorn, and nnfetablc wom an upon
Searth! . ety
¢ Blcfs mey - cncd Jcnny, fcamg

¢ herfelf near her, — what can - have oc- -

_¢ cafioned this fuddem change in your
¢ late happy condition ! — Qh, I vnll

¢ tell you all, replyed the other; -bat

« when you fhall hear l:-(f)v; I have been

s treated by my ungrateful, — my per-

¢ fidious husband, you will torfwear n;,:r‘

.¢ riage, and curfe the whole. race of falfe
¢ dﬂIembhng mgn. .

R § fcnt for yeu, —_ contmued fhc, —
¢ to make. you the confidante of my e~
< fentment, as you have always been .of
¢ my love ; fordnsunwu’thy man, whom

'¢ from my flave ia now become my. tyr

.¢-rant ; and, inftead of ftudying how. s0
¢ plesfc me, has the infolence tqatiempt

-« making me fubfervient to his. will, apd
¢ to contradi® me even in. things .whege

¢ every woman has a right to rule, 5~

/¢ Could you ever have believed it, my
¢ dear mifs Jeffamy, — Went (e oy —

# the vain. creature smagines 1 have: Jaye
K ‘enough for him. ta fatu\ﬁcd wach
.* whatever he does ? . ..

1 thougl, Sndesd fand Jaon, wthat
e botb Qﬂygﬁ had lov!c;enoug Jl;qﬁfad
L ' tishie
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e-tisfied with' what ‘the other did; — But
« pray what may be the fubje® of the
¢ prefent difpute between you !—Oh fuch
« agrofs affront upon my underftanding,
¢ my humour, — my every-thing that is

- déar to woman-kind, reply’d mrs. Mar-
¢ fove, — But of what nature,” — again
‘demanded-her impatient friend ?

" ‘Tt wids in vain fhe repeated the queftion
over and over for feveral times fucceffive-
ky; mys. Marlove was too much overcome
by her paffion to be able to give any di-
re& account of the occafion, and all that
could be gather’d from her incoherent
exclamations was, that'a favourite . fer-
-want of mr. Marlove’s had quarrelled with
ber waiting-maid ; — that the had infift-
ed on the man’s being warn’d  away, and
“he as ftrenuoufly that %xe fthould part-with
-t -maid § ~— that very-high words had
s yofe ‘'on'this occafion 3 — that he had en-
- deavoured to exert the authority of -2 huf-
‘band, and fhe to maiataia the refpe@t-and
-complaifance du¢ to a wife 5 and thataf-
ter ‘having abfolutely. refufed to do. as fhe
- defired; he had-flung: out'of the houfe m
“¥ety- great difedntent. - . - '

_She was but juft beginning to_ enter
4omewhat - fatther iato: the- niérits of the
-cauft, wheni afervant put his- hgad.be-

tween
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tween the door,. and told mis. Marlaye,- .
that - the cloth was Jaid for’ fupper, — .
and that his mafter was come home., —
¢« Well, and what of that, cried fhe hafti-
¢ ly? Nothing, madam, faid the man;-on-
¢ ly my mafter defires that yaur ladythip . -
¢ and the young Jady will be plealed o .
¢ walk down.—Tell him,’—reply’d fhe, .
with the utmoft difdain in her voice and .
countenance, — ¢ that I am .pot pleafed
¢ to do any thing that he defires; and
# that I will neither eat nor fleep with .
¢ him while he keeéps that fellow Jona- .
< than in the houfe.’ S S S
On this, he faid. no more byt, with-.

drew, and mr, Marlove came up, in a.
moment after ; — his looks exprefs’d the .
qtmoft difcontent ; — he “falyted | Jenny, -
however, with. refpeét, ang then turaing .
to his wife: — ¢ I am. {urprifed,. my .
# dear, eried he, - that you fhould expofe
«. yourfelf in this maoner : family difpuses
.¢ ought to be difcnfs’d in private ; it .
-« impertinent to trouble our friends with
-« them, and ridiculous to make eur fepr
¢ vants xhe witnefles, of , shem ;i— for .
¢ Heaven’s fake, therefore,. copfider. a
¢ little, — S

' . R LR

S RO . ’..'.;‘A,.;; :.‘ ; .'JJr.... .

= ;%I fhalk.conlider. mothing; fuid, :{hgri-
-$-getrupting: him,::but, youm wﬂdndﬁi;
‘. B N ‘$
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¢ and ingratitude ; — What, purfued fhe
¢ with-vé¢hemence, — to reﬁigg me in fo
¢« poor ‘a trific “as the difimiffion of a fer-
< ,‘.'..ant,’? -} ’,A_.‘.'.* ‘ '"v ‘ ' . - - .

¢ Trifles,  madam, "anfwer’d he very
¢ gravely, when'infifted on too peremp-
. to_ri'g'é, become things of confequence ; .
¢ befides, you have aoften heard me fay
¢ this man lived with my father ; — that
¢ whern I went abroad he give him to 'me
¢ as'the choiceft prefent he could make ;
¢ that he attended me in my travels
¢ through the greateft part of Europes
¢ and that I have experienced his love .
¢ apd fidelity to me in a thoufand in-
¢ ftances : — it would therefore be highly
< unjoft - and ungencrons in 'me to turn
¢ him off ; and I can look vpon it as nd -
¢ lefs unreafonable in you to requeft it
¢ merely on the idle: complaints and
¢ tittlestartle of a'charhber-maid. . -

¢ That chamber-maid,” — faid the in®
¢ the moft’ haughty tone, — while fhe
“¢ ‘bejongs-to me, i§ at leaft upon a level
¢« with your 'valet, — though in fpite o
¢ me,. I fuppofe, you have now raifed
¢ him to ‘your houfe-fteward.”

« Mr. Marlove grew very red at thefe
wards, and was about to have made fome

_reply,
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reply, which-perhaps might-have height-
en’d the quarrel, when' the ‘perlori-whe’
had been the occafion of it” entér’d the °
room, , ‘

He was a grave, well ldok’d ‘tnan, and
had a certain open honefty in-his coun+
tenance, which anfwer’d to the - charactéy
given of him by his maiter. b

¢ Sir, faid he to mr. Marlove, bowing
¢ in the moft refpe@tful manner,—1 have
¢ never known in -my whole life fo real
¢ agrief as ¥ now feel, in finding myfelf
¢ the ‘unhappy caufe of any difagrec¢utent
¢ between your honour and my ladp ;e
¢ I therefore moft humbly befeech - Yoo’
¢ will be- pleafed to permit me to quit
¢ -the houfe diretly ; for i is notfit your
¢ honour’s peace of mind fhould faffet
<-any- difturbance, or my lady the leaft
¢ uneafipefs, even for a moment, ‘on fo
¢ worthlefs a fubjeft as myfelf.

¢« How, Jonathan, demanded mr. Mat-

¢ love, are you in fuch hafte to léave my
¢ fervice, that you-would go before I am
¢ provided with a proper perfon to fup-
¢ ply your place # — Oh, there is no
¢ reafon for detaining him on that ac-
* count, cried mrs. Marlove, my Abigail
¢ has a brother juft now come out of

- ¢ place;
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¢ place j — by the chara@er T have heard
¢ of him heg will be extremely fit for you,
¢ and_ we can have him at.a minute’s
¢ warning. .

. ¢ *Tis -very likely,” — reply’d he ; —
then having paufed a little on what his
wife- had faid ; — ¢ Wel}, Jonathan, —
¢ purfued he, we will talk farther on this
¢ matter to-morrow ; but leave the room,
¢ and bid fomebody Send Abigail hither.’
Mrs. Marlove exulted within herfelf on
hearing him- fpeak in this manner, and
pulling Jenny by the fleeve, —My dear,
cried fhe to her in a low voice, ¢ I fhall
‘.cg;taqung this domineering husband at.
¢ L . .

Abigail immediately obeying the fum-
mans, that, had been fent for her ; Well,
Abigail, faid my, Marlove, with a half
{mile 5 which fhe then took for an-indica=
tion of his being in great good humour
with her; but, as it afterwards proved, was
‘0o morc than. a farcaftick fneer, ¢ I am
¢ told you have a brother perfectly qua-
¢ lified for my fervice. ’ N

. ¢ Yes, pleafe - yosir honour, anfwer'd
¢ .fhe fimpering ; and, though I.fay it,
¢ as clever a fellow as ever ftepp’d in
. ¢ fhoe-leather 4 he can comb 2 wig to a

c ¢ ¢harm,

2
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¢ ¢harm, and buckle too upon occafion ;
¢ be does every thing in tafte, I affure .
¢ your honour ; — belides, he is a fpruce.

¢ young man, and a thoufand times fitter. .
¢ to attend your honour than the old tor-
¢ mal creature ycu have now.’

"¢« It may be Yo, faid mr! Marlove ;: bat
- ¢ I have no bufinefs for him, nor have:
¢ you apy in my houfe.longer ‘than this
¢ pight ; therefore pack up your trum-
¢ pery and be gone to- morrow morning :”
fhe was opening hcr, mouth to fpeak,
buthe prevented her by faying, in a fte.nr
_and refolutg voice, ¢No raparties, min¥,
¢ T'will have no' incendiasies in my fa."
¢ mily ; — out of my fight this moment
¢ and come into it po more.” o

Though fcarce arny creature was dver :
endow’d with 2 greates thare of confi-.
dence than this wench, yet was. fhe now :
fo tersified at the looks™ of her mafter, -
that fhe durft not utter a fingle fyllable
while in his prefence, and contented her-
felf with muttering all the way fhe went
down ftairs, what fhe had not. courage
to fay loud enough to be .beard. !

" Butit is altogether impofiible to de-
fcribe the rage mrs. Marlove was in at
thig laft proof of her husband’s refolut‘;;)n;

. which
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which was the more infupportable to her,
as.fhe had not.above ‘a -moment - of two
befare Rattéied herfelf ‘with 4 belief that
he wa:s nmlmabie v conforni to her de-

She would have fpoke, but excefs'
of. paffion choak’d the paflage of her
wonds 3'~fhé flew into her chamber and
threw herfelf upon the bed, wheré fhe
certainly would have fallen into d fit, “if
Jenny, who had immediately follow’d her,”
had not cut the laceings of her ﬁays, m'
order w0 givc her axr :

R
Om thxs ihebegan t revwe a ‘h"tle, and*
Abiggil that inftant coming up gave’ her
a-glafs of rold water, which'perfeéted the’
cure : — the firft ufe the made of her re-
ceived breath was to inveigh againft the
injuftice,.as. fhe term'd it, of hér husband
— Jenny. was .endeaVOm‘ing to pcrfuadc
her 10 more moderation, but was inter-
Jupted. in the midft of what ﬁxe was fay-
ing by Abigail. - ‘

‘ Nay, madam, cncd that maIapert
¢ huzzy, for that matter my lady has ag
 much reafon to be vex’dis I; —for my'*

¢ part, I do not ‘’know what my maﬁe:
¢ means by ufing me as he has done
¢ he gwes mmfelf ﬁrangc axrs, methmks

S Iam

»
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< I am fure it is not like a_gentleman te
¢ thew fo little refpet for a fervant.”.

- .

Thefe faucy'"réfie&i‘dhs"'-broughé‘ mrs.

Marlove more to hérfelf than all the affi--

" ftance that had been given'her ; dngry as
the was with her husband, . the could not
bear to hear him mentioned by fuch a

" creature in the manner the now ‘did. Aits, -

cried the, — ¢ refpect, — was™ ever 'ahy
¢ thing fo ridicutoufly impudent! fure,
¢ wench, thou haft forgot that the gen-

¢ tleman thou fpeakeft fo contemptuoufly -

¢ of is my husband

¢ No, madam, anfwered the, ‘brid-

- ling up her- head, ¢ I forget nothing -
‘a1 o £

ught to femember ; and I mu

¢ fay again, that it does not become him
¢ to treat cither 'you or me fo unhand-
¢ fomely as he has done. — What, does
¢ the odious thing pretend to ‘'make com-
¢ parifons # cried mrs. Marlove ; and,
provoked beyond all patience at the in-
. folence of her deportment, fnatch’d a
powder-box fram off the drefling-table
and threw it “at her head, — faying, ‘at
the fame timeg ¢ Be gone this inftant ; —
¢ I fhall kcg

' me.

¢ Bold-

—-—-_ e .

no fuch bold-face about .
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¢ Bold-face, madam, returned the au-
¢ gacious Ccreature; very pretty truly ;
¢ but don’t think I fhall beg to ftay;
©-there are otber places to be had, and I
¢« "do not value.” — She would have ran
farther on in the fame ftrain, if the fudden
appearance of her mafter had riet ftopp’d
her mouth, and made her think propcr to
i 50 out of the room.

Mr, Marlove being hcamly athamed -
“that Jenny had beed witneis of this
foolith affair, refolved to falve it up, if
poﬁible, beiore fhe went away; and, to
that end, came .into his wife’s chamber ;
chufing; rather to recede a lictle from whas
he thought his juft prerogative as a hufs
band, thap fuffer. her to depart with the
potion his’ havmg afferted it too far.

** Ashé. came inito the room at one doos
Abtgeul was going out at the other’; —
he cafily perceived, by her countenance,
that, fome brulée_had happened between

. her and her lady, which taking for a good
omen. of fucceeding “in hxs defign, he
zpproacl;’d mrs, Marlove ; and, with an -

erfectly, degagée ;oM unembarras’d, .
E ope,- my dear, faid he, you are by

. thls_ time: convmccd, that your maid

: ha.d a,fg;;l}er yiew, m quarrelipg with

< Jona.than
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< Jonathan than fhe pretended, and alfo
¢ how little the deferves you fhould ef-
¢ poufe her caufe. -

¢ She has been impertinent, indeed,
« anfwer’d fhe 3 but it is no wonder that
¢ fhe is fo; when a2 woman is ill treated
¢ by her busband, fhe can expe& no other
. ¢ than ta be fo.by her fervants alfo ; and
¢ it is to you, —to you alone, that I
¢ either have, or fhall hereafter be de-
< prived of tie refpet due to me from -
¢ our domeftics. ’

¢.Accufe me not, faid he, of a thing
¢ fo contrary to my nature ; <~ your me-
¢ rits, and my juft-fenfe of them, will
¢ always engage me to behave towards
¢ you, both in public and in private,
-« with all the complaifance and tender-
¢ nefs that man can pay or womancan .
¢ expect,

¢ Then you would net contradit ‘me
€. in trifles, cried the, 2 lirtle foften’d.
& 1 will contradi® you in nothing, faid
¢ he, that my reafon will permit me to
¢ grant, or your own, on mature delibe-
¢ ration, induce- y®u to defire. — As for
¢ the prefent- difpute between us, conti-
¢ nued he, I'only beg you ‘will defer ai;g
s farthes fpecchof it till t6-motfrow; and-it,’

¢« - ¢ in
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¢ in that time, you do net. find ' caufe 0
. gl!myous opinion, 1 fhall. endeavour 19
¢ accede to yours. oo

.. ¢ A very fair .propofal, indeed, fir,
¢ faid Jenny fmiliag ; and, my dear mrs.
“¢ Marlove, if you do not accept it [
- ¢ fhalllay the whole blame of all the dif-
¢ agreements ‘that may hereafter happen
5 between you eatirely oa your ill-nature.,

¢ That is a very fevere inference, re-
¢ ply’d fhe; however, to oblige you, I
¢ fhall comply with  mr. Marlave’s re.
¢ queft.’—< 1 am glad to obtain it at any
¢ rate, cried he ; —and I hope we may
¢mnow go down to fupper, which has
¢ waited for wus.this half hour.” — Mrys,
Mazlove faid fhe did not care for. eating,
.And defird they would excufe her ab.
fence ;-but, by the intreaties of her huf-
band, and fome little pleafantries Jenny
made ufe of on this occafion, the was ar
laft prevailed upon, and. they all went
‘down together into.the parlour.

- Jenny kept an obfervant eye over both
the husband and the wife all the time they
were at table ; and, asshe was happy in a
penetration, which few of her fex, ef;
cially: at her years, can boaft of, eafily
perceived: that though he behaved with 2

-Voor. I E politencfs
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'politenefs beyond ;what could have been --

d -afeer what ‘had pafs'd, and the
fcemed to have abated a great part of her
late hau%:iﬂeﬁ and refentment, yet nei-
ther of them were fincerely inclined to
fubmit to the will of the other, in any
thing which was not entirely agreeable
to their own. -

The apologics they made to_her, how-
ever, on the account of the unpleafing en-
tertainment fhe had met with'in this vific,
with fier obliging anfwers to them in re-
turn, and repeated ‘good withes for their
future peace, engroffed a great part of
their converfation during the whole time
fhe ftayed. , '

- But the night being far advance
ed, when ﬁ:pgllr wis bngcd e took her
leave 'of the half reconciled pair, and
went home full of ‘thofe reflections whick,
"on’ the Tcene the had been witnefs of, muft
-naturatly have occurr’d even to 4 perfon
of 2 much lefs confiderative difpofition. -

—— -
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CHAP. VI

Afords frefo matter for edification
- to thofe who fland in -need of st, as
well as entertainment to fuch who
do not. -

"ENNY had an infinity of good na-
«7 ture, and was extremely treubled -at
the di ment fhe had feen between
two perfons whom fhe thought had been
entircly happy in - being united to-cach
other : «~ the more fhe mmminated on
.the behaviour of mrs. Marlove, the. more
fhe found in.it to condemn ; but then
fhe was alfo equally furprifed to find fo

"k rquetly been in theircompany
y in their ¢

while in their days. of -courtthip 3 = ih{
had feen him humour all the kttle whims
and caprices which the vanity of flacter’d
. beauty had made her guilty of ; — fhe
had heard him praife even her very foi-
bles, and feem charmed with what the teft
of the world moft-blamed her for., .

¢ Good God, cried fhe to herfelf, -how

¢ ftrange a revetfe does marriage bring !
* who that fees 2 man a husband would
. Ea % gvef
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ever think he had teen a lover ? —
till fhe was a wife, he would not have
prefumed to argue with her on any
%oint fhe took . upon her to affert ; —.
e would not then have oppofed
his reafon to any folly fhe committed ;
’tis true fhe has infifted on a thing,
which he muft have been both ungene-
rous and weak to have comply’d with 4
yet would he once pot have dared to
have contradicted her in much greater
matters : — if the is proud; ~— impe-
rious and vain, it is on his own too ob-
fequioufnefs he ought to lay the blame.
Oh, why will men endeavour to per-
fuade us we are goddefies, only to create
themfelves the pains of conxincing us
afterwards that we are but mortals !

« Yet after all, faid fhe again, we know
that the extravagant encomiums fo la-
vifhly beftowed upon us before mar-
riage, are.mere words of courfe ; the.
homage, — the fubmiffions paid us by
the lover, all ferm and empty fhew;
and, as they are put in prattice only to
footh -our vanity, ought not to deceive
our underftandings fo far as to make
us imagine we either deferve, or have a
right to expe&t the continuance of them,
when the' motive that induced them is
0@ more. ——Marriage, as it removes all
: 4 coyrefs
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¢ coynefs dnd referve in the women, fo it
¢ deftroys all fufpence in the men : —he
¢ is then in poflfeflion of his wifhes, has
¢ done with hopes and fears ; and follici-
* ¢ tations of courfe muft alfo ceafe.

¢ Stripp’d, therefore; of that imagi-
nary authority with which we once
flatter’d ourfelves, it is certainly the
bufin=fsof our fex to endeavour, by the
moft foft and obliging behaviour, to
preferve and improve, if poffible, the .
love of him, whom it "is- no longer
. in our power to awe by a contrary way
of afling. ‘

PO S O S

¢ A tod great tenacioufnefs of our own

* merits, purfued fhe ; the pride of doing
¢ whatever wé have a mind to, and of
"¢ impofing the Iaws of our own will on
¢ that of the lover, may be fubmitted ta
¢ while we are miftrefles ; but will never.
¢ "be bdrne with when we are wives : —
" ¢ the men, confcious of that fuperiority
¢ which cuftom' and the matrimonial co-’
¢ venant has given them, never fail to
¢ exert it, oppofition on our fide is
¢ ftruggling againft the ftream, and but
¢ ferves to fhew outr weaknefs the more .
* in the vain attempt. -

¢ In my opinion, went fhe ftill on, the
’ .E 3 ¢ way
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¢ way to accomplith what we aim at, is
.¢ not'to yrge it with too much vehe-
““mence, eveA in the moft reafonable

¢ things, much lefs can we expet fupcefs -

¢ when we infift on ficch as are in them-
* felves unjuftifiable ; — as in the cafe of
¢ mrs. Marlove ; and I much fear, that
¢ if many contefts of this nature happen,
¢ they will by degrees weaken her huf-
« band’s affection for her; perhaps, in.
“‘time, utterly deftroy it, and render her
¢ both unhappy and unpitied.” '

In this manner did the fagacious Jenny.
- reafon within herfelf upon the caufe in
_quettion ; and upon the whole, her judg-
ment entirely acquitted mr. Marlove of
all blame, ahd gave the verdi&t againft
his too affurhing wife, for whofe late be-
haviour fhe could find no excufe, except
her extreme youth, and inexperiénce of

the temper of mankind, that lady be-, .

-

but fixteen, which was two years fhort
“the age fhe had attain’d herfelf.

" This naturally led her into reflections.
on the folly of two perfons uniting them-
felves together by the folemn ties of
marriage, without having well confider’d
the duties of the ftate they were about to
enter into, and confirm’d her in the refo-
“Jution fhe "before had taken of living
: ¢ fingle,

in,
o

|
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fingle, till fhe was as well aflured, a3 hu-
man reafon could make her, that both her-.
felf and the man who was to be her
husband, were equalli qualified to ren-
der each other truly happy.

_ She longed, however, to fee Jemmy,
that the might relate this ftory to him,
and hear his fentiments upon it; but fhe

faw him not all the next 'day, which a
little furprifed her, as four and twenty

~ hours feldom paffed over without his ma-.

king her one vifit, if no more ; theacci-
dent, .which now occafioned hisabfence fo
much longer than ufual, was, indeed, of
a pretty particular nature ; — it ‘wagthis :

On his ‘coI:ﬁ'ng home the pight before

he found a letter that had been left for
him, requefting his company at an enter-
tainment to be given the next day oo a

very; extraordinary occafion, by a gentle..
man who had beenan intimate acquain-.
tance of his father’s; — the invitation
was too prefling for him to refufe com-
plying with it, which atherwife he would

“gladly have done, as he expelted not
‘to find any guelts there fujtable to his

age or humour.

" He found himfelf, however, agrecably.
deceived in this conjeture, and was fur-
! : ¢ prifed,
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prifed, on his entrance into a fpacious
room, to fee it fill’d with a very brilliant
cbmpany of both fexes, who being af--
fembled in order to celebrate the moft
joyous circumftance that cin happen in
private life, came with a fincere refolu-
tion of contributing every ‘thing in the
power of each to do honour to the feaft
prepared for them. - '

But not to keep the reader in fufpence,
the perfon who made this invitation was
a gentleman of birth and fortune; — he
was. married in his youth to a lady of ce-
Iebrated beatity, and every way his equal ;
bur, through a too great love of -pleafare
on his fide, and fome errors in condudh,

“though without ‘any breach of virue on.
her’s, they had been feparated for four-
teen yeurs; witheut the leaft probability of
being reconciled, and even lefs of their-
ever living together again, as all the in-

fition of their friends for that pur-
ﬁoc, during fo long a fpace of time,
ad been in vain, and was, at laft, en-
tirely given ovet : — the unhoped - for

“event, notwithftanding; came to pafs ;—
both parties were alike touch'd with a

- juft {enfibility of their former miftakes,
and return’d to the embraces of each.

other, with more ardency of aﬁ'céfli‘on
o : an

-
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than that with which they had: ﬁrﬁ met

in- marnage.

~ There is certamly nothmo' .which fo
much demonftrates the ﬁnccrxty of our
" reformation, as a free confeffion that we
have been in the wrong, -— ¢ I was, faid -
¢ the gentleman, in pofleflion of a trea- -
« fure before I had attain’d to an age ca-»
« pable of knowing the true value of it
«. 1 wore it as an_idiot does a dnamoml,
¢ carelefs on my arm, and liable to he:
¢ fnatch’d from me by the ﬁr& perfon:
¢ who admired its- luftre ; — but heawens
¢ has preferved it as a bleﬂing for my-
s nper Judgmgnt.

" He concluded thefe words thh kx{ﬁng
bis lady’s-hand, " and then went on, .¢ }
¢ was, con;mucd he, one of thofe thought.

< lefs wretches, which the poet, . doubts + -

« lefs, had in hiseye whcn he wrote. thefe

¢ lmes :

e Fx&mous Joys adut’d my dazzled
_ Andledthcmm themxﬁ:xcma,zca
¢ while; - ‘
Beﬁggwxl’d with empty air, my rcﬁlcfs
"« Sl af#r fome un:a&cd plea@:c,
s roamd :

" E 3 ¢ But
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* But now the wanderer fesks his peace-
¢ ful home,

¢ And there finds all it vainly foughe '

‘abroad

*] cannet fulfer you, my dear,’ faid -

- the lady, with a moft becoming fmile,

¢ to take apon yourde lfthewholeblame’
fagreernent, which -

‘ofthnt unha
¢ has c&yded us;—latfohave
'hadmyﬁme of guik, though in a

¢ different way from yours 5 — if you'

¢ have been too gay, I have been too int-
- ¢ ¢onfiderate ;21 have éndeavoured not
¢ fo make home delighefuil to you'; —T:
‘s rather, by a thoufand impertinencles
" ¢ and follies, render’d my prefence tire-
”. ¢ fome 3 Thad no ided duties of
g myplace but behaved, when fet at the
¢ head of a family, as I had done in the
. m;r&ry, and expe&«.f to be humbur’d
- ¥ in the fame manner.” .

. ‘Thus did this latcly re-\miced pair
equally condemn themieives for the rhif-
carriages of their paft condu@ ; but,
while they weré , there were not
8 few in company of oth - fexes, who
‘hung down heads, as confcious’ of
" not bei wholly free from thcerrors
they h::& ‘mentioned,
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“Jemmy, according to the agg-qemenc,
made betwegn him and Jenny, kept an

‘obfervant cye on all thofe whom he found

were magried, aad ea,ﬁly pe:cc.wcd, by .
the loaks, which one of them in ar,
frequently gave his wife, thas - were.
for from Lmng ether in a perfe hare
many 5 .the’s. &8 he had never feen ei-
ther of fhem befgge, ‘and was .wholly
unacquainted mth theis qrcumﬁancu;
condmom, or. umours. it was utterly,

poffible for hm} guels from what
luq;t <caufe the difcard he difcover’d pro-
ceeded 3 — bt as it was the, husband

. Whe ieqm’d mofk d;ﬂ‘qt:sﬁed, he con~
cluded, withour knowing any thing of

the matter, thas it mukbsthe wife wbq
mmbhm .

“The.wen greapttohetqomnl;q .

" one another on this ftore : — ia the litrle

vme that Jemmy had at peefept for
ﬁ%mmﬂm omﬁ
dwe&ymo head :

Eﬂt kuowde;lrnt cares a hmhmd’
*MM“*‘"WMJW&
kpdwgetbcnmpra&qabb fornary
Mmk. fﬂgwhsm uwh:;

&~
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ahy real or imagined caufe of compl
cach other, to keep the u%&-
nefs they labour under from being viGble
to the world ;— however- perfo&, as to
other thmgstheymay be in the art of
diﬂimulauon, in this, fpite-of their utmoft’
endeavours, the fentiments Of their-learts -
will -break out; — every' Jook, — every:
betrays the inwaed pangs ‘they
eel ; — which fhews, that of all circum-
ftances of difeontent, thofe  of mamage
are mth the moﬁ: diﬁicuky fu&am’d

Iemm was afterwards mformcd, thiti
the laft mennon’d gentleman was one of
the many whom, it .is not in the power of
fortune to muke happy ; <= that he took-
a-kind- of ‘gloemy - pleafure in -creating -
to hunﬁ:lf ideal ills, .and then ftarted ae
the apparition, which nothing but his
own ive fmcy had congured up.

: Hrs»wtfe mﬁrfrombemg.abeautf \
and as- -t her perfon,- fhe had: received
no more from nature -than -would -jufb
ferve to make her pafs for not
able ; ds tot her behaviour, it was affable

“and chearfu} but withal txmmcly mo-
deft;; forw!henevera&‘a&edataogreat
referve, fo the was equally free from all

_that'had ehe appearatice of Jevicyy Bue

~hmtherdle Tigtle- fom -hee eyss . hqd‘»d

captivating,
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captivating, nor the prudence of  her.
carriage, could hinder "“hiwe from: imagin-.
ing every mar thas- looked jupon her
had a dithonoumable defign towards . her,
and:alfo;thas.fhe bad. ;mschﬁnchnanon to
cncourage it. :

The whok af’ thfc entermnment con-

'cluded with a kind of ball ; and as. there

were more gentlemen: than ladies prefent, |
the cloudy husband, with- two others, re-.
tired .to: one: corner ‘of the roam, and fat

drmkmg ta the heaiths of thofe that
émoad. .

3

It was by mere- accxdcnt, and \vrthom:
the Jeaft- defign - om-cither fide, : that
Jemmy had for his partner the wife of
this-fufpiclous gepticman 3 — but it was

lca{ant: enbugh - for: thafe:-who - fat near
gumto obferve with -what -eagernefs his
eyes purfued each-mozion in them; which
the zegulation of the: danoe rdquired, —
howe his cajour ‘changeéd, ~2how his Lps
trethbled, whdnever -thas couple fet-to
each, other,-or: tusn’dh hands 5 it was:in
vain they filiid his glafy and - reminded
him-of rthe . neglc&ed ipoaft, though it
wefe even that of the- ifamily ;~— he
7 of;:whng t mmfc,nndfx‘
eryAs he maginesd, uraging the
:i‘:zgmb courtthip of a. ﬁ wheo u;gou
LY mg‘adc
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. invade his rights, he hadmlonger
tience, and the fecond dance w as but

led up when he rofe from his feat
faid-he mult go home, for he had letters
ofxmportametom,whn:hnll that
moment he had forgot.

This put dl into diforder 3~ the gen-
_tleman who had made the invitation
would fain have him to ftay,

E“é';‘

" . but was -filenced the ' other, ing

the neceffity of his departure : — the lady
thea told him, with a gpeat ‘deal of go-
. litenefs, that if they muft be fo .
to be deprived of his company, fhe haped
- fhould noe' adfo lefe mass. -, ®ho
ﬁed‘oppafed had no Jetvers to- wrises: .

C 'No;-—-nomndam u&o:kp, oy
S “very great omotion; 'my may :
$ iif%ze‘ﬂmks' proper 3 I.do. motwant
¢ hery not 1 " —=fhe was sadv.
‘take her ledve whilehe was dhea
nor would fuffer:’ Wtobe,pm
upotr, By ali’ the lady could Ky, to
behtind ‘ber husband;: but it .was cafy.
any one 't fee her inelinations sook
contrary part, -and denied herfelf she fa- -
tisfaltion “fudh. goed :company . afforded,

mercly ehrough thc&?mﬁmaf puys
ing mdwly iw dun &e
bhome, ..ivv . L3

S Thu ,

Hﬂ’i 's

5
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* ‘Thus isdufirioufly do fome people la- -
bour to bring on what moft they would
avoid ; — if this lady had been poﬂ‘e{s’d
of a little more beauty, or to fpeak more
juftly, had fhe been miftrefs of a lefs
thare of dxfcrctxon, there were, doubtlefs,
fome in company - who would-have been
excited, by the jealoufy of her husband,
to have atteropted that chaftity . he- took
fuch nd;mlous ‘meafures to prcfcrve

Amt.m,, howem, the ‘behavieur of
thesimrbmd f;:cd toofrender himy c::é
remptibde in- cs Ot awery ohe,’
thar of the vnf::o give her charms,
which. otherwife could nat: havc boon "Q'f
mrk’d m her :

Ttufarcaﬁm ptﬁ’donthnu
o shaurner
$' 00 SGPEHE, Yot WEre I
mmm%xen,xf
themﬁc’s : fownds had - sios ve-’
mmdndrthe compuhys thmacgheir fort at’ -
tsme m*m-en?lbymenf

" novtc‘ohbedwbudbunbaton

going hoine .every ome tnade-their feveral
remavks lon- wiet M feen, but thé

tnind‘ofkmmy by-ie in &
. pdmcnlat
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particular manner, as he confidered all
that-had prefented itfelf to him that day

concurred to make up one great inftruc-
tive leffon tor himfelf. -

CHAP. VIIL

Will occalion <various [peculations in -
the inquifitive reader. ‘
7 HEN our pair of lovers came 'to
. relate mutually. to each other the':
foregoing narratives; they were both of -
:f:nion,.,that medt of the difagreements
t . happened _in marriage.- were occa- .
fion’d chiefly by the partiea entaring into -
that ftate too easly, and too precipitately.
R R S LA N LSO £ LA N S TR
-4 If. youx. friendss - who now fo much
"‘ijicc. in bE'tng l'e.uniw, fﬁd’ Jin'
« had taken care before marriage -to
< agin thefe qualifichgions neceflary. for
ssthe _pesformance of the dutisy requtired:
Yy fromgheir refpedtive flationd, they wonld
< probably ‘never havei: fallen: igitoi sthofe
¢ errors which caufed their feparation

I SRS SN .2 on B LN

i -‘Nbﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂd hein ‘.ﬁf?) ”‘?mﬁtM
% the,. be, Joit unreatonabipi jealons <of. his
& wilels gcendwils s prerioilyo tds.his

»iaine § ¢ becoming
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“ becoming a husband, he had made him-

felf well acquainted with her principles

and difpofition; and alfo equally fo with
“his own bumour.  ° )

"N &

"¢ Nor would mrs. Marlove, replied
Jemmy, if fhe had at ail ftudied the
temper of mankind, have been fo vain
as to expett the fame fubmiffion from
her husband as the received from him
while her lover ; — much lefs have pre-
tended to contradi¢t him .in things
wf,vhere it was not her province to inter-
ere.

e A d & A A a n

<. Right, refumed fhe fmiling, and you

¢ may now eafily perceive the advantage
¢ jt.is-t0' us not to ‘hurry ourfélves into
¢ wedlock, -as too many people do, with.:"
¢ out refleting what they are about, or
¢ being any way prepared to ‘make the
¢ noofe fet eafy. ‘ L
¢ Then you perfift in your - refolution
* rejoined - Jermny, of not_ being married -
¢ yet a while ?* to‘which fhe anfwering in
the affirmative, and repeating “the’ argu-
ments fhe had before made ufe of in her
" vindication, - he readily enough yielded to
the juftice of her reafons ; but that he
did fo was not-fo much owing to his
difcretion, as to another motive, which,
though
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though Jenny was ignorant of, it is not
convenicnt that the reader thould be fo.

He had, in reality, met with fome ad-
ventures of late which had given him
too high a relith for the modith pleafures
“of the town for him to be able to quit
them without relu®ance, and which he
had too.much good fenfe not to know
it would ill become ' him to indulge the
purfuit:of after ke fhould be a married.
man.

Among the many places of diverfion.
. this great and luxurious town abounds
. with, lady Racket’s afferably has been al-
ways look’d upon as the moft general.
" . rendezvous for all the young apd gay
of bath fexes. . S '

Jemmy. went frequently thithes, and ic.
happening that one cvcniq%thc coxi?gqy,
playing very high, he was ftripp’d of all
the money and bank notzs he had about
him, which amounted to a confiderable.
fum. - .

A little vex’d at his ill fortuae he was.
retiring’ to a window, n? order to com-
pofe himfelf, when the found of a female
- voice: very loud made him tyrg, his head ;

- he found it proceeded from Likeria, —

the .
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. the celebrated Liberia, who having been

playing" at another table, had loft all her
mongy, and had nat temper to bear it.

4 Was ever fuch curfed luck ! cried fhe, *
Rarting up from her feat, ¢ I have not
¢ a fingle ftake left; — I have a good .
- ¢ mind to make®*a folemn vow never to
* touch a casd again.’ ¢ Patience,-, ati-
¢ ence, madam,” —faid Jemmy, advance-
* ing towards her ; — ¢ behold in me your
- - ¢ brother in afflition ; thefe things will
= ¢ happen if we depend on the blind god-
¢ defs..—* Have you loft all your money
¢ too ? demanded fhe. Evyery doit, upon
¢ my foul, reply’d he 3 fo neither, of us
-¢ have any thing to do at prefent but to .
¢ dbferve the fate of others. r .

¢« That would be an infipid way of
killing time indeed, faid fhe ; fuppofe
you and I fhould fet down to picquet, .
as we l;oth are in the fame condition,
and can play with nobody elfe.’—¢ With
-all my gmrt, anfwered he, and ftake
honoyr againft honour.”—¢ Perhaps that
¢ would be juft nothing at all, cried the
¢ Jaughing. — I dare truft yours, rejoined
¢ he, if you will put the fame confideace.
¢ i? minco :

® A A a &N

D 3
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{
It would be ungenerous 1n m re” 1
*.¢ply’d fhe, not to.return good opiniox. = -
.- . wx(b ood opinion; — bt I think itss”
.- ' againft_the rules .of gaming to -play
) merely upon credity — I will fet mg [
¢ folitaire’ agamﬁ.thatﬂn you»have upep
m ﬁnga : .'. * . .0 ...
]tmmy hada great regard for this-ridg,
not fo ‘much for h&huntrmﬁc ®alue of it,
though it was a fine diamord, asbecaufe
‘it had been his father’s, who had given
.. it to him fome little time before he died : o |
a moment’s recollection, however; fervad © !
to make him know what hes fhorid dp
on this occafion; and he reply’d with
grcat alertnefs, — ¢ Madam, Iheamly ‘
to your propofal, with this_ pro- ‘;
. v1fo, that ‘which ever of us is the win-
¢ ner, the ftakes may be redeemable ;—
¢ nor would it be fair in me to play with _
¢ you on any other terms, as your folitaire
¢.is worth much more than my rxng

¢ Well, it fhall be Ju{’c a¢ you would '

¢ have_it, reply’d (he, twentye guineas
¢ fhall be the event ;* — to which jemmK

agreemg, they fat down to a table whi

fome company had juft quitted ; 4he
sluck’d hcr folitare and he his ri::g
oth the pledges were laid under the
candleftick, and to play they went ; —

- fortune, for feveral deals, feem’d dubious
in
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P oinw hofe favou fhe fhould decide ; but

| e'at lcn , after a hard fought battle, gavc
tho ory to’ Jcmmy

, o .“,-.,

e Was ever any thxng fa unluckly, faid .
,{he, but I -won’t give~out, comc, fir,’
conuimcd fhe, thuffling the cards,* gwen-
. ¢ty Buineas miore’; — or, if you pleafe,” -
S e ;huty I talfl then either be indebied

¢ fifty preces to you, or have a claim on
.. % you.jor ten.’ .
e Jemmy would fain have dperfuadcd her
» .- tg give over, but fhe would hear nothing
he faid on &hat fcore ; they cut the cards,
poor Liberia, had thc advantage of thc
deal, but “was nothing a .gainer by it,
.»* the had not even the fatisfaction of a fe-
cond ftruggle ; he immediately produced
© point — quegn — and quatorze, without
the trouble of playing a card. :

o (;onfu{' jon, cried ibc, burfting into
"¢ tears,dure all the ftars in the firmament
» have confpired this night againft me !’
- with thefe words fhé, rofe from table ;
¢ you have won, fir, p urfued the, I knaw
" ¢ your directions, and wxﬂ fend the money
< in a day or two.” She ftayed not to
“hear what_anfwer he would make, but
* flew out " of the. room with an air which
';lnno;cd the' utmoft agitation of mind.
. Liberia
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« her. ; his heart was that inftant 6'd with

T Madam, faid he to her, ] cannot fuffer .
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Liberia had a great fhare of beanty,
and Jemmy of good nature ; thediftres ~
fhe appeared in remder’d her more lovely
in . his eyes than ever he had thought

PP Y Y T Ly e

emotions fhe had never before infpired® it |
with ; — he followsd, with the fplitdire ‘

" in hishand, and overtoak her as fhe wgs . "

P

paffing through a room inorder to reach
the &air-cgfe. "o : )

-

¢ that beautiful metk thould be without =
¢ fo becoming an ornament, even for the

s {malleft fpace of time; I befeech you

¢ therefore, to refume this jewel, and alfo

¢ to aflure yourfelf, that I dare take your .

¢ word of honour as a .fufficient fecurity .2
¢ for a much greater fum than the trifle

¢ to which. fortune has jult now catitled

¢ me. . .

*« No'mr, Jeffimy, anfwer'd. fhe, that
¢ muft not be, my lord is at plefent que. 4
¢ of town, or it he were at home, I -

.

- ¢ fhould not chufe to acquaint* hitm with

¢ my loffes at play 3 — it is alfo  impro-
¢ per for me to let the fteward ' know agy

¢ thing of the matter ; = it may be lon.

» ger than 1 could with, or you perhaps

- ¢-gxpe&, before 1 can, with apy conve.

nienced,



- - .

‘

Jemmy opd JENNY JEssamy, gg
¢ nience, difcharge my obligation ; - fo
¢ defire you will fay no more, but keep
¢ the pledge till in my power to redeem
3 l]?.’ I :

- All this was delivered in a voice fo
broken and hefitating, that Jemmy ea-
fily perceived by that, as well as by
her looks, that it was with ¢he utmoft
relu@ance fhe refufed the offer he had

" made, though her pride would not fuffer

her to accept it,

Something, which the reader will pre-
fenigly difcover, coming that moment into
his head, ¢ Since you infift, madam,” faid
he; -looking tenderly on ‘her, ¢ and will
¢ needs force me to retain fomething of
¢ yours in ‘my hands, confent, at leaft,
¢ that I exchange this mortgage for fome
¢.other, if you will permit me to wait
¢ on you home, and look over your
¢ trinkets, I fhall certainly find fomewhat
sithat will pleafe me as wel, and you
s can much betver fpare, .

e ! 'mu&"not Teje&t every thing you
-+ propbfe,” repli¢d the with a ha?tsfmik,
ahd-then feceived the folitaire from him,
"which he affiffed ‘her in replacing, and
“while -he "was doing - fo&tvc her neefk
-a gentle prefiure, ashich fheiwas not fo

B s, T aentivie
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. infenfible as not to know . the meaning
~of.

There needed no 'more, — the ‘gave

him her hand to lead her down ftairs, — _

her own chair ‘waiting in the hall the
-wentinto it, and he follow'd in.a hackney.

- On coming to her, boufe, fhe conduéted
him dire&tly to her drefling room, where
her woman being fitting at work, fhe
bad her fet a botile of wine on the
table, and setire till call’d for, —faying
the had fome accounts to fettle with
that gentleman. .

This attendant' was no fooner with-
drawn than the reduced Liberia opeged
a little cabinet, which contain’d her
Jewels.—¢ Here, fir, cried fhe, are all
¢ the toys of this nature I am miftrefs
-¢ of.” — Jemmy fcarce vouchfafeing a
“glance towards them, reply’d, — ¢ They
& muft be finc, indeed, fince owned by
¢ you, and muft dazzle the fight of
" ¢« man-lefs knowing than I pretend to be
.¢ in what is; truly valuable ; — but what
% is all the luftre they can boaft while
.¢ you are in prefence ? — How faint are
i+ therays .of the diamond. to thofe your
-« eyes-fend forth.! = how infipid, — how
o8 imallm‘sthziglm .af thesuby to- thefe
¢, hps L, . -

e . . He
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He began this Ipeech with looking in-

" tently ongal?er face, and finding nothing
there to difcourage his attempt, conclud-
ed it with throwing his -arms about her
waift, and giving her more lively indica-
tions of his fenfe of the perfections he had
praifed, than all in the power of language
could have done. : ;

They were alone, —2a couch was in
the room, fhe refifted not his encroach-
ments, and one moment gave him- thé
full poffefion of a happines, which not
half an hour-before he had not even thé
leaft thought of ever folliciting. :

* Scarce had he time to exprefs thé
tranfports of- his gratitude for the un- -
hoped favours he had received, -when
Liberia, hearing the found of voices -on
the. ftairs, rang her bell to know who
was there ; on which her woman imme-
diately came in, and told her that two
ladies, who had been at lady Racket’s
" affembly, and feeing her leave the conf-
pany fo abruptly, had call’d to know the
occafion, fearing the might be indifpofed.

¢ Lord, how impertinent is fome peo-
$ ple’s friendthip ! cried Liberia ;—Why
¢ did you not tell them I was well, but
Vor. L. F . ¢ very
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" ¢ very bufy ?* <I did fo, madam, reply’d
¢ the, other, and that you was fhut up in
¢ your clofet, wxiting létters ; but they in- -
¢ fifted on feeing you, — ran up ftairs in
¢ fpite of me, and are now in the draw-
$ ing room.’ o ,

¢ Well, = there is noremedy for thefe
¢ things, faid the, I muft go to them, or ‘
¢ they will bruft in upon me here ; you’ll !
¢ excufe me, @r. J l,e—-itishighly
. S impropeg yow fhould be feen ; — then

# tusning t0-her woman ; fhew him down
¢ the back flairs, added fhe, with as little
¢ poife as you can.’

-

4

She faid no more, but went ou; Jof the
goem to receive her co , and Jemmy
fuffer’d himfelf to be congu&ed by her
wesnan in the manger fhe had order’d,

CHAP IX
Has fomething in it of the morvellons,

T HOUGH Jemmy had as fmall a .
‘fhate of vanity in his comp?ﬁtxon as
any man that ever lived, yetit would
have been a thing almoft fupernatural.in
_him, if an adventure, fuch as he had jutt

- new met with, had not clated 2 heart fo
' - unexperienced



S RN e, T
) .

r
|

R i ok

Jemmy and JERNY JESsAMY. )
unexperienced as was his ;— Liberia was
a woman of diftinétion, young, beautiful,
and had every requifit¢ to render her the
delight and admiration of mankind ; to
what elfe then, but a peculiar liking of
his %crfon and behaviour, could it feem

flible to him to impute the conceflions
ﬁ?e had' rmade ?

It is not to be underftood, however,
that the pleafing fenfation he felt at this
event proceeded from the graification of
any paffion he had entertain’d for the
laXy, who fo highly had obliged him ;e
no, on the contrary, his affe@ion for
Jenny was a fure defence from the at-
tacks of any other charms ; he had often
feen Liberia, had thought her a fine wo-
man, asevery-one did 5 but he had never
been ' touched with the leaft fpark of
an amorous defire on her account ; nor,

_on looking on her, had even confiderd

the difference of fexes : but though what
had happened between them was merely
<cafual on his fide 3 yet he could not help
‘believing, that it was a previous inclina-
tion on her’s which alone could bave ex-

cited her to aét in the manner fhe had
done.

The hurry in which they were com-
pell’d to part, toek from him all oppor-
tugity of teftifying I.Ehat defire of continu-

_ a

ing



/4' T HISTORY of

ing a correfpondence with her, which
otherwife, he thought, the Wwould have
had reafon to expett; and which even
gratitude, politenefs, and even common
good nature, would have exacted from
him, '

He therefore went the next morning

to her houfe, certain in his mind of meet- -

ing with a reception fuitable to the kind-
ni fhe had given him fuch proofs of
the night before ; — fhe was juft drefs’d,
-and going to court; but, on his fending
up his name, guve orders for his ad-
mittance 3 the fervant who introduced
him immediately withdrawing, he ap-
proach’d to falute her with the air and
freedom of a favour'd lever,

But how unfpeakable wis his furprife,
when, going to take her in his arms, fhe

" ftarted back, and with a countenance all

awful and auftere, ¢ Hold off, fir, faid
¢ fhe, this is a familiarity neither becom-
¢ ing you to take, nor me to grant :’ the
confufion he was in not permitting him
to make any immediate reply ; ¢ I do

¢ not now, continued fhe, owe fifty pieces -

¢ to you.

e No, madam,’ réply’d he,‘a-little re=
covering himfelf ; .¢ but you owe me a

e *¢ heart
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¢ heart in return for that I have devoted
to you.” — < I -have nothing to do with
your heart, refum’d fhe ; and as for mine
it is my husband’s due.”— <If you really
think fo, madam, cried he, wherefore
did you flatter me laft night with ha-
ving fo large a part ?°—¢ What happen-
ed laft night, faid fhe, was merely ac-
cidental ; I had loft all my money, and
the debts we contraét at play, you
. know, are debts of -honour ; but where
my own is not concern’d, be affured I
fhall always have a juft regard for that
¢ of my husband’s.’

In fpite of the confternation Jemmy
was in, he could not refrain fmiling at
the diftinction this lady made, and with
an air, which had fomething of contemp-
tuous in it, ¢ I thought madam, faid he,
¢ that the honour of the husband and the
¢ wife had always been infeparable,

¢ They are fo, I allow, anfwer’d fhe ;
¢ but neceffity fometimes compels a wo-
¢ man to do what otherwife the would

- "¢ not be guilty of ; therefore I beg you

¢ will think no more of what has hap-
¢ pened, it was a foolifh affair indecti7 3
¢ but as it cannot be recall’d, fhould be
¢ forgotten,’ o

L]
-

i ;F‘.g - . He
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He was about to make fome reply,.
which it is likely would not have '&cn
very pleafing to her, but fhe went to the
_door and call’d to know if the chariot
was ready, and being told it was, ¢ Adieu,
¢ mr. Jeffamy, faid fhe, I am obliged to
¢ attend the princefs ; I hope whenever
¢ we meet, you will always treat me as
¢ the wife of lord **¢.° ' .

She had' no fooner fpoke thefe words
than fhe fhot like lightning out of the
room, léaving Jemiy in a fituation of
‘mind not eafy to be defcribed, or even
conceived, by any one who has not been
under the fame circumftances.

It was not that his pride was fo miuch
-mortifyed at this unexpetted . rebuff, as
his comprehenfion was confounded at itp
being given ; the more he endeavoured tp
fathom the myfterious meaning, the more
-he ‘was abforb’d in wonder ; in fine, he
knew not what to _think, nor by what
motive to acconnt for a proceeding fo
ftrange, fo contradiCtory to the very na-
ture of the fex. _ v

The frft fhock of any thing is vcx;y '

difficult to be conceal’d ; — the fpirits,
when fuddenly alarm’d, are in a hurry for
) . ' . a while,

e e ek amn




awhile, then fink into as extreme 2 lan-
guor. — Jemmy dined that day at a ta-
vern, by an appointment he had mads
with fome gentlemen of his acquaintance ;
but neithér their converfation, nor the
glafs which went brifkly about, had the
power of diflipating-his chagrin, or dris
ving Liberia entirely from his thoughts..

‘The leatt air of ferioufnefs in perfons
of an extraordinary vivacity cannot fail
of being taken notice of ; — Jemmy was
looked upon as. the life and foul of -all
the company he went into; and now to
find him, inftead of 1nfpiring others with-

_good humour, ftand in need of being in-
fpired himfelf, made every onc defisous
of knowing what had occafioned this
fudden transformation ; but the aTair was
not a thing proper to be talked on, and
he evaded giving ey diret anfwer to
the queftions put to him on.this head: »

He did not long, howewer, preferve &
taciturnity en this occafiom, which was
tty painful to him ; — the company
g broke up, and only one gentiman,
with whom he had a greater intimacy
than with any of the others, flaying be-
hind, he could not farbear fpeaﬂing of -
what fo much engrofs’d his thoughts 3
in fine, he related to him the whd% hif-

, | Fa tory
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tory of his late whimfical adventure,
concealing only the name of the-heroine
concern’d in it. : :

* But how ftran was he difappoint-
ed, when inﬁeadgdgf hearing hisplt"x")icnd
exprefs fome aftonifhment; as he expected
. he would have done, at.an event fo new
and uncommon, he only burft into fuch
a violent fit of laughter as hindered him
trom fpeaking for fome moments. :

¢ What, eriec Jenmy, 1 fupﬁofc ‘the'
¢ ftory I have been telling you is too ro-

¢ mantic to be believed, and you fufpe@® .

¢ I have been endeavouring all this while
# to impofe upon your underftanding an
¢ invention of my own, in the room of
¢ a real fadt? : L

- ¢ No, upon my word, - 'd the o-
¢ ther, I am fo confident of the tryth of
"¢ all you have repeated, that upon acca-
~ & fion I weuld be your voucher for every
articular of it ; — but what made me

]
¢ {o merry was, the great care you have

- ¢ taken in keeping the name of this fine «

¢ lady a fecret ;— What will you fay

L) ! .
- «-that I am very certain no woman but

« Liberia - is - capable of bshaving in the

" -« manner you have defcrib’d? .
T , : ~Liberia

.

- & now, continued he, if I tell you at once -

R,

.. £
. C;:;
BRI A
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Liberia herfelf had fcarce given Jemmy
" more furprife than his friend did in men-
tioning her as the perfon they were talk-
ing of. ¢ Liberia, cried he, What have
¢ I faid to raife fuch a conjecture in yout

¢ Nothing, upon my foul, anfwer'd the
¢ other ; you have nothing to accufe
¢ yourfelf of in this point, and might
¢ have told the ftory to five hundred
¢ people without any one of them being -
¢ able to guefs at the woman ; ~it ®
¢ not my penetration but my experienca,
£ has let me into the fecret of this.mat-
¢ ter ;—and to- make you mafter” of an
¢ other, I muft tell you-that I have been
¢ beforchand with: you. : .

- Jemmy, not perfectly comprehendin
thefe wog:'}s, aﬂ(clc)ie what he meant? ¢ Igt
-¢ happen®d, faid he, the other day, that one
¢ evening I play’d at the fame table with
¢ this: extraordinary lady 3 — I {wept the
¢ ftakes, and.fhe being out of cath, we
¢ went on upon credit ;—fortune ftill was
¢ on' my fide;— the loft' a confiderable
¢ fum to me, which I had the fame
. ¢ equivalent for that fhe beftow’d on you
¢ and when I waited on her fome days
¢ afterwards, in ord¢r to repeat my de-
¢ voirs, received alfo juft the fame re-

F ;5 ¢ pulle
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s g:{!fc you did, and found that it was
¢ humour ; — no play —no love,

¢ Then neither of us, cried Jemmy,
¢ arc oblig’d for the favours we have re-
. }c‘civ’d to a§ a;_norous lindinatioh on
¢ her part.’ ¢ No, faith, d his friend
. I-ra&aer:ttke her tobl:gnye. of the in-
¢ fenfibles that way ;—— but her luft of
¢ gaming is. infatiate ; — fhe would be
¢ eterpally - at it, — there all’ the paffions
¢ of her-foul are center’d; and though

+. S atprefent a prefeft enemy. <o religion,

.6 would be the greateft devotee i -
¢ able, were fhe once perfuade:lmﬂe
+ were gaming-tables in heaven. -

. ¢In fine, my dear Jemmy, 'd
+ be, the cal fandschue,—e ll;olg mthan'
at in one month, perhaps,
4 the gelag;-rol! of lord **s eftate pro-
duces in a year; and being, either
¢ thronﬂ fear or tendernefs, unwillin
¢ to make him acquainted with her i
i3 Fave chpetiencsds of fusiyig
. ¢and ve’ fatisfyi
"« the winners, and thinks hesfelf ng iff
< wife in fo doing ; fince fhe forfeits her
‘hnsbanf;;honom only :;rme his
¢ peace, and never repeats her tranfgreffion
* with the fame man, unlefs compell’d to

.t

ay
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‘xtbyafecondneeemtyofdxe like na-
¢ ture.’

Jemmy- being now, by this detail, en-
tirely freed. from the perplexity of
thought which the firft furprize at the
ftrangenefs of Liberia’s behaviour had
invalved him in, it is not to be doubted
but that thefc two young gentlemen were
pleafant enough on the affair in queftion, -
and mutually laugh’d at each other for
the difappointmpnt each:of ‘them had re-
ceived, in magwmg they had baen fa-

voured wish 3 pecyliac liking by ‘that
lady.

Nﬂtﬁel of them havmg any engage.
- m&mwm thr:y pchf’d;ll:
e ,qvening together till she nmi
far advanced, and called them
to : 3 during all which time little
elfe buc Liberia was talked on.

.~ But as the gepetition of 3 converfation,
fmaécd on. fuch o topie, -might not be
very agreeable to fuch of our readers as

wcibeuld be moft fludious to- obhgc;

and befides, would be'not at all mate-

rial to the bulinefs of chis hitory, we

wfedmob}y hope bcmg mﬁiyﬂcu{ed
paﬂing i ovor in {lleace, .

o Fé CHAP.
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. CHAP X&'
Affords but. fmall matter of entertain-

- sment ; yet, if -well confider’d, may be
. of fingular ufe to Jome readers.

T HERE ‘is a certain haughty fur-
-4 linefs almoft inherent to old age,
which will not let people, when- they come
to be any thing advanced in years, allow
~ the leaft' fhare of underftanding in thofe
of a younger fort ;— they tréat them as
mere idiots, incapdble of comparing, ——
Judging, or even of knowing tight from
wrorg. . -

But this is a partiality which 'betrayd
that want ef dif&rr;m% in themfelves
" which they accife ‘in others §'-if jouth,
through too much fire, is-adifted to:va>
nity, -rafthnefs and - impetuofity 5 ‘@ge,
through too -much- phlegm; is no: lefs
ligble. to peévifhnefs, — obftinacy, and
ptide : — in-both, the faults of. conftitit
tion frave but too great an €ffefb upbtithe
will, and deprive reafon of half its fored.

. _.;' _'Thc ‘

-
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i The faculties of the mind certainly de-
f .cay, and grow weaker in proportion as
/s the vigour of the body is impair'd ; —a
- keennefs’ of conception, — a readinefs of
thought, and what is’ generally call’d
wit, are the gifts of youth ; — when the
organs, through which the foul is faid to
operate, are in their full ftrength as na-
ture made them, unobftructed by difeafes,
and unworn by time. — Age is chiefly
wife by experience, and by improving
thof® obfervations, which a long feries of
years had treafured up. :

It muft therefore be allow’d, that young
people are far from being incapable of
making - the moft juft refletions; but
the baity of fenfe, — the excitements of -
~ pleafure, and the whirl of a thoufand

ifferent paflions, which inceffantly agitate
the ideas, prevent thofe refle¢tions from
wnaking any lafting impreflion, and con-
fequently’ from being of any real ufe in,
i ing ' their aftions ; — fo that they
-can-be faid to be difcreet only by ftarts ;
and it is in this alone. that all the boaft-
: :ed advantages of “age confilts.

T too

+ - Nothing was- ever more ftrictly true
“than what tit celebrated poet, -mr.. Dry-
:dbn, fays, when fpeaking of the difference

between



110 The HISTORY ¢f
between youth and age, he exprefles the

whole fenfe of the argument in thefe -

two equally clegant and cemprehenfive
lines : . :

Experience vainly in oue youth is
fought, ‘

And, by age [;urchas’d, is teo dearly

. bought.

Our Jemmy was one of .thofe who
never did any thing which reafon could

condern, withoyt being:  immediately

felf-convicted and athamed .of bhis error,
though, as I faid before, through the fire
. -of youth; — the enchan ts of plea-

fure, and the prevalence of example, he

could not fometimes avaid falling. sgain
inta the fame. Lo ’
As to play in particular, without any
extraordinary propenfity of his own, he
was frequently drawn in to make. a pasty
at feveral gaming-tables, bath privase
-and public, yet did he mever-neflelt on
_ what money he had left without hﬁ
convinced he could not bave - difpofed
it a worfe way.;— nor did he ever win
of any gentleman, whofe circamftances
-he knew could not well bear 2 dimine-
- tion, without being thegk’d.to the ﬁ;_nl

D N
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or having beep one of thofe who had
contribured to his misfortune.

He was ﬂcrfe&ly fenfible both of the
vice and folly of gaming, as at prefent
prafticed among almoft all degrees of
people 3 and ftood amaz’d whenever he
recoliefted, that he had feen men of the
firft figure and fortune in the kingdom, -
not only condefcend to mix in company
with the common fharpers and gamblers
of the town, but alfo to make ufe of the -
fame low arts they did, in order to force
chance as it wcre, to bc their friend.

He could not thmk, without a mixture
of pity and contempt on thofe, who neg-
the accounts of their eftates, and
all to their ftewards and bailiffs,
,boa&edhow well they were verfed in
amr. Hoyle’s calculation in the cutting of
a pack of cards, and fwear five pieces an
* hous-was too finali pay for the inftruc-
tions of fo learned a dottor in the great,
myflerious, and moft polite fcieace of
gaming. -

He very often run over in his mind
all the various amufements of the wwn

L 4

~and on comp them with s of
mi one of them feem’d to him to
g:ve% fmall a plea for engmﬁn. qthd:
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the time or attention of a man of fenfe
and honour. .

¢ Every other pleafure or diverfion,
¢ faid he within himfelf, have fomething
in them deferving of that name ; they
either regale the fenfes, or exercife the
body, or relieve the mind ;5 but gam-
ing is the contrary of all thefe; it im-
pedes the gratification of our moft na-
tural appetites, it enervates the limbs
with too long fitting, it racks the brain
with cares, it fills the bofom. .with
anxieties, and in fine, is a- fatigue, which
were it not the effet of our own free
choice, would be intoletable,

e o & & & A & A a & o

¢ Nor is this all; would he fometimes
add ; an inordjnate love of gaming cer-
tainly proceeds ‘from avarice, the mioft
fordid paffion of the heart, and con-
fequently- deftroys all thit is generous;
5 ne;lble, and fincere ;-deadens that focial
« feel, "that :kindly wvarmth, which nature
*.-has:émplanted in @s towards, our fellow
" ¢ creatures ; and renders the man devo-
¢ ted to this vice capable of no other
s wih than to-enjoy "the infamous tri-
<iunph. of bearing’ off the {poils of him
mhe plays:againft, .thongh.it thould even
3 happen: te:be ione he calls his friend,
- #.0r: Qe ‘whoe-muft be eptirdly ruined by
-3 the

» n A& &
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¢ the lofs of what he is now in poffeflion .
¢ of, through the favour of fortune, or
¢ a fuperior fkill in the deftrutive art.”

. He concluded from .all this, that to
undo others, or be undone onefelf, was
the almoft certain confequence of gaming
high ; for which reafon he made many .
refolutions to avoid it as much as pofiibles
and indeed perfifted in them more than
could be well expeéted from a man of his
gay temper, and who, by the company
he kept, was continually furrounded with
. temptations of that fort.

But if he thought the love of play fo
pernicious a thing in thofe of his.owa
~ fex, in what light muft he behold it in
"regard to thofe of the other ? — He had
read fome old mufty authors, who main-
- tained that modefty. was the peculiar
charaQeriftic of womanhood ; that an in-
nocence of deportment was-the chief beau-
ty of a virgin ; and ceconomy in private,
and a decent referve in public, that of a
married woman ; and he could not get
it out of his head but that thefe maxims
were juft contrary, as they were to what
he had feen praétifed at play by fome
ladies, who pafs for patterns of. polite-
nefs and fafthionable good breeding ; dnd
" in comparing the difference, he eould not
forbear
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- forbear crying out, — ¢ Sure; when thef®
* books were wrote, gaming was a thing

¢ never heard of among women !’

Thefe having always been his notions,
it could not be otherwife but that the
example of Liberia muft greatly contri- .
bute to fortify them in him, as he had
now experienced what he had many times
been told by thofe better acquainted with
the ladies, that thofe debts, which are
called debts of honour, are frequently dif-
charged by lofs of honour. '

¢ What an amiable figure in life might
¢ this woman make, faigu he, fpeaking of
s Liberia, if it were not for this mad
¢ attachment to gaming ?— I dare belicve
¢ the has no vicious inclinations of her
¢ own, and her quality and marriage with

¢ jord * * defénds her from all imperti> _

¢ nent addrefies of our fex.—How ftrange

¢ then is the infatuation’ which compels
¢ her to run the fatal rifque of being re-
¢ duced to yield fuch condefcentions, as
¢ otherwife her pride would fcorn, and
¢ her virtue fhudder at?®

He never ruminated in this manner

o

without falling immediately after intoa .

found refverie, which whoever had
cen him in would not have taken him
“for
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for that gay, laughing, fpirituous crea-
tufe he appeared at ether timess but it -

enerally happens that perfons of that
l%umour, when they think at ally think
more decply than thofe of a heavy and -
phlegmatic difpofition. '

"The many mifchiefs which fometimes
befall the tair fex, by indulging themfelves
in this dangerous amufement, made him
tremble for Jenny ; he: knew fhe play’d
occafionally, but though he had never.
heard her teftify any extraordinary plea-
fure in it, yet he could not affure him-
felf that fhe might not, by degrees, be
drawn into a better liking of it, and
confequently become liable to the fame -
inconveniencies, ‘to which fo many -others
of her fex were every day fubjeted.

Love, friendfhip, and~-the confidera-.
tion of his own .intereft and honour, as
Jenny was one d:?r to become his wife,
obliged him therefore to do every thing
in his power to prevent fo great an evil ;
por. could he think of any method more
effettual for that end, than by reminding
her, in a delicate way, and without feem-
ing to do it with defign, of the dangers
to which women who love play, could
not fail of being expofed.

'He
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He had no fooner thought on this, °
than he refolved to put it into immediate
execution ; and to give the greater weight
to what he intended to fay, ranfack’d
his memory for all the alarming circum-
ftances of a gaming-table, that he had
ever either feen or heard of, L

: :
CHAP XL

A little more to the purpofe.

EMMY knew that his fair miftrefs
< kept a great deal of company, and
that moft of her afternoons were taken
up with giving and receiving vifits ; —
whenever, therefore, he had any parti-
cular converfation to entertain her with,
he always- went to her in a morning ;
the bufinefs he had now to communicate
feeming to him.of too’ much importance
to be delay’d, his impatience carried
him thither. morc early than was his
cuftom ; yet .had he not the fatisfaction
of finding her alone; the two lovely
daughters of mrs. G— were juft gone u
. ftairs before him ; but he was net muc
difconcerted at their prefence, as he faw -
they were in their defhabillee, and he
could not doubt but that the hour of the
' ) day
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day would foon call them home, in order
to ornament thofe charms which were too
much admired not to make them de-
firous of fhewing them to the beft advan-
tage, whenever they appeared in public
places, which they {feldom or rather ne-

ver fail’d to take all oppo:tunities of
doing.

Thefe ladies, whofe hiftory it is pro-
bable will fome time or other make a
very interefting figure in the world, were
diftinguifh’d more by the name of the
two beautiful fifters, than by that of their
family ; they were, indeed, lovely be-
vond what language can defcribe, or
tancy, without feeing them, delineate ;
both .of them were tall, finely fhaped,
of a moft graceful air, had the moft re-
gular features ; eyes "at once command-
mg and-attracting’ love and 'admiration ;
and fo equally had nature dealt her boun-
ties to them, that hard it is to fay which
of them excell’d in any one of thofe per-
fections which each poflefs’d in fo lavith
an abundance, ’ -

But being fo alike beautiful was cer-
tainly a misfortune to them; for each
feeming moft lovely when the other was
away, yet neither of them having the pre-
ference  when together, ‘the ‘beholder’s

eye

<o e smend



D o S E

118 The HISTORY of -

eye was kept in a continual motion,
without knowing on which to fix ; and

this it was, which, join’d with fome other

confiderations not my bufinefs to enquire
into, that perhaps kept them much lon-
ger from being .married, than many who
have not the thoufandth part of their
power of charming.

This confideration, however, feem’d
to have but little weight with them ; they
lived in the moft perfect harmony, were
rarely feen afunder,—whether at the play,
the opera,—the court,—the mall,—vaux-
hall,—ranelagh, in all - places of refort
- they were infeparable as the twin ftars
that grace the zodiac.

In fine, fo much the fame in every
refpe@ was this pair of charmers, that if
mr. Waller had lived in their days, one
would have imagined he could have ne
other in his eye when he wrote thefe lines ;

Not the filver Doves that fly,
Yoak’d in Cytharea’s car; -
Not the wings which foar fo high,
And convey her fon fo far,
Are fo lovely, fweet and fair,
Or do more ennoble love,
Are fo choicely match’d a pair,
Or with more confent to move.

¢ . For-
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Fortunately for Jemmy’s defign, it fo.
fell out that the converfation turn’d
chiefly on the fubje@ of gaming on ac-
count of 3 certain lady, who having no
more than five and twenty hundred
Eounds per annum, had, according to
aer own confeffion, loft nine thoufand in
one feafon at play. :

Jenny exprefs’d, with fo much warmth .
and fpirit, the contempt fhe had of thofe
who made a kind of bufinefs, or trade,
as it ~were of this amufement, as fuffi-
ciently denoted the fincerity of her heart,
while the was fpeaking, and gave Jemmy
an infinite fatisfaltion in hearing her.

. The two beautiful fifters made but'a
very fhort vifit, as Jemmy had conjeétu-
red, and after they were gone, he refum-
ed the topic they had all been talking
on; ¢ You women, faid he {miling, have
* much the advantage over us men ; fome

¢ of you, at leaft, haye beea ingenious’
¢ enough to have found out a very eafy
¢ method of difcharging all the. debts
¢ they contratt at play : 1could give you,
¢ continyed he, a thoufand inftances of
¢ what I fay; but fhall content myfelf
¢ with only one, in which a friend of mine
¢ made me the confidant, and on whofe
; ¢ veracity
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« veracity I dare as much depend, as if
¢ I had been in his place, and one of the
¢ chief parties concern’d in it." -

; _Find'ing.Jenny look’d ‘earneftly upon
him all the time he had been fpeaking,

and feem’d in a difpofition to give atten- -

tion to every thing he faid upon that
fubject, he went on, and related to her,
with as much brevity and modefty as
fuch an affair would permit, all that had
pafs’d between himfelf, Liberia, and the

other gentleman, who had been a fharer ~

with him in the favour of that lady,
hiding from her only-the names and fome
few circumftances which might have gi-
ven her -room to guefs more ‘than he
‘wifh’d fhe fhould do.

Jenny was fhock’d to the very- foul at
this recital ; fhe had beeh - witnefs of
many extravagancies that women, who
devote themfelves to' gaming, are ‘often
guilty of ; fhe knew very well that they
rcducedthemfelves to great ftreights, fome=
times even to the total ruin of their own
and -husbards fortune; but could never
have imagined that any of them,. merely
for the fake of play, would have proceed-
ed 30 thofe fngi;{xl lengths fhe now was

Gt ‘ _ After
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After having exprefied fome part of
her aftonifhment and indignation at fuch
a depravity of nature, ¢« How ought, cried
¢ fhe, every one to tﬂard againft the
< firft approaches of this dangerous pro-
penfity! and then again, blefs mel
added fhe, how can any one, who has,
a tongtuc to fpeak, and common fenfe,
to dictate what they fay, lavifh thofe,
-hours in gaming, which might be pafs’d
in an agreeable and improving conver-
fation ! If no other ill confequences than
- bearly lofs oftimeattended it, methinks it .
were enough to hinder any one, not al-
together void of reafon, from purfuing, .
with the eagernefs fome do, an amufe-
¢ ment atthe beft trifting and idle.*

PO L L T I T )

It is not tobe doubted but that Jemmy
was quite tranfported, at finding in his
fair miftrefs. fentiments fo juft and fo
exactly conformable to thofe he had, with
the greateft ardency, wifh’d the thould be
infpired with; he had no words which
feem’d to him fufficient te graife, a8 they
deferved, her prudence an etration,

- yet faid enough on that occafion to put
ﬁct modefly to the bluth,

¢ Do not fancy me to be poffefs’d of
¢ more merit than I have, anfwer’d fhe ;
: VOL.{. G ¢ I be-
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¢ I believe that many of our fex, with
¢ as little inclination as myfelf to play,
¢ have been enticed to jt by the examples
of thofe whom we are fo_ filly as to
think it an honour .to .imjtate, even in

their vices; whatever we fee practifed -
by thofe of the great world becomes a
law to us of the inferior clafs; and I
can tell you, that-itis not to my own

judgmpent, but to mere accident, t:at
¢« 1 am byought to a more reatonable
¢ way of thinking.

¢ You muft know, continucd fhe, that
¢ alady, who is a diftant relation of mine,
¢« took me with her one evening to the
« route of a perfon of cpndition ; there
¢ was .a prodigious deal of company,
< three large rooms made into one, and
¢ no lefs than fourteen tabl.s fet out for .
« different forts of gamiug; — every -
¢ body played, and though T never was
« fond of cards, yet was athamed, in fo
* public an aflembly, not to do as others
« did, fo engaged myfelf with a party .
¢« who were fitting down to whift : either
« through want of fkill, or attention, I
~¢ {con Joft twenty pieces, which was all
¢ 1 had about me at that time; but ha-
¢ ving no notion of giving over, as the
+ othors were. for continuing, [ 4v:1,c_nt to
s sy coufin, who was at quadiille at

: - - ¢ another

[ S S N I )
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another table, ‘in order to get a frefh fup-
ply from her; but, to my great mortiti-
cation, found fhe was eatirely ftript as
well as myfelf 5 there was none’” of the
company, with whom I was iatimate
enough to become a.-borrower. ’

¢ [ muft confefs, purfued fhe, that I
then was filly emough to be heartily
vex’d at this difappointment, and- re-
tired to the other end of the room, de-
‘bating within myfelf whether I fhould
go quite away, or ftay to fee'how my
coufin would behave, who I touind was
ftill at play with the fame party fhe
had been engaged in. As I was in
this perplexity, thé carl of **¢, who
had betted at our table, and been wit-
nefs both .of my ill luck and prefent

- confulion, -came towards me, and put-

ting a purfe, that feem’d very weighty,
into my hand, which he held faft
grafp’d between beth his, — It is
ity, faid he, that fo fine a young
ady fhould be- deprived of her diver-
fion. on any account whatever, much

~lefs on that of a -lietle paultry cath;

accept thefe few pieces,” they mav be
more lucky to you thin your own;
but if it prove otherwife, command as

G2 ¢ many

v
A
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e.m from me as. you fhall ftand ia

. to you,- went fhe ftill on,
4 that lP:vas{b confounded at findin
< felf accofted in this manner, that had
# neither courage nor prefence of mind
¢ enouigh M reient-ar firfk fo impudent
< an overture, as I' ought to bave done;
s and it was the fimplicity of my becha-
¢ viows which, perhaps. encouraged him
4 to rsmceed s for I only aking what his
fhip meant, he reply’d with an air
. aad voice fufficiently explanatory of the
s bafe thoughts he had of me,’ ¢ I mean
5 to devote myfclf and all I have, at the
¢ altar of your charms ; happy if . you
¢ fmile upon the facnﬁcc.

. & Never was any.poor creature fo over-

¢ whelm’d with different paffions as I

¢ then was; amazement, ihame, difdain,

¢ and rage, at once rofe in my bofom,

« and almoft ftopp’d the pa: of my
¢ breath. 1 fargot all refpec of his birth
¢ and place ; and throwing the purfe he
¢ had given me upon the floor,~—carry
« your offers, faid 1, to thofe who want
¢ them, I defpife bath them and the hand'
¢ from wh:ch thcy came,

< With
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¢ c\lmth thefe tK;n’d:z I burft fram hi‘g:
and rejoin’d company 3 my coufin.

“was ftill playing, havgx:: borrow’d of

fome perion the was acquainted with,

and I £cgt leaning aver the back of

® her chair all the time -we ftay’d ; his

¢ lordthip pafs’d by me more than once,

¢ and difcover’d by his looks that he was

¢ no lefs affronted at my behaviour than
¢ I bad been at his, which, contrary te

¢ what it is likely his vanity might make

¢ him imagine, gave me more fatisfaction
¢ than difcontent.

O a O

()

¢ I was, however, very miuch agitated
¢ to think that any man, how great fo-
¢ ever, had dared to treat me with the free-
¢ dom he had done ; on coming home §
¢ complained of it to my coufin, buy
¢ .fhe only r.diculed me forit; told me
¢ I was a novice in the ways of the. town ;.
¢ that if fhe had been in my place, the
¢ would lave taken his meney and Jaugh’d
¢ at him afterwards for beftowing. it ; for
¢ which I liked her fo ill, that I have
¢ cver -fince avoided her as much as
¢ pOﬁiblC' : L

¢ Thus you fee, my dear Jemmy,”
added fhe, on concluding her little nar-
rative, ¢ that my diflike of gaming is
¢ not owing to'my prudence in confiller-
' G 3 ¢ ing
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ing the folly of it, for I confefs I never
thought mwuch about the matter, but
metrely. to my lord ***’s behaviour ;
for certainly no young woman of com-
mon modefty, if treated asI was, will
ever indulge herfelf in an amufement
that renders her virtue liable to be ex-
pofed to fuch infolert attacks.’

e ~nFr .0 A A @&

It was notin the power of all fhe conld
fay, however, to make Jemmy defift
from giving her the praifes fhe deferved,
nor from entertaining in his mind the
moft high idea of her underftarding, as
well as her virtue, infomuch, that
could he .have thought himfeif equally
qualified in what might be expetted from
a2 husband, as fhe was in every thing that
could be wifh’d for in a wife, he wauld
“ have feen no reafon for delaying their
mutual happinefs ane moment.

. But a juft confcioufnefs of fome little
frailties, which afforded him too much
_pleafure to beable as yet to rectify, made

him forbegr to prefs her on the fubjet
. of their marriage for the prefent.

CHAP,
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ARG DR T I T U
CHAP XIL

Contains a wvery mnotable inflance of
" Jriendfbip a-la-mode.

HILE our lovers were thus en-

deavouring to form their minds in
fuch a manner as fhould enable them to
render each other porfedtly happy, when
they fhould come to be united together,
there were not wanting fome who made
#t their chief ftudy to contrive the mears
of feparating them for ever.

. Jemmy had contra&ed a very. nume-

rous acquaintance fince his father’s death,

many of whom had a large fhare of his
efteem and friendfhip ; but there was one
above the reft whole humour and beha-

viour he was particulatly taken with,

and- with whom he converfed with the.
moft unreferved freedom..

This gentleman, who was cdlled Bell-
pine, was defcended from a very ancient
family, and had been, through the extra-
vagance and ill management of his fa-
ther, deprived of all that ought to have
been his patrimony, except two hundred

G 4 “" pound’s
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pounds a year, which had been fettled
upon his mother by way: of jointure,
and could not be diffipated. ,

" He had, notwitliftanding, been - flae=
ter’d with the expeétation of being one
day in pofleflion of an eftate of near
three thoufand pounds per annum, being
the undoubted heir of an uncle, who ha-
viog lived a batchelor till a very ad-
vanced age, there was not the leaft pro-
bability of his ever changing his condi-
tion, and much lefs of his having any

- children, even in cafe fuch a thing fhould

\

happen; and this dependance it was that
hindred him from being bred up to any
bufinefs or profeffion, and alfo gave'him
an air of felf-fufficiency, in fome meafure
conformable to the fortune he fo reafons
ably hoped to become matfter. of,

This uncle, however, to the extreme

furprife of all that knew him, at the age

of eighty-two, and equally laden with
infirmities and years, took. it into his
head to marry a daoghter of one of his
tenants in the country, — a girl fcarce
hineteen.

An accident fuch as this, coald. not,
when it happen’d, but give a very great
fhock to Bellpine, as he could not affure

S himfelf
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bimfelt but that, in fpite of his uncle’s-
great age, a child, fome way or other,
might come, and, cut him off at once
from the inheritance he had been made
to depend upon; yet did he not fuffer
his fpirits to fink on this oceafion, he:
rather exerted them .all, in. arder to find
fome means to remedy,: or, at leaft, tor
abate the afperity of this difappointment ;.
the moft feafible ones, he thaught, would
be to procure, if pofiible, fome gentecl
employment abous court, and, at the
fame time, make his addrefles ¢o fome
lady of an handfome fortune for a wife.-

He was folliciting at the levees of the
great for the accomplifhment of his firlk
projet 3 and cafting about in his mind
.where he fhould dire@ his coursthip with
the moaft probability ef fucceeding in the
other, when he commenced an acquains
tance with Jemmy ; chance brought theny
at firft together, and 3 mutual liking.
of each .other’s canverfations by degrees,
grew up to that intamacy between them
already mention’d. .

Jemmy was of the moft open: com-
municative difpofition that man eould
flibly be ; he had very few affairs in
ife which.-he made fecrets af to any of
thofe whom he call’d his friends ; but

G ;5 with
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with Bellpine he maintain’d no referve -
he made him the confidant of all his
loofer pleafhres, his foibles, his very
thoughts were not conceal’d from him ;
it therefore may -be fuppofed that he
difguis’d not the honourilc affection he
had for Jenny, the care that both their
pareats had taken to bring them up in
notions of being united together when
they arrived at years of maturity, and
alfo the reafons urg’d on her fide, and
agreed to on his, for delaying, for fome .
time, the celebration of their nuptials.

As his heart was warm with a paffion,

which duty and the cuftom of looking
' on her as the perfon ordain’d for his
wife, had at firft infpired him with, and
a juft fenfibility of the many amiable.
qualities fhe was miftrefs of, had after-
wards greatly heighten’d in him, he ipoke
of her in a manner. fufficient to inflame
the heart of the hearer with envy at his
happinefs ; in this, indeed, it muft be
contl:fs’d that he fhew’d more fincerity
than prudence ; but as one of our poets

obferves,
Thofe free from guile themfelves, can

fcarce believe,

That others will be falfe,

| Nor
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Nor was this all ; he contented not:
" himfelf with giving him a bear idea of
what fhe was, he introduced him to her
acquaintance, he frequently made him a
partner in his vifits to her, recommend-
ed him as a perfon highly worthy of
her efteem and friendfhip ; and, in fine,
fpoke of him in’ terms which obliged her
to treat him as fuch ; little, alas, fuf-
pecting that while doing this he was
whetting the edge of a. fword that might
one day be pointed -againft his cwn
bofom. B .

Bellpine was far from being the man
the honeft heart of Jemmy miftook him
for ; he was poffefs’d, it is true, of many
- accomplifhments both natural and ac-
quired ; but had no fund eitheg of ho-
nour or generofity ; he knew perfectly
well how to_infinuate himfelf into the
good ‘graces of thofe he convers’d with ;
but thought himfelf not bound to make
. an adequate return for any favours he
received from them ; all his withes were
center’d in felf-gratification, ard no con-
fideration for others had ever any weight
to make him defift that favourite purfuir,

- Being of a difpofition fuch as I have
defcribed, it is not to be wonder’d at
that the fine perfon and -large fortune of
oo G 6 Jenny
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Jenny fhould make him envy the hap-
Pinefs of him who was to be the ﬂéﬁPor
of that double treafure ; he lov’d her on
the fcore of her beauty, her wit, and the
many amiable qualities he had obferved
m” her; but adored her as being the
t?)iftrcfs of what he fo much wanted ;
and gl:’d w%xth the idea of atllxlof:: advan-
tages he might reap in an alliance with -
, made %ﬁm rc?folyc~ on the attempt,

to take all the methods his inven-
tive fancy vould infpire to alienate her
affe@tions from his friend.

He had often heard JJemmy fay, that
the agreement between them for protra&-
ing the celebration ef their marriage
had been firft propofed by her; from
whence he concluded, that the paffion °
flic had for him was not fo violent but
that it might be eafily withdrawn, if the
was once made to belicve there was a
decay in that he profefs’d for her. _

"He was fenfible, notwithftanding, that
there required a more thap common fhare
. of caution and addrefs in the manage-
ment of this defign ; he faw very well,
that Jenny had a great deal of fagacity,
and penetration; it beheved him there-
fore, either to throw fuch a temptation
in Jemmy’s way as thould render him

' : ’ in

)
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in effe® ungrateful and perfidious, or
‘contrive fuch appearances of his being fo,
as could not be difcover’d from reality
by any human wit.

With the firlt of thefe meafures he
commenc’d the profecution of his defign, .
though of the two the leaft feafible to be
accomplifh’d, as it was very difficult to
find 2 woman who excell’d Jenny in any
ane perfection, that can attract the eye, or
captivate the heart; ¢ Love, faid he within
¢ himfelf, is feldom fo much the effect
¢ of reafon as of fancy, and if I can be
» fo lucky as to prefent an objeét capa-
¢ ble of firing the heart of this too
* happy rival with an amorous flame,
¢ and fhe has virtue or cunning enough
't to refufe the gratification on any other
¢ terms than thofe of marriage, it may
¢ fohappen, that all the merits of Jenny,
- ¢ and his engagements with her, will be
¢ too light to over-balance inclination.’

He knew that Jemmy was extremely
fond of mufic ; he had feen him in the
utmoft raptures on hearing a melodious
voice, or an inftrument finely play’d
upon ;. and it ‘was by this bait he hoped
to allure Jemmy from his vows ; or, at
leaft, to draw him' into fuch a manner

of behaviour-as fhould picque the Prid?
- o
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of Jenny, and render her indifferent to-
wards him.

To diffolve the cement of that tender

affetion, with which they now.regarded
each other, would go a great way towards
gaining the point he aim’d at; he flat-
ter’d himfelf, that if he  could once fet
them ar variance, he was at prefent

. enough in Jenny’s favour to be able to

obtain the firft' fhare in her tendernefs,
when taken off from the man who. now
engrofs’d it. " '

The perfon, whofe charms he intended
as the fnare to entrap the conftancy of
Jemmy, was cali’d mifs Chit’; fhe pafs’d,
in the opinion of moft people, for the
daughter of a gentleman diftinguithed in
the world for nothing fo much as for

. being her father ; but it was whifpei’d,

bythofe who pretended to be connioffieurs
in the fecret intrigues of the great, that
fhe really fpring trom parents of a much
more elevated ftation.

She was young, handfome, well fhap-
ed, and though of fomewhat too diminu-
tive a ftature, had an air and mien ex-
tremely ftrieking ; fhe wanted neither
wit nor affurance to fet off the talents
the was miftrefs of to"the beft advan-

N tage 3
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tage ; the was a great courtier, and per-
fectly fkill’d in all the rudiments of mo-
difh good breding ; but the chief induce- -
ment that Bellpine had to make choice
of her as the inftrument of his purpofe
was this ; nature had given her a voice
that feem’d the very foul of harmony,
and when accompanied by her harpli-
chord, which fhe finely touch’d, the mel-
lifluous founds had power to calm the

moft raging paffions of the mind, and
- convert all into love and foft defire; fo
that what the poet fays of Mira might
be juftly enough afcrib’d to her,

The wretch, who from hér wit and
beauty flies,

If fhe but reach him with her voice,
he dies. - '

‘Bellpine frequently vifited this lady,’
and was welcome to her on account of
his ficetious converfation, and the intelli-
gence he pick’d up among his acquain-
tance, and was continually bringing her
of the intrigues of the town. As he was
well received by her, he coutd not fail
of being fo- by her father, who, it was
eafy to perceive, was but the fecond per-
fon in the family; ftanding as he did
with both, “it cannot be {fuppofed . he
oo : Lol . wanted
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wanted intereft to introduce any enec ke
thought proper to her acquaintance.

* He would net, however, proceed too
abrupdy in the affair, as it might have
fpoil’d all, if either party had fulpetted
him- of defign 3 but watch’d an oppors
tunity, whea they were talking one da
of mufic, to alk Jemmy, in a carel
manner, as it were by chance, if he had
ever heard mifs Chit fing and play?

¢ No, reply’d he, but I have heard fhe
¢ does both to very great perfettion.”
¢ 1 wonder, faid the other, that you
¢ fhould not have the curiofity to be
¢ judge of her fkill that way yourfelf, as
¢ you are {0 great a lover of mufic!”

¢ T have not the honour to be at all
¢ known to heér, reurn’d Jemmy, nor
have even ever feen her, any more than.
en paffant, -once or twice I think at
court, and two or three times in the
“mall with lady Fifk.” ‘

n 6 & @

¢ I am.pretty. free: thee, cried - Bell-
ine, and if you have an inclinatien to- -
gear this female Orpheus of the towny
will take you with me, and alfo engage
fhe thall give you a touch of her har-
¢ _mony 'botp vocal and inﬂrumcntfal;
, ¢ for,

N L
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¢ for, to do her juftice, the has not the
¢ leaft referve in this point ; her harp-
¢ fichord is never out of tune, nor her
¢ voice difconcerted with a cold.’

Jemmy exprefs’d a great deal of fa-
tisfacti n at this offer, but gave much
more than what he, felt himfelf to his

,pretended  friend, who look’d on the

ready compliance he found in him as a .

happy bcginnin%:f the enterprize he had

—an A

projected ; fo both being of the fame
mind, they agreed to meet at White’s
the next day, and then proceced on their
vifit to the lady.’

CHAP. XIIL

Is full of remarkable and interefling
' particulars. .

ELLPINE had no occafion to
make any previous apology to mifs
Chit for bringing a friend with him to
vifit her, having already taken that li-
berty, without her being difpleafed with
it, .in favour of feveral of his compa-
nions, who had teftified to him a defire
of becoming acquainted with her.. = -
But
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But it was not in this manner he chofe

to introduce Jemmy ;— the plot he had.

laid required they fhould appear as agree-

able as poffible to each other; — it was:

therefore "highly neceffary to prepoflefs her
with fuch an idea of the perfon fhe was to
fee, as fhould make her negleét nothing
that might fet off all the charms fhe was.
miftrefs of to the beft advantage. )

Having well confidered within him-

- felf under what charater a man was like-

ly to appear in the eyes of a young, —
gay, — vain woman, he went to her pretty
early in the morning, and began with tel-
ling her he was came in behalf of a gentle-
man, who had entreated him to be his

interceflor for permiffion to wait on hes

with him that afternoon.

This formal fpeech, from 2 man whofe
ufual deportment might rather te accufed
of too little than' too much ceremony,

made her laugh very heartily : — ¢ Blefs

¢ me, — faid fhe, — what romances
¢ have you been reading!-— we are not
¢ fare running back to the days of O-
¢ roondates and Statyra ; if you have any
¢ friend to bring here, what need all this
¢ prelude? you know very well that
¢ every one you introduce is welcome.’
Bellpine
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Bel'pine on this threw off “the ferious
air he had afteéted, and refumed that free
and undaunted one which was moft na-

-tural to him, ¢ Faith, madam, anfwer’d

* he, I can eafily join with youin laugh-
¢ ing at myfelt ; 1 know I muft make an
¢ odd figure in the grave ftrain, by the
¢ pains [ took in purtting it on; but I
¢ thought as I was oae of cupid’s har-
¢ bingers, my mefiage ought to be de-
¢ liver’d in fomewhat above the common
¢ phrafe.’

¢ A harbinger from cupid, cried fhe;
¢ 1 find then you would perfuade me you
¢ have this commiffion toa me from 2a
¢ lover. Moft certainly, anfwes’d he,
¢ from one who is three parts fo at leatt 3
¢ he is already charmed with your face,
¢ your air, your fhape, and there is only
¢ wanting your fine voice to complete
¢ the conquett.

¢ Of whom ? demanded fhe ; ’tis fit 1
¢ fhould know .the name of this new
¢ vaffal.” <Havea little patience, faid he,
¢ and I will tell, you every thing; in the
firft place he is a young heir, lately
come to the pofleffion of an eftate fuffi-
cient to fupport a coach and fix ; in the
next he is handfome, well made, has as

- gentee’
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¢ gentecl an addrefs as any man about
¢ town ; laftly, he is allow’d to have
¢ wit, honour, and good nature; and his
¢ name is Jeflamy.’ ‘

¢ I have feen that gentleman, return’d
fhe, fomewhat ferioufly ; and believe
you have done him no usore than juftice
in the reprefentation you have made of
him ; but I have been told he is deep-
ly engaged, and on the point of being
married to a young lady of his own
name ; Ithink they call her mifs Jenny
Jeflamy.’

L S T S S S I

¢ Nothing in it, upen my honour,
“¢ cried Bellpine; I can aver to you from
¢ my own knowledge, that there dre no.
¢ two people in the world of different
¢ fexes that have a more perfe® indiffe-
¢ rence for each other; there was, indeed,
_ ¢ fuch a thing intended for them by their
¢ fathers ; but the old men are both
¢ dead, and youknow, madam, we young
¢ folks are apt to pay but- little regard to
¢ the injunétions-laid upon us by thofe
¢ who are no- longer in a condition to
¢ refent our difobedience.

« It is true, continued this artful de- ‘
¢ ceiver, they fee each other very fre-
¢ quently, hold a good correfpondence,

con-
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« converfe as friends; but without one grain
% of inclination on cither fide. - I am very

~ +wgll affured, by what I have heard both
-# of them declare, that  fhould either of

« them infit on the performance of the

" « covenant made between their parents, an

¢ eternal breach muft infallibly enfue.”

" Jemmy and Jenny Jeflamy kept too:
much company not to be well known in
the polite world ; their characters, their
fortunes, and their mutual engagements,
were no fecret ; they were the fubjefts
of converfation among many who had
not the leaft perfonal acquaintance with
either of them ; and it was a matter of
furprife to every one that a marriage,
which bad fo long ago been pm_]e&ed
was not as yet vonfummated.

As no body had pretended to_difcover

" any reafon for this unaccountable delay,’

mifs Chit might eafily give credit to
that which Bellpine now affigned for it.’

- Bellpine watch’d her every look, and per-’

ceiving that his infinuations had wrought
thus far on her belief, proceeded to what’
now feem’d to him a tatk not difficult’
to be accomplifh’d ; that of perfuading’

her Jemmy in reality felt fome begm-'
nings of a pafiion for her, - i

! ‘,‘Yo.u
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¢ You cannot imagine, faid he, with
what raptures he expreffes himfclf con-
cerning you ; the firft time he faw you
was at court ; I was with him the fame
evening, and he could talk on nothing
but you the whole time we were tcge -
th r.—Whateyes fhe i.as,—how brignt,
how fparkiing,—what a mcuth,—how
finely turn’d, — how dclicate is her
fhape,—how enchanting is her air !’

* Hold, mr. Bellpine,’ interrupted fhe,
utting her hand hefore his mouth, ¢-for
the fake of curiofity no more ; if- you
go on at this rate I fhall know all be-
fore-hand, and he will have nothing
new to fay to me when he comes.’

« Nay, rejoin’d Bellpine, 1 do not

fuppofe he will fay ‘much to you at
this firft vifit, nor perhaps at the fe-
cond, or even at the third. I have
been told, by thofe who have -experi-

enced the paffion, that a true lover.

never gets courage to declare what he
feels to his miftrefs till half the town

are appriz’d of it by his behaviour ; -

but, purfued he, you will have pene-
tration-cnough to read in his Jooks. what
his lips wants boldnefs to-seveal

¢ Pith,

& .
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< Pifh, faid the, do you think I fhall
< give myfelf the trouble to examine his,
" ¢ Jooks ? it will be time enough for me
¢ to attend to them when his tongue fhall
¢ have. cxplam’d the dictat:s of his
¢ heart.’

-’ They had feme farther diffourfe on
' this head, and in {pite of the carelefs air
mus Chit affeted to put on, the cunning
Bellpine faw the ‘imprefion his words
had made upon her; and, after adding
all that he thought neceffary for ftr cn«rth-
ening it in hc.r, took his leave, hwhly

3ppla.udmsr himfelf in his mind for what
he had done.

| He met Jemmy at the appointed hour
! at the chocolate bhoufe, and about tea
i time went with him on their purpofed
vifit ; on his fending up his name they
were immediately thew’d to the room
where mifs Chit was ﬁttmcr s when he
found, by the great care the had taken
in her drefs, and the exafnefs of every
thing about her, that he had not flattered
himfelf with a vain conjeture, but that
fhe was indeed as defirous as he could
with of appearing lovely in the eyes of
- this new gueft. .

Jemimy,
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) Jemmy, being prefented her by Bell-
_ piney faluted her with the utmoft ggllan-

try ; the received him with a becoming
modefty, which, notwithftanding, had’
fomething of inviting in it ; the conver-
fation at firft turn’d only on general to- .
pics; but Bellpine would not fuffer it
to continue fo, and told her, in his
ufual free manner, that he fhould not
think himfelf forgiven for the liberty he
had taken, till the had obliged both him
and his friend with a fong and a' touch
of her harpfichord.

To this the replied, with a fprightly
tone of voice and gefture, that what-
ever he might think of -her, fhe had
too much complaifance for a ftranger,
who feem’d fo well to deferve it, not to
do every thing in her power to render
-the vifit he had favour’d her with agree-
able to him. ' .

In fpeaking thefe words fhe fat down
to her inftrument, and, without waiting

for any ‘more intreaties, began to fing - -

one of the. moft favourite airs in mr,
Handel’s laft oratorio.

As fhe had in reafity a very fine'voice,
great {kill in mufic, and played admira-
C bly
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~ bly well, there was no occafion that

{emmy thould ftretch truth to a pitch to»

~high in exprefling the pleafure he took in
hearing her.

But it was not in mere words alone he
teftified the mighty influence that the well
concerted notes had over him ;—he lan-
guithed, — he died, — his foul feem’d all
abforb’d, —diffolv’d in extacy ; —and
he not only fpoke, but look’d in fuch a
‘manner as without being prepoflefs’d,-
as fhe was, with an opinion of his ha-
ving a paffion for her, might well make
her believe fhe” had other charms for
‘him befides thofe of her voice and fkill
‘in mufic, .

. Asoften "as fhe gave over, Bellpine
prefs’d her to renew the harmony ; and
fometimes Jemmy affumed the boldnefs
to fecond a petition, which he was very
fenfible was made -entirely on his . ac-
count. "The lady was not refractory to
‘their upited intreaties, and continued
playing till her father came into her
room.

. The ufual compliments being paft,
they all fat down and enter’d into con-
. verfation ; but  whatever fubjedt was
ftarted by the old gentleman, either the
Vou. I, H one



146 Tbe HISTORY of

one or the other’ of mifs Chit’s vifitors
had the addrefs to tufn it on the praife
of mufic, and the perfetion which fhe
had attain’d to in that fcience.

Jemmy faid many things which might
feern extravagant on this occafion; but
thinking he had ftay’d long enough for
- a firft vifit, rofe up and was preparing to
take his leave, when mr. Chit, .who had
been tutor’d before-hand by his daughter
how he fhould- behave, would not fuffer
him to fpeak of going, feiz’d upon his
hat and ~ gloves, and faid that if his
daughter had afforded them any enter-
tainment, it was owing to him for ha- -
ving provided the beft mafters for her ;
and he therefore expefted they would
recompence him for it, by giving him
_their company the remainder of the
evening ; adding, that fupper was juft
ready to be ferved up. -

gcmmy would fain have excufed him-
felf, as he had an appointment which he
was very unwilling to break ; but there
was no refifting the prefent kind eom-
ulfion, efpecially as mifs Chit conde-
cended to join her ‘intreaties with - her
father’s ; he therefore comply’d and con-
tented himfelf with fending an apology
to thofe who expetted his coming. The
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The collation prepared for them was
fo elegant, the old gentleman’s conver-
fation fo facetious, and his daughter’s
mufic fo delightful, that the night was
almoft loft in morning-dawn when Jemmy
and his falfe friend came away; but
what ufe the latter made of this -long
- vifit the reader will very foon difcover..

SR SOOTCIRA T CHAITRAAT
CHAP XIV.

Seems big with the promife of Jome
mighty matters bereafter to be brought
to kght. .

IT was fo very late when the little
company broke up, that Bellpine had-
_no opportunity of putting any queftions
to Jemmy. concerning his fentiments of
the lady he had introduced him to;
and as they lived different ways, took
leave of each other at mr. Chit’s door,
without any farther fpeech that night,

Full of impatience, however, for the
" fuccefs of his pernicious plot, he went
pretty early the next morning to his -
boufe ; and, according to his wifh, found
- < Ha ~ him

-
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him quite alone, and not yet ready to
go abroad. :

He was fcarce fat down, when he had
the fatisfaction of hearing Jemmy him-
felf prepare the way for the converfation
he intended to entertain him with, by
thanking him for the pleafure he had en-
joy'd the night before through his means.

. ¢ Twith from my foul, reply’d this
« wicked incendiary, that it were in my
¢ power to procure you a much more
< ample and fubftantial one; mufic in-
¢ dulges no more than a fingle fenfe,
« mifs Chit has charms that might en--
¢ grofs the whole five.— Ah," Jemmy, —
¢ continued he, embracing him, what a
¢ heaven it would be, after an hour or
¢ two of dalliance, to be lul’d to fleep
< by that angelic voice, prefling at the
¢ fame time the ruby lips whence the
« tranfporting founds proceeded! and -
« then, ye gads, awake to a new raptures
+ and repeared blifs.’

Jemmy laugh’d heartily at the extaf]
which the other affeted to feel throug
the force of imagination. ¢ You with
¢ me a happinefs, cried he, yet fpeak, .
¢ methinks, as if you could not ‘avoid
s being one of thofe who would envy t’rlr;e

‘ % the
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-the pofieflion of it ; but my dear friend,
added he, you have no nced to be
under any apprehenfions on that fcore -
for to deal fincerely, I like mifs Chit
as a mufician, but fhall never think of
her as a woman.’

~ A a ®a

Thefe words gave a moft terrible fhockv

- to the high-raifed expectations of B.ll-

pine; but, as he was mafter of an un-
common fhare of artifice, and an equal
prefence of mind, it was eafy for him
to conceal one emotion under the fhew
of another ; and, ftarting b.ck with. a
well - counterfeited furprife, ¢ Impofiible,

-« cried he, you cannot fure be fo infen-~ .

¢ fible, fo altogether wuntouch’d with.
¢ charms.that half the town.are running
¢ mad after I’ :

" ¢ You know, anfwer’d Jemmy, with a
very ferious air, [ am under engage-
ments elfewhere, which will not permit
me to make my addreffes to her or
any other woman ,upon honourable
terms ;. and I cannot fuppofe they would
be accepted by mifs Chit if offer’d with.
a view of a different nature.’ .

WA A A

¢ I cannot flatter you fo. far as that,
¢ indeed,’ reply’d he, ftill difconcerted,
and more fo, when Jemmy bhattily re--
o ’ ‘H 3 join’d,
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Join’d, ¢ I wonder, Bellpine, that having
¢ fo juft a fenfe of the Yady’s merit, you

¢ never made your court to her your-
T ¢ felf -

On’ an interrogatory fo unthought on,
all his audacity fgrfook him ; he w%s filent
for fome moments, but at length re-
covering himfelf, his ready wit furnifh’d
him with an excufe which feem’d plau-
fible enough, and was certainly the only
one that could have had the leaft ap-
pearance of fincerity. _

¢ I fhall difFJiﬁ: nothing of the truth
¢ from you, faid he; - to plain then,
it is my vexatious circumftances which
alone getcr me ; fince my uncle has
taken a ftep that may pofflibly deprive
me of the inheritance I was born to
expeét, I have no dowry to-offer with
my fervices ; a woman that has money
demands a jointure adequate to the fum
fhe brings; and for me to marry one
whofeonly portion is her beauty and good
qualities, would render both her and

whether mifs Chit is, or is not a for-
tune, fhe is quite out of the queftion
with me as a wife.’

®a & A & A A &P o4 ~r

He

myfelf for ever miferable; fo that -

|
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He fpoke all this with fo much fecm-
ing candour and opennefs of heart, that
. Jemmy thought himfelf more than ever
- confirm’d in the opinion he had always
entertain’d of the good fenfe and honour
of his friend ; and readily agreed with
him, that where a marriage was confum-
mated between two perfons, neither of
whom had a fufficient competency, it
could not fail of making both partics
equally unhappy, and alfo of entailing
lafting wretchednefs on their pofterity.

Bellpine foon grew weary of this dif-
courfe, as it had no connexion with his
. prefent views ; and therefore made his
vifit much fhorter than he at firft “had
* intended it, and retir’d to.a place where
he might give a loofe to his difcontent,
and contrive fome other means of bring-
ing his defigns to perfection, fince thofe

he had already eflay’d had proved fo
ineffectual. :

As it was not in his power to make

Jemmy become guilty in fa@, his next .

refource was to ‘make him appear fo:
to blacken him by any ill report diretly
to Jenny herfelf, he knew would be in
vain, and treated with contempt.by a
woman of her penetration; he therefore

- Hg4 took
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. took a more artful and more _fure, tho®

flow method of infufing the poifon of
jealoufy and indignation into her foul 5
he gave it out in whifpers, inyendoes,
and dark hints, among thofe whom he

. found fond of fcandal and of explaining

myfteries of that kind, that Jemmy had
an- utter averfion to Jenny in his heart;
that he was feeking fome excufe to break . -
entirely with her ; and that it was mifs
Chit who had caufed this change in him
he had no great caufe to doubt but that
this rumour would fpread from one to.-
another through the town, and become
Yo much the univerfal fecret, that it could
not fail ‘of reaching Jenny’s ears; and-
then he concluded that it would, by de-
grees, fteal itfelf into her belief. -

As Jemmy was a man of pleafure, and.

. did pot live witheut many tranfient

amours; it may feem a little ftrange to
fome people that Bellpine, who by his
intimzacy with him, could not be a.
itranger to the errors of his condudt,
did not chufe to get communicated to
Jenny fuch things as a very fmall en- «
uiry would convince her were true, ra-
ther than endeavour to alarm; her with.
reports which had no foundation in fact.

But-
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But this was not Bellpine’s way of
reafoning ; he rightly judged, that a wo-
_man of ' Jenny’s underftanding = might
_eafily be brought to forgive the frailties
of youth and nature in a2 man of Jemmy’s
gay and volatile’ difpofition ; but would
be irreconcileable, implacable, if once’
.made to believe he addrefs’d any other
upon honourable terms..

It is eafy for perfons capable of invent-
ing falfhoods to propagate them in fuch a
- manner as to make them pals current for
a time, and yet avoid any detetion of
their being the authors of it ; it is not
by faying diretly a thing is fo, that a
ftory fo much gains credit, as by half
words, —winks, — nods, and other fuch
like geftures ; — thefe are the traps which
~catch the unwary, and give an air of
reality to that which has no exiftence,
Bellpine at leaflt was well verfed in this,
art, and practifed it with fuch fuccefs as
to the matter in queftion, and was fo far
from being fuipeGted of ‘having raifed
this report, that he has often been afk’d
by thofe who heard from other hands
. wfhat his opinion was concerning the truth.
or 1t, '

Hj Jenny,
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Jenny, on account of her -many ac-
complitfhments and good nature, was fo
generally beloved bythofe who knew her,
and her charaéter in fuch eftimation
with thofe who were not perfonally ac-
quainted with her, that none could hear,
without the moft extreme furprife, ‘that
fhe was about to be forfaken by a man
who from his very infancy had been

" taught to look upon her as his future
wite, and for whom fhe nfade no fecret
of having the moft tender affeCtion.

But whenever this fubje®t was men-
tion’d to Bellpine, as it frequently’ fo
happen’d, he affeted to hang down his
head and be entirely filent ; or, if defird
by fome one or other of the company to
fpeak . his thoughts, ¢ Iam no judge of
¢ the affair; would ke fay, mr. Jeflamy
¢ is my friend, and I fhould be loth to
think him capable of a bad a&ion;
mifs Jenny is certainly a fine girl, and -
fo is mifs Chit ; if he has changed his
fentiments he doubtlefs has his reafons,
‘¢ but I know nothing of it

a 0 QO -~

His intimacy with Jemmy was fo well |
known, that thefe undeterminate anfwers
from him gave more credit to the ftory
T than
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than the moft pofitive aflurances given
by any other perfon eould have done.

Nor was this all ; to give the greater
appearances  of the truth of what he
thought it was fo much his. intereft to
have believed, he contrived it fo that
Jemmy and mifs Chit fhould frequently -
be feen together in public places, though,,
for the moft part, they met without the:
leaft defign on the fide of either of them.

Jemmy, indeed, could not: avoid be~
ing fomewhat acceffary in corroborating;
the afperfion caft upon himfelf, as he had
been introduced to that young lady, and
received by her .in the manner above-
mentioned, the complaifance due to her
fex and rank, join’d to the pleafure he
took in hearing her fing and play, ob-
lig’d him fometimes to vifit hers; Bell-

ine was generally with them. ;; and: when
ﬁ_e was. fo, always found fome pertext or
other to draw them out where he knew
“there would be- people who would not
fail to take notice of their being together..

" It requires. more pains to be a.villain,
than fome people may imagine ; befides.
* impofing upon Jemmy, and making him.

alt in a manner which fhew’d his fenti-- -

ments to the world far different fromn
: Hé6- whag
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what they were in reality, Bellpine had
alfo another card to play, which coft
him litcle lefs contrivance.

As he had poflefs’d mifs Chit at firft
" with a belief that Jemmy was ferioufly

infpired with a paffion for her, and knew
very well that gentleman’s behaviour had
not at all been conformable to the affu-
rances he’ had given her on his account,
it behoved him to reconcile this contra-
diction fo as not to leave her any room

to fufpect the deception he had put upen
her.

He therefore continued, day after day,
to carry-her fome frefh intelligence of t

fine things Jemmy faid of her; and in-
finuated. that there was a defign on foot;
which, when once executed, would afford:
him a plaufible pretence for breaking off"

entirely with Jenny; and that then he

would avow his paffion and declare him-
felf devoted only to her.

Whether this young lady was abfolute--
ly convinced of the truth of what he faid,
I will not take upon me to determine;
becaufe, indeed, it-is - highly probable fhe
never gave herfelf the-trouble to examine
the confiftency of the ftory. Das

e A%
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" Dangerous, however, might fuch an
impofition "have been to fome ladies, to
have been flatter’d with the hopes of an
alliance with a2 man fuch as Jemmy, per-
fectly agreeable in his perfon, accomplifh-
ed in his manners, and opulent in his
fortune ; and.then to find at once all
thofe golden expe&ations vanith into air,
might certainly have been fatal in its
confequences, to a heart young, tender,
and unexperienced in deceit.

Happy was it for mifs Chit, in this ppint
at leaft, that the variety of company,
the many fine things faid to her by per- -
fons of condition, and particularly the
devoirs, whether- feign’d or real, of a
certain foreign minifter, hinder’dher from

. being' too atgentive to the: idea which:

the artifices of Bellpine might otherwife
have engrofs’d her with. :

| ey
e
oy

CHAP,
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CHAP XV.

Contains an example that for a woman

to be too good is not ome of thofé things
wbhich are impoffible to be found in
buman life. " .

HOUGH the foregoing report, be-

gan and induftrioufly propagated by
Bellpine, had fpread itfelf through all the
acquaintance both of Jemmy and Jenny,.
yet did it not prefently reach the ears of
either of them; and they went on, as
they had been accuftom’d to do, com-
municating to each other every little ad-
venture which fell into the way of €each,
provided they were fuch as might be,in-
" any meafure, ‘conducive to the important

end propofed, that of reifying or im-

proving their minds.

Among the many they recited to each
other, fome of which were too trifling to
be inferted here, Jemmy happen’d upon
one of a moft extraordinary nature, and
tll:gefore muft not be omitted ; it was
this; :

He

2.,
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He had been for fome time pretty
converfant with a gentleman named Kel-
fey 3 he was a man of family, fortune,
good fenfe, and a very agreeable compa-
nion ; - but one thing was faid of him,
that, in the opinion of all the difcreet

of his acquaintance, tarnifh’d the
. luftre of all his other qualities, — that of
his being a very bad husband to 2 moft
deferving wife. ‘

This lady, to whom he had been mar-
ried fcarce a year, was very young, beau-
tiful, and had every thinF in her perfon

. requifite to make her beloved ; and was
- in high eftimation for the ftri¢tnefs of her
virtue, her piety, and the affability of her
behaviour ; how could it then but feem
ftrange to Jemmy, that two perfons of
the charalters thefe bore in the world
fhould not live happily together ? he ne-
-~ ver heard any mention of the difagree-
ment between them, without feeling a kind
of painful curiofity for the caufe, but he
could find none who were able to give
him any information in that. point, tho’
" every one fpake loudly of the effects,

Chance at laft ‘prefented him with the
wil’d for difcovery: a gentleman of
diftinttion, a diftant relation of Jemmy’s,

- was
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was to have a private concert at his own
houfe ; Jemmy was one of the invited
perfons, with leave to hbring any friend
with him whom he fhould think proper 3
on which he made choice of Kelfey, and
accordingly made him a vifit on- the
morning of the day appointed, to defire .
he would accompany him to this enter-
tainment, if not previoufly engaged to
any other place, -

Mr. Kelfey thank’d him for the oblig-
- ing offer he had made him, reply’d, that
he had . no engagement at ‘all upon his
hands ; < but if I had, faid he, I fhould
¢. be tempted to Break through it, fince [
¢ am certain non¢ conld afford me fo
¢ muich real pleafure as that of waiting
¢ on mr. Jeflamy -any where; but more
¢ efpecially, continued he; on"an occa- -
¢ fion fo perfectly agreeable to my tafte.’

. Jemmy, after having made a fuitable .
return to this compliment, was preparing
to take leave, and defir’d that they might
meet att White’s chocolate-houfe about
fix ;- but the - other would not fuffer-him
to d:{ﬁfin -this 'manner, he infifted. on
his ftaying to dine with him, and pafs
the time where he was till the hour ar-
rived in which:they fheuld adjourn to a
place more agteeable. -~ - . :

o T . Jemmy
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Jemmy would have excufed himfelf
from-dining, as he had not the honour,
he faid, to be known to his lady : — to.
which mr. Kelfey anfwer’d, that his wife:
was-not ignorant of the rcfpc& due from:
her to any of her hufband’s friends.

The cunoﬁty that Jemmy had for
being an eye-witnefs of a lady’s deport-
ment whom he had heard fo much of,
and as yet had never feen, fhe ﬂ:ldom
appearing in any public. place, prevail’d’
with him at length to comply with her
husband’s requeft ; they amufed themfelves-
with looking over fome: fine picces. of:
mufic,, which mr. Kelfey :had that morn~
ing -brought home-in. {core,. till: three:

o’clock, at which hour he had: ordet’d
‘ ,dmncrtobercady o

The clock having ftruck, that gentle-
man conducted, his gueft into the next .
room, where they found: the fideboard:
fet out, the cloth laid,. the corks of the
bottles drawn, and every thing prepared’
for dinner being ferved up ; but no fer-
vant was in waiting all was hufh'd and’
filent as tho’ they had juft rofe from
- table; inftead of not being as yet fet down.

Mr.



1

162 Th HISTORY of

Mr. Kelfey waited fome minutes, but

" at laft rung the bell, on which the but-

ler came up; on being afk’d if dinner
was not ready, he reply’d, with fome he-

. fitation, that he would enquire of the

cook, and then went haftily away 3 foon
after mr. Kelfey rung again, and another
fervant appear’d, to whom his mafter
making tﬂc fame demand as to the for-
mer, anfwer’d bluntly, that his lady was
not yet come out of her clofet: ¢ Go then
¢ and call her, faid mr. Kelfey :* — the

fellow went, but returned immediately,

and faid the door was lock’d, and tho’
he had both knock’d and call’d could

.get no anfwer; on which mr. Kelfey

grew extremely red, and begging pardon

‘of Jemmy for leaving him alone- a mo-

ment flew up ftairs himfelf.

. Jemmy was very much furpris’d at all

this, but had not time to make any re-

fleCtions on it ; mr. Kelfey came prefently ’
- down follow’d by his lady, a very lovely '

woman, indeed; but feem’d greatly dif-
concerted : Jemmy advanced to pay her
the civilities of a ftranger, which, in fpite
of the confufion fhe was in, fhe receiv’d
with the utmoft fweetnefs and good breed-
ing, and they all fat down to table.

The
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.The firft courfe was ferved up in an
- inftant ; the garnifhing of the difhes was
elegant enough and inviting to the appe-
tite, as doubtlefs what they contain’d
wmlzld alfo bilyave been, if not fo much

rolong’d ond the neceffary time :
&r. Kegl’{éy ftuck his fork ﬁr{’cr%nto one
“thing and then into another, then threw
it down, bit his lips, and feem’d in very
great emotions.

Jemmy could be at no lofs to guefs
the occafion ; and, to palliate the difcon-
tent he faw him in, help’d himfelf pretty
plentifullyout of that difh which was near-
eft to him ; but never was any thing fo
fpoil’d, the trufiles, morelles, artichokes,
and other fuch things as fhould embellith-

" the fauce were in a manner diffolv’d in
it, and the meat itfelf wanted litcle of be-
ing fo too, fo that nothing but the bones
difcovered what it was.

Yet Jemmy fell to eating heartily,
crying it was very fine, that it was drefs’d
exaltly to his tafte; but this politenefs

" in him did not reftore the good humour
of his friend ; the lady too was in fome
pain on feeing the ill effes which her
ftaying too long in the clofet had pro-
duced ; and, addreffi ng herfelf to Jenimy,
¢Iam
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¢ I am afraid, fir, faid fhe, that your
¢ complaifance at this time gets the better
of your fincerity ; what is here is very
¢ much over done ; but I hope we fhall
¢ not find every thing fo.’

-

As fhe ended thefe words a fervant fet
a fine hare upon the table, and mr. Kel-
fey perhaps flattering himfelf that his wife
might be a true prophetefs on this .occa-

fion, took up his knife and fork ence’

more, in order to carve; but. the fkin
was fo dried by being kept at a diftance

. from the fire, that he found fome diffi-
culty to penetrate it, and when with much

labaur he had done. fo, the flefh beneath
fell fpontancoufly from ‘the bones, and
indeed was-almoft " fit ‘for pulverizing.

Mr. Kelfey, who was naturally ﬁéxy,.

and apt to kindle on every little provo-
cation, now loft all patience; he flung

the difh from him with fuch a vehemence,

that but for the footman’s agility in
catching it between his hands it muft
have fallen on the floor. -

The lady, who was all confufion, faid
fhe was forry and athamed that it had

happened fo: ¢ S’death, madam,. cry’d

e, ftarting from the table, does it ever
¢ happen otherwife? if you had even
: ¢ common

el
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common decency, you would not treat
me in this. manner: can you find no
time to pray but guﬂ when dinner is
coming upon table? muft my appetite
continually be ftarved, my.peace de-
ftroy’d, my reputation fcandalized, my
friends affronted, and all through your |
unfeafonable devotion #’

. .
a6 a0 a0 e

¢ It is mighty well, my dear, reply’d
¢ fhe rifing, it is mighty well ; but I fhall
¢ fay no more; it is from heaven alone
¢ that I muft feek fupport, under the ill
¢ humour and intemperance of a hufband :*
then turning to Jemmy, afk’d his pardon
for what had Paﬁ, and went hatftily out
of the room with eyes all bathed in tears.

¢ Would to heaven I had never feen
¢ your face,” cry’d mr. Kelfey furioufly,
and ftamping with his foot as fhe was
going out ; but fhe took no notice either
of his words or actions, and pafs’d on as
faft as {he could : he .continued walking
about the room with geftures which evie
dently denoted the inward rage he was

poflefs’d of, while Jemmy labour’d, tho’
for fome time in vain, to convince him
that he was in . the wrong to put himfelf
into fuch agitations on account of an

accident.

s Call
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¢ Call it not accident, mr. Jeflamy,
¢ reply’d he, what you have now been
¢ witnefs of has been almoft every day
¢ repeated ever fince our marriage. Oh,
¢ continued he, almoft raving, — how I |
¢ could curfe the hour,~— the day,— the
- ¢ inftitution,—facred as it is call’d, that
¢ join’d together two fuch oppofites *

At laft, however, the confideration he
had for his friend got the better of the 4
refentment he had againft his wife, and
_fetting down again and making Jemmy

do fo alfo : ¢ I know not, faid he, whe-
¢ ther I fhall ever be forgiven for the
-¢ rudenefs I have been guilty of ; you
. ¢ have, indeed, fuffer’d too much through
¢ the folly of my wife, and I ought not
¢ to have prolong’d your pennance by my |
- ¢ ill humour, notwithftanding the juftifi- ;
ablenefs of it had, Ibeen alone.’ ‘

L

. He then, without waiting for Jemmy’s
reply, call’d to the butler and afk’d him
if there were ahy cold meats in the houfe

that might fupply the difficiency they had

fuftain’d : the man on - this ran down

ftairs, and prefently return’d follow’d by

another fervant with a large ham, of
which a very little had been cut, ¢ Come

. 13 my

-
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my dear friend, faid mr. Kelfey, a cold
¢ repaft is better than none at all ; this
¢ we had yefterday and could not be
< {poil’d, tho’ the chickens about it.fell
¢ to pieces of themfelves, like the hare
¢ you juft now faw,’

He faid no more, but fell heartily on
the ham before them ; Jemmy, who for
_ all his complaifance had made but a half
‘dinner, follow’d his example; and a defert,
confifting of tarts, pitty-patties, Jellies,
fruits, and fuch like things, being after-
wards placed upon the table, neither of
thefe gentlemen had any reafon to com-
plain of their bad living that day.

‘When the cloth and fervants were with. -
drawn, and the bottle and the glafles
were the fole witneffes of their converfa-
tion, Jemmy finding the other was now
in a difpofition to bear it, began to rally
him a }ji)ttlc on the fubjeét of his late dif-
quiets : ¢ Faith, rfi{)ly’d mr. Kelfey, I have

a true Englith ftomach of my ewn, and
¢ cannot bear  the leaft difappointment -
¢ in vi€tuals ; and this fervour of devotion -
¢ takes my wife at fuch odd periods, that
¢ whether I have company, or am ob-
¢ lig’d to go out on bufinefs at an ap-
¢ pointed hour, never can be certain that

o : ¢ dinner
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dinner will be ferved according to the
time. ° ) .

¢ This unhappy humour- in her, con-
tinued he, it is that drives me fo much
abroad, I am compell’d by it to en-
tertain my friends at a tavern, to tranf-
act all my affairs there ; and fometimes
indeed, to refreth my own fenfes with
peace, and a bit of meat drefs’d as it
ought to be. How is it poffible I fhould

. love home, when the very perfon in

whofe power it chiefly is to render it
agreeable, exercifes that power rather
to create difguft than liking ?' I once
loved her, and none but ‘the herfelf
could have wean’d my heart from the
tender paffion I had for her ; but be-
fides, whenever I complain of what you
have feen, and fome other irregularities
in domeftic life, fhe burils into tears
and reproaches ; accufes me of unkind-
nefs, of intemperance, of  prophanefs to
heaven, of tegirding too, much the

-things of this world, and. fuch like ftuff,
-which if T fly to’avoid, I am at Jéaft

juftified in the poet’s words.

* Clamotfs our privacies yeafy make,

‘Birds feave their pefts difturb’d, and

* - -beafts their haunts forfake.

Jemmy
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Jemmy, who could find little to fay in
the defence of mrs. Kelfey, and had too
much complaifance and- good nature to -
fay any thing againft her, artfully waved
the converfation and ftarted more agree-
able fubje&s, between which and the
bottle they pafs’d the time till the haqur
arrived which call’d them to the concert,

IR, S D

This being an entertainment adapted to
the tafte of ‘both thefe gentlemen, ’tis
not to be doubted but the pleafure they
received in it attoned for all the mortifi-
cations of the preceding day; but, as it
prefented nothing material enough to ac-

uaint the reader with, we fhall make no
gmrther mention of it, - ‘

VoL © I ° -CHAP
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CHAP XVI

Treats only on fuch matters as it 1is
bighly probable fome readers will be -
apt 1o [ay ‘might bave been recited
in_a more latonic manner, if not to-
zally omitted ; but as there are others, *
the author imagines much the greater
mzmber, who may be of a different
opinion, if is judged proper that tbe
majority fhould be obliged.

EMMY, to whom the riddle of mr.

Kelfey’s difagreement with his wife
was now fully explain’d, no fooner found
him{elf at home and alone, than he began
to make the ferious reflettions both on
- the accident he had been witnefs of, and
the real fource from whence fuch unfor-
tunate effets were ‘originally derived.

¢ It is not, faid he within himfelf, it

¢ is not youth, beauty, wealth, nor even
¢ a mutual affetion in the parties before,
¢ marriage, that is fufficient to contitute
¢ their happinefs, when once enter’d into
¢ that ftate ; neither mr. Kelfey nor his wife
# arc wanting in any ofi thofe endowments
¢ or accomphihmcnts:whxch one thauld
, © «-think
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think neceflary to endear them to each
other ; yet how miferable are they! it
muft therefore be, that a conformity of
,grinciplcs, @ parity of fentiments and

umours, and a certain fympathy of foul,
ought to be the firft links in the hy-
meneal chairr ; and without them, all the

others fall to the ground and have no
power to bind.

e 0o & AR AN AR

¢ T think, continued he, that my friend
has every requifite for making a good
husband, were it his lot to have been uni-
ted to 2 woman of hisown gay temper ;
and the lady, who now creates fuch un-
eafinefs both to herfelf and him, would

¢ certainly have made no lefs excellenta -
¢ wife had fhe been married to an enthu-’
¢ fiaft.’ '

a & & 0N

On reafoning farther, under various-
difcontents that fo frequently difturb’d

the felicity of conjugal life, he concluded, .

that good nature and fimilitude of difpor
fitions, tho’ the laft things confider’d, -
and feldom if ever enquired into by the
perfons about to be united, were indeed
the chief ingredients to make their future
happinefs. ' C

Thefe confiderations led him into ‘an’
examination of Jenny’s behaviour, even-
‘ R 351 | from
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from her infancy, with much greater at-
tention than éver he had “done before ;
and the more he did fo now, the lefs he
could find to with were chang’d ; nothing
had’ever appear’d in her which feem’d to
him to ftand in need of the leaft rectifi-
cation; fhe had never betray’d a too
ftrong attachment to any one thing ; no
caprice, no whimfica] flights, no affe¢ta-
tion, no pride of exciting the envy of
her own fex, or of giving pain to thofe
of the other ; in all her wordsand actions
fhe preferved the happy medium of nei-
ther being too gay and giddy, nor tco
fullen and referv’d ; nor was all this mere

“outward fhew; he could not fufpect her

of difguife, as he had known her before
the could arrive at the power, even.if fhe .
had the will, of pretending to be other
than fhe really was, )

Though he was in no hafte to be mar-
ried ; yet, as he Intended nothing more:
than being fo, one time or other, great’
caufe had he to thank heaven for being
fo peculiarly propitious in the lot ordain’d
for bim; nor was he infenfible or ungrate-
ful for the bounty, and had fo true an
efteem and affection for his dear Jenny,"
that we may almoft give it to the reader-
for a certainty, that no temptation what-
¢ver could have made him entertain the-

. ’ lca‘t
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Ieaft thought of : .any other woman for a

‘wife.

He went pretty early the next morn-

‘ing to her apartment, which he feldom
fail’d to do, when he had no_farther bufi-

nefs than to give her the bon jour ; but
never when he had any thing to com-
municate in relation to the agreement
made between them : he knew indeed,
that fhe had very little occafion for any
leflons of improvement from the faults

_ of others ; but he took an infinite pleafure

in hearing the judicious obfervations the
always made on every occurrence that

Erefcnted itfelf to her.

~*¢ing to chape

He met her at the door, her chair
waited, and the was juft ready to ftep into
it, ¢ You are going out, I perceive, faid he,
¢ and I'will not detain you :’ ¢ Indeed but
¢ you fhall, re f)ly’d fhe 4 I was only go- -

which I can do as well
¢ in the afternoon.

¢ But how, rejoin’dhe, fhalll anfwer to
myfelf for being an impediment to any
a¢t of religion ?’ Religion, cried fhe,does
not enjoin us to be rude or unkind to
our friends ; and I know not if a juft
obfervance of the duties of focial life
¢ be not amore acceptable facrifice to_the
13 ¢ Deity

"N & N AN
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"¢ Deity than all the oraifons our lips can
¢ utter.”

She faid no more ; but having difmifs’d
the chairmen made Jemmy go up ftairs,
where fhe inftantly follow’d him ; as foon-
as they were fat down, ¢ I dined yefter-
¢ day, faid he fmiling, with a lady who
¢ would have . thought herfelf guilty of
the extremeft impiety and prophanefs
to have thewn half that complaifance to
her husband, which I have juft now re-
ceived frcm you.

*a & o o

¢ She muft then have very little affec-
tion for him indeed, replied Jenny; and
aifo be equally igrorant of the laws of
the inftitution by which, as I take it,fhe
is bcund to cllige and to obéy him
in all reafonatle things ; butl fee, con-
tinued fhe, by your countenance that
¢ you are big with fome new intelligence 3
¢ fo pray don’t delay leiting me have it.’

O a n" A a

I - ae

Jemmy then made her an exa recital
of the entertainment he had met with at
mr. Kelfey’s; the brulee between the
husband and the wife ; the impatience of
the one, and the provocation given for it 1
'by the other : Jenny laugh’d heartily at
the beginning of this ftory, but grew more
grave towards the latter end of it, and

perceiving
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perceiving he had concluded, gave her

fentiments on what he had been telling
her in thefe terms: R

¢ Can any one take this for piety, faid
¢ fhe? I would not be fo uncharitable as to
¢ think mrs. Kelfey an hypocrite, but
¢ certainly fuch a benhaviour has ncthing
¢ in it of the air of true devotion.” To
whi h he “reply’d, that he muft do her
the juftice o believe, from what he could
gather from the difcourfe he had after-
wards with her husband, who was not in
a difpofition to bec more favourable than
the occafion requir’d, that all the miftakes
fhe is guilty of proceed intirely from too
warm a zeal in what fhe thinks the duties
of religion.

¢ There are hours enough, faid fhe, to
¢ be fpent in praver, without breaking in
¢« upon thofe which the ceconomy of the
¢ family requires ; I am far from depre-
¢ ciating religious worfhip, but there are
¢ times for all things, and mrs. Kelfey
¢ makes choice of fuch as are fo utterly
¢ improper,as if it really arifes from piety,,
¢ renders it, in my. opinion, fuch a kind of
¢ piety as has little merit in it.

¢« I.am rather afraid, continued fhe after
¢ a paufe, that through floth, and a. cer-
14 - ¢ tain
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¢ tain indolence of nature, fhe negletts
¢ paying that tribute to heaven. which is
¢ due from every reafonable creature at
¢ fit times; and at length, remembering
¢ her omiffion, runs to wipe off one fault
¢ by committing a ftill greater ; for [ would
¢ fain know, whether driving a husband
¢ to the extremes you fay mr. Kelfey is
¢ guilty of, be not a much worfe error
* than even not praying at all.?

¢ For my part, added fhe with a more
gay air, I thould have no notion .of fa-
ving my own foul by doing what I faw
would infallibly ruin another’s; efpecially
that of aperfon in whofe happinefs, both
here and herealter, I ought to take fo
great an intereft.” : ~

LI S N N R

Jemmy had a very high regard both
for the myfteries and duties of reveal’d

religion 3 though, like moft othergay gen-

tlemen of his age, he was little practis’d
in .the rules : but had he been a more
Ttri¢t obferver of church difcipline, he
‘could not well have difapproved of the
fentiments Jenny had declared; he told her
fhe had argued like a cafuift, and that he
was fure there was never a Clergyman in
England but muft agree with her on this
point,

= foe
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< I do not know that, anfwer’d fhe; but
< T can tell youl durft not {peak in the
¢ manner I have done, without thinking
¢ I had fufficient authority for it, from a

¢ little account given to my father, by a
< wvery learned and warthy divine, of one
¢ of his parifheners; -1 was very young
¢ when I heard it, but as it has made 2
¢ lafting impreflion upon my mind, if
¢ you will afford me your attention I
¢ will repeat it.’

Jemmy having affured her the would
confer a very great obligation on him by
fo daing, fhe went on with her difcourfe
in gpis manner :

# ‘The reverend gentleman I have men-
¢ tion’d, faid fhe, was not only an excel-
¢ lent preacher but alfo an excellent man ;
< all his actions were fo many precepts,
< and his example a kind of living law ;
. ¢ for there ‘'was no virtue which he la-

< boured to infpire in others that he did
¢ not in the higheft degree put in practice
"¢ himfelf. ,

¢ He frequently favour’d my father

¢ with his company, continued the, they
¢« were extremely intimate, and when the
¢ two good old gentlemen got together
$ there never .wag .any-gap: in.converfa-
- ¢ tion 2

-
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tion : one evening, in particular, he
came to our houfe and my father, who
was at church that day, and found a
very thin congregation, was beginning
to lament to him the decay of religion ;
to which the dofor reply’d in thefe
termsy I think I remember his very
words.’

¢ Aye, mr. Jeflamy, faid he, I am
afraid indéed that religion is at a very
low ebb at this time ; but we muft not
always impute the want of it to thofe
who we do not fee conftantly at public
worfhip, even though we fhould know
they were not detain’d from it b
infirmity either of mind or of body
there are a thoufand accidents which
may intervene, and withhold them from
the difcharge of this duty ; nay, in fome
cafes it may fo happen that it is even
laudable to be abfent: you look fur-
prifed, mr._Jeflamy; continued he, per-
ceiving my father did fo; but I can
eafily convince you of the truth of what
I fay : I came now from vifiting a lady,
who till within this month, or there-
abouts, has not been at church for near
feven ‘years; though before that time
no body mere conftantly attended ; and
Z(:tul firmly believe that there is not a
er of 3 more pious woman in the

world.’ :
‘ Thefe

- . A
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Thefe laft words were far from leffen-
ing the aftonifhment my father had been.
in from the beginning of this difcourfe ;

but he would not interrupt the dottor,
who went on thus : '

¢ To eafe you of that fufpence which I
¢ find I have raifed in you, faid he, know,,
¢ mr. Jeflamy, that this excellent lady-
¢ flew not from divine fervice to purfue
¢ the pleafures of the town, nor to gra-
¢ tify any fenfual inclination of her own,
¢ but to fhut herfelf up in a clofe rcom
¢ with an aged parent, who, prefs’d be-
¢ neath the weight of years and infirmi-
¢ ties, unable to go out herfelf, and
¢ equally unwilling to receive any vifits
¢ from. thofe who knew her in a more
¢ fanguine ftate, had no confolation but
¢ in the dutiful cares of this beloved
¢ daughter, who was continually employ’d
¢ about her adminiftering every thing in
¢ her power for her relief.’

¢ Itis imgofﬁble for' me, faid Jenny,,
purfuing the theead of her difcourfe, to
remember half the encomiums he made
on this a& of filial piety ; but thisI -
know, that I have ever fince been. fully

convinced, that while we are here upon.
earth all the. prayers- we can make to
beaven will be infufficient to atrone for

16 ¢ negheCting:

P T T S W)
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¢ negletting to difcharge, as well as is in
¢ our power, the duties of our feveral
¢ ftations.’

Jemmy was now about to tell her how
much his opinion, in this point, coincided
with what fhe had deliver’d ; but fhe hap-
pen’d to bé in a very talkative humour,
and this being a fubjet which in her fe-
rious moments had frequently occurr’d to
her, the would not quit it for the fake of
hearing any praifes given to herfelf.

¢ There are fome people, refumed fhe,
¢ who are hypocrites without knowing
themfelves that they are fo ; they faft,

they pray inceflantly, they are abun-

dantin giving to charitable ufes, and do .
many other great and laudable altions;
but then they do them not fo much for
the fake of the religion that enjoins us

to do all the good we can, as for the
fake of gratifying their own vanity in
being able to perform more than their
neighbours.’ ~

.
e A & A0 & & & o~

¢ This is oftentation, cried Jemmy, in~

terrupting her, and I am afraid that too
many of thofe great adtions, fo hyper-
bolically extell’d in panegyrick, if
fearch’d into the bottom, would be
¢ found to proceed from no other fource.’
: . . .5 Oftentation,
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¢ Oftentation, anfwer’d the, is different
from the propenfity I mean; oftenta-
tion, as I take it, is rather an ambi-
tion of appearing better in the eyes of
others than we either are or will take
any pains to be in fa® ; but what I am -
fpeaking of is an innate triumph of the
heart; a mental exultatioh within our-
felves in the imagination that we in re-
ality “excel other people; and this I
think may be call’d a fpiritual pride.

~ ¢ 1 have heard fuch ftrange ftories,

continued Jenny, fuch unaccountable
inftances in relation to this fame fpiri-
tual pride among the nuns abroad, as I
ﬁmoufd have look’d upon to have been
mere inventions to depreciate and ridi-
cyle that way of worfhip, if they had.
not been folemnly averr’d to me by a

-lady who is herfelf a roman catholic,

was two years a -penfioner in a monaf-
tery at Paris, and an eye witnefs of the
truth of what fhe faid.’

Here the was preparing to repeat fome

of thofe “particulars which the lady had
made her acquainted with ; but was pre-
vented by a fervant who came into the
room to call her down to dinner, on

which - Jemmy, as fhe was a boarder, took

his

L
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his leave probably with lefs reluctance if
the fubjeg they had been engaged in had
happened to be one of 2 more entertain-
ing nature.

Nor will the reader find any reafon to
be greatly diffatisfied at the breaking off
a converfation which could be little im-_
proving, as an excefs of devotion is not
- among the reigning errors of the prefent
times.

CHAP. XVIL

Will in all likelibsod appear, to the
greatef part of our readers, a good
deal more intereflting than the former.

\FTER that converfation which had

engrofs’d the whole of the prece-
ding chapter, a multiplicity of engage-
ments, of one fort or other, fo took up.
Jemmy’s time, that he could not find
one hour to vifit his beloved and moft
eferving miftrefs for three days . fuccef-
ively ; but on the evening of the latter
he found, on his .caming home, a little.
billet from her which had been left for
him in the afternoon, the contents where-
of were as follows :'
To

L
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To James Jessamy, Efy;

Dear Jemmy, :
s A Propofal has been made to me,
ce which before I accept of am de-
<¢ firous to acquaint you with ; if this is
¢¢ {o fortunate as to find you at home
¢¢ fhall be glad of feeing you this even-
«¢ ing; if not, expe&t you will not fail
¢¢ of calling on me in the morning as
¢ early as you can ; becaufe I have pro-
¢ mifed to give my final anfwer fome
¢ time to-morrow. I am,

With all fincerity,
Dear Jemmy,
Yours, &c. &c.
- J. sté.’mv.

On the firft mention of this “billet, after
an abfence of fo unufual a length between
thefe two lovers, when in the fame town
together, I dare believe that many of.
female readers expected to find it fill'd
cither with reproaches or complaints ; or,
perhaps with a mixture of both; bue
Jenny was of a different complexion from
the generality of her fex, fhe could love

+ without - anxiety, and glad s fhe -was

whenever fhe faw the object of her paffion,
‘ was
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was never angry or unhappy when fhe
faw him not. .

If all women could bring themfelves to
behave in the manner Jenny did, I cannot
but think they would find their account
in it, not only in the tranquility of their
own minds, but alfo in rendering more

permanent the affeCtion of the man they -

loved ; doubts, fufpicions, and jealoufies,
though arifing from a tender caufe, fre-
quently hurry the perfon poffefs’d of them
into fuch furious marks of refentment, as,

if the lover has the leaft inclination to -

break off, gives him a fair pretence of do-
ing fo. : :

The guilty heart, which perhaps might
be in time reclaim’d by its own confci-
oufnefs of being in the wrong, is often
hardened by unbraidings ; there is a cer-
tain pride and obftinacy in fome natures
which will not bear reproof, and.makes
them perfiftin the errors which themfelves
condemn, only becaufe they are candem-
ned by others. ;

But if the man, who knows he juftly
merits all the reproaches he n be load-
ed with, can fo ill endure rebuke, how
fhall the innocent, the faithful lover fup-
portit ; to be accufed of a crime his

: .0 . . very

e AL
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wvery apprehenfion fhudders at, to be treat-
ed by the woman he adores with fullen
coldnefs, and with caufelefs teftimonies of
fufpicion, muft give him " the moft poig-
nant inquietude ; and though he may
fubmit to it at firft, and be even pleafed,
as imagining fuch a behaviour an indica-
tion of the moft tender paffion in his
miftrefs ; .yet, when he finds all his en-
deavours to calm the tempeft in her foul
are fruitlefs, he will at lal}t), efpecially -if
he is a man of fenfe and fpirit, be wearied
out, as the poet truly fays, -

Small jealoufies, indeed, inflame defire ;
Too great, not fan, but quite put out
the fire.

Or as another, in my opinion, more
emphatically expreffes his fenfe of the
matter : .

*Tis juft, when doubts without foun-‘
dation grow, <

Thofe who believe us falfe fhould find
us fo,

But I have feen too much how far the
power of jealoufy, a paffion truly call’d
the poifen of love, operates on a female
mind, not to bé fenfible that all the advice -
- I can give on this occafion will be entirely
thrown
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thrown away ; and that I have more rea-
fon 10 afk pardon of my fair readers for

this digreflion, than (o flatter myfelf they
will be any way profited by it.

To return ther.fore to the bufinefs of
. my hiftory; it was too late when Jemmy
received the abovemention’d fummons
from his miftrefs to attend her that night;
but he comply’d with it very early the
next morning, according to her requeft 5
and indeed much foener than fhe could
reafonably have expetted he wauld be
ftirring. i

He found her incompaffed with trunks
and ban-boxes, and very bufy in pack-
ing up her apparel; ¢ You have found me

¢ preparing for a journey, cry’d fthe, which

¢ notwithftanding I would neither refolve
¢ upon, nor promife to take without
¢ receiving your approbation of it.’

-¢ Yeu furprife me, faid he,—a jour-
< ney ; and wait for. my approbation of
¢ it.—¢ Yes,—replyed fhe, it was to that
¢ end I fent for you in fuch a hurry; but
* fit down and I will tell you all’—Jem-
my then took a chair, and fhe placing
herfelf in another oppofite to him, began
as follows: .

¢ You

e . ——
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¢ You muft know, faid fhe, that I
¢ din’d yefterday, by invitation, at lady
¢ Speck’s ; — her fifter, mifs Wingman,
¢ was with her; they are both going to
< Bath to-morrow, and were very urgent
¢ with me to accompany them :— As I
¢ never faw that place, and have heard
¢ fo much of it, I muft cenfefs I fhould
¢ be well enough pleafed to go thither;
¢ efpecially when 1 have the opportunity
< of being efcorted by three ar four ftout
< fellows with fire-arms, by way of de-
¢ fence from the gentlemen eollectors of
¢ the road.’

¢ I know, replied Jemmy, that lady
¢ Speck will abate nothing that fhe thinks
¢ becoming her quality, and always tra-
¢ velsin a genteel manner. — And fo you
¢ fet out to-morrow ?

¢ I do not tell you I thall fet outat 2,

< anfwer'd fhe, for I am not yet . deter-

¢ mined,”’ — Jemmy then afk’d her on
what motive fhe hefitated.”— ¢ Can you
¢ not guefs,—cry’d the, — looking kindly
¢ on him ?* ¢<No upon my honour, faid he,
¢ Then you are not fo juft to me as. you
¢ ought to be,—returned fhe gravely ;—
¢ you might have thought I would agreg
¢ to nothing of this nature, without ha-

Me,
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¢ Me, cry’d Jemmy, did younot tell
‘* me you fhould like to go? — ¢ Yes,
¢ replied fhe, but as I fuppofe, according
¢ to the footing on which we now f’candj
¢ that it will be my duty hercafter to fub-
¢ mit my inclinations to the regulation of
¢ your will, 1 thought it proper to give
¢ you a previous fample how eafy it will
¢ be for me to do fo. In fine, my dear
¢ Jemmy, I will not go without your
¢ confent ; nor even without your appro-
¢ bation.’

¢ This is indeed a proof of tendernefs,
¢ cry’d he, which I could not expect, nor
¢ can any way deferve; unlefs it be by
¢ joining my entreaties with the ladies,
¢ that you will not refufe their requeft.’
In fpeaking thefe words he rofe from his
feat and fnatch’d her to his arm with an
infinity of tranfport and affetion.

. ¢ Then you are willing, faid fhe, re-
¢ turning him his embrace, to part with
¢ me for the Jong fpace of fix or feven
¢ weeks at leaft ? for they do not purpofe
¢ to return fooner.’ ) :

¢ I will not pretend to be fo much the

¢ mafter of myfelf, faid he, ftill holding
¢ her by the hand, as to be perfeétly con-
¢ tent during fuch a feparation ashyou
¢ have
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¢ have mention’d; but I can fee no rea-
<fon to put my patience to'fo fevere a
¢ trial ; I might follow you direétly, but
¢ it happens unluckily that my fteward
« whom I have fent for comes to town to-
< morrow, and the affairs I have to fettle
¢ with him will detain me for fome days;
< but I believe I may flatter myfelf with
¢ feeing my dear Jenny at Bath within 2"
¢ fortnight at the very fartheft.’

¢ May I then expe you’, cryed fhe ?
with a voice which expreis’d the utmoft
fatisfaction.” ¢ You may not only expect
¢ but depend upon my coming ;’ anfwer-
¢ ed he, ¢ you have thegreateft fecurity for
¢ it that is in nature, which is that of
¢ my own inclination.’— ¢ Believe me, my
¢ dear Jenny, that I never was eafy when
¢ abfent from you for any length of time;
¢ ~— the thoughts of you ftill mingled with
¢ all the little {fports and recreations of my
¢ childhood; and now when riper years
¢ have made me more truly fenfible, of
¢ the perfections you are miftrefs of, I
¢ feel it would be an utter impoffibility
¢ to live without feeing you.>

She anfwer’d thefe “fond .expreffions
with others no lefs endearing ; after which,
fhe told him, that fince he agreed ‘to her.
going, and had promifed to follow, ﬁl:cel

: , wou



190 Tbe HISTORY of
would fend immediately, and let lady
Speck know fhe thould be ready to attend
her ladythip next morning. :

Jemmy then left her to do as fhe had
faid, and went home to drefs; but re-
turn’d in the evening, and ftaid fupper
with her, when nothing ‘pafled of confe-
- quence enough to trouble the reader with,
except his renewing the aflurances he be-
fore had given her of feeing her at Bath
as foon as his bufinefs was difpatch’d.

CHAP XVIII.

Contains a brief account of fenny's
journey to Bath; and alfo fome paf-
Jfages which bappened on ber arrival

there.

]ENNY, though fhe had all the rea-
J fon imaginable to be pleafed with this
excurfion, not only in the gratification
of her curiofity in the fight of a place fhe
had heard fo much of, %ut alfo in the fo-
ciety of the company the went with; of
whofe charaters it is highly proper to
give the reader fome account. .

Lady
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Lady Speck had been the wife of a
perfon of great diftinétion, whom fhe loft
in the firft year of their marriage ; but as
love had not been in the leaft confulted by -
either party in the formation of -that uni-.
on, fo grief had for his death little effect,
either on the delicacy of her complexion,
or the fprightlinefs of her. humour; fhe
had"alfo fome confolations which many
widows want; for befides a very large
jointure fettled on her by her marriage
articles, the was now in pofleflion ot an
eftate of near two thoufand poundsa year,
by the demife of an uncle.

The age of this lady did not excced
twenty-five; mifs Wingman, who was
her fifter by hér mother’s fide, was fix or
feven years younger, and a_great heirefs 5
both of them had a great deal of wit and
vivacity, but though they faw all the gay
cempany in town, and convers’d freely,
neither of them had been guilty of any
thing that could call their condu& in
quq’(?ion, or caft a blemifh on their repu-
tations. = :

Thefe ladies, to whofe chara&ers I
fhould alfo have added that of being ve

- agreeable in their perfons, eould not fail

of attracting a great number of admirers;

dnd as their goingto Bath“was no fecret,

- . ~a

. : : thofe

N
.« 2
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thofe who were moft eager to prove the
fincerity of their attachment, thought they
could not do ita better way than by fol-
lowing them. - )

But there were two who diftinguifh’d
themfelves from all the reft of their com-
petitors, by a particular aét of knight
errantry, thefe were mr. Lovegrove and
lord Huntly; the one had for fome time
made his addreffes to lady Speck, and the
other either was, or pretended to be paf-
fionately devoted to her fifter.

Thefe gentlemen, who were intimate
friends, and the mutual confidants of each
other’s paffion, contrived a little plot of
love and gallantry- between them, the
idea of which gave them as much plea-
fure as they doubted not but their mif-
treflfes would receive in the execution of it.

'Having taken care to inform them-
felves as exactly as poffible of the time in
which the ladies were to fet out, they left
London fome hours fooner, and arrived
at Maidenhead early emough to accom-
plith what they had projected.

They put up at the firft great inn in
the town, and having given orders for a
very elegant dinner to be prepared, poft-
o ' ed
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ed themfelves in a room that looked to-
wards the road, that they might be ready

to intercept the ladies, in cafe they fhould

not inténd to bait at this place.

This precaution was neceffary, for lady
Speck’s Jehu was driving furioufly on, as
they generally do when paffing through
any town or village where they have not

orders to ftop.—The gentlemen faw them’
- atadiftance, and immediately fallied out.

Lord Huntley’s two fervants laid hold of
the bridles of the fore horfes, and one of
Mr. Lovegrove’s, with an ‘authoritative
voice, call’d tothe coachmanto draw back
the reins, their principals at the fame
time advanced at the coach door, and
accofted thofe within it, in thefe terms:

¢ Wearreft you, ladies, in the name of
¢ love, faid lord Huntley ; that God, fo
¢ univerfally obeyed, has commiffion’d us,
¢ his faithful votaries, to ftop your far-
¢ ther progrefs without his fpecial leavey
¢ —Ceres and Bacchus are too of the p.r-
¢-ty, added mr. Lovegrove, and it would
¢ be in vain for you to think of refifting
¢ their united influence.?

That "nmiomentary furprife which the
ladies were in at the firft ftoppage of their
coach vanifh’d on the fight of the per-

You. L. K ions

41
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fons who had occafion’d it; and lady
Speck, who happen’d to fit on that fide
where they were, anfwer'd with a great
deal of fpirit, < We have nothing to do
- ¢ with the mifchievious little deity ;—but
< as to Ceres and Bacchus, they are be-
< neficent powers, and I think we ought

¢to fhew them fome complaifance;— .
P

¢ What fay you ladies?’ ‘continued fhe,
turning to. her fifter and mifs Jeffamy ;
the latter of whom, being wholly una-
quainted with the gentlemen, made no re-
ply, nor indeed had fhe time; for mifs
Wingman prefently took up the Word,
and faid, ¢ Nay fifter, I think we have no
« choice to make; we are taken prifoners
¢ and muft fubmit to the laws ot the con-
- ¢ querors.” | :

The coach door was then open’d, the
ladies were handed out and conduéted in-
to a room, where they found the table-
cloth laid, and fide-board fet forth with
3s much elegance and propriety as if they
had been in their own houfes; but as

shey came fomewhat fooner than the %en- '
ord

tlemen expeted, mr. Lovegrove left
Hountly to entertain them for a moment,
while he went down to give orders for ha-

- ftening dinner.

As:
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As he was returning from this little ex-
pedition a poft-chaife, attended by one
fervant, came galloping into the yard of
the inn; the perfon who alighted from it
was fir Robert Manley, a very great ac-
quaintaince of mr. Lovegrove’s ; they im-
mediately faw each other, and mutually

_ advanced with open arms.

On putting the queftion to each other
concerning the rout they were purfuing,
Lovegrove related in a few words the me-
thod that lord Huntly and himfeif had
taken, to ingratiate themfelves into the
favour of their miftrefies.

¢ You are happy fellows, faid fir Ro- .
¢ bert, {fmiling, 1 am for Bath too; but
¢ you fec how forlorn and folitary my

"¢ journey will be in comparifon of yours,

¢ who carry along with you thofe pleafures

¢ I'am obliged to go in fearch of.’

Mr. Lovegrove then told him, there
was a third lady in. company, ¢ who
< young and handfome as the is, faid he,
¢ is like to have but a duall time of it, as
< my lord and I have our particular at-
¢ tachments; therefore, if I could prevail
< on.you to join us, we fhould be all
¢ right, and more at liberty to indulge
¢ our feveral inclinations.’

K2 <I
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¢ I underftand you, replied the baro-
¢ net, and was never backward in m
¢ life to came to the relief of a diftrefled

¢ fair one; I fhall ind fomething or other .

“ to fay to her, while you are entertaining
. ’
* your miftreffes. :

"On this the other purpofed that he

fhould profecute his journey with them,
in lord Huntley’s landau; to which he
alfo agreeing, diicharg’d in the fame in-
ftant the poft-chaife that had brought him
thither, and - they-went up ftairs together
to join the company.- o

<1 have ftaid a loné tims, faid mr;'

* Lovcgrove, prefenting fir Robert, bur
¢ havebrought my excule in o¥y:hand:>—

Thisgentieman was particularly known to -

Yord Huntley, and: no ftranger-to lady -

Speck and her fifter, and was received by
them with all 'imaginable demonftrations
of fatisfaction; but Jenny, not having the
lcaft perfonal acquaintance with him, -faid

no more than what bare civility demand. -

ed from her to a man of his rank and
chara®er. : :

" The converfation, during the time of

-dinner, becoming extremely- gay and fpi»
rituous, our young heroine howen'r,-@orc
a part in it, with'{fo much wit fand' viva,r

city,

b
e
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city, which, added to her other charms,

could not fail of capt.vating almoft any

_heart, not already ﬁron%Iy prepoflefs’d in

favour of another object; — his lordfhip
and mr. Lovegrove were defended, n¢t
only by the ideas, but alfo by the pre-

“fence of their miftreflfes ; but what the
"heart of fir Robert Manley felt on the

fudden rufh of . fuch united perfection,

~will very fhortly be difcover’d,

It would be quite needlefs to tell the

_reader that the table was elegantly ferv’d,

“for no one can fuppofe that gentlem.n,

who had taken fo rauch pairs to. acquire
an opportunity of entertaining their -mi-
ftreffes, would omit any thing for that

"purpofe which the place they were in

was capable of furnithing,

The fame fpirit of gallantry continued
during the whole journey;—wherever they

" bdited, which was as often asany agree-

able profpect invited ; the ladies had no-

" thing to pay, cither for themfelves, their

fervants, or their horfes;—as they travell’d
very leifurely they found, on their ar.

- fival at Bath, their women attendants,. .

who had come down with their luggage
in"the ftage coach, had been there fome
hours before them, and prepar'd every
thing necefla y for their reception at the

K3 lodgin; g

L
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lodgings which lady Speck had previ-
oufly taken czrz to fecure.

- ‘It being towards evening when they
came into the town, the gentlemen, after.
~¥eeing their fair companions fafe into their -
apartments, withdrew, on pretence ofleav-

ing them to take that repofe which the de-

licacy of their conftitutions nright require 5

but, in reality, to go about the execution

.of a project they had all three been con-

certiag on the road, and which they

imagined would give the ladies a fecond

furprife, no lefs agreeable than the for-

mer.

They had _been told there were-a com-
pany  of players, and a tolerable good
- band of mufick, at that tjme ip town; and
as thefe people were to ke employed for
.what “they had defign’d, they went di-
rectly to the theatre, and: hired fuch of
~-them as they found moft fit for their pur-
pofe s which was no other than to compli-
ment the ladies, on their arrival, in a
manner altogether new and unqxpg&ed.

.. Lord Huntley, who was a nagive of
- the kingdom of Ireland, had brought
over with him a little mufical interlude,
which had been exhibited at a marria%e
feaft where his lordfhip had been a gueA 2
' o N As
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As they. were upon the fubje&t of gal-
Jantry, he propofed to mr. Lovegrove to
entertain the ladies with 'this piece, by
way of giving them their welcome to Bath,
in cafe they fhould be able. to procure
people to perform the pasts.” - :

* The perfonages which compofed the
drama, were Loove, Honour and PLEA-
surRE.—MTr. Lovegrove was charm’d with
the thouglit ; and fir Robert Manley faid,
that nothing could be more fuitably
adapted to the defign they were at prefent
upon. :

- The play-houfe, a3 I'have already faid,
- fuapply’d them with performers better than
they could even have hoped for in that
lace ; ~—a flaxen hair’d boy, with fpark-
Jing eyes, — cheeks which- imitated the
i.new blown rofe, -and-an admirable voiee,
was: chofe to reprefent the Gop OF soFT
" 'DESIRES. «— A man of a moft graceful af- .
-peét, -and who had great fkill in mufick,
was ta appear in the chara@er of Ho-
NOUR. — A very beautiful young -woman,
" and who alfo fung-well, was toafflme the
~mame of PLeasurey and feemed, by her
looks and manner, to be capable of gi-
ziorrlg a very juft idea of the character fhe
. Cs - ’ ’
. K 4 Thefo
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Thefe people, properly habited and
equipp’d for the feveral - parts they were to
a¢t, and attended by muficians with va-
ricus kinds of inftruments, were all pla-
ced in a clofe arbour, at the fartherend of
the garden belonging to the houfe where
the ladies lodged ;' the miftrefs of which
lerd Huntley had acquainted with the de-
fign of furprifing the ladies with a morn-
ing’s entertainment, and conduéted them
in through a back door with fecrecy, ac-
cording to the direCtions given her by his

_lordfhip. : )

Every thing being thus prepared, a
fcrvant was difpatch’d to the ladies, with
the compliments of lord Huntley, mr.
J.ovegrove, and fir Robert Manley; and
entreating permiffion to wait on them, -
which being granted, they all immediate-
ly went ; — the latter of thefe gentlethen - -
having, perhaps, as ftrong an attachment
"to be of the party as either of the formey.

. Scarce were the firft falutations over,
when the concert began, with an owver- -
.wire of wind and ftring inftruments, ac-
companied with an harpficord ;. — the
ladies ftarted ; — ¢ Blefs me! cry’d one;
¢ — What’s this? — mufick, — cry’d
¢« another, — and fo near us, — where
¢ can it come from 2 ~ ¢ The
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. ¢ The founds, faid mr. Lovegrove,
¢ feem to me to proceed-from behind ‘the
& houfe.— Certainly ’tis {0, rejoin’d lord
¢ Huntley,—I fancy, ladies, you will hear
¢ it more diftinétly "in the next room.” In
fpeaking thefe words, without ftaying for

-rmiffion to do fo, 'he threw open the
Folding doors- and they all ran in.

But how prodigioufly were the fair
audience furprifed, when, on drawing up
the windows, they faw the garden planted
on each fide with mufieians, who all, at
fight of them bow’d with the moft pro-
found reverence almoft to the earthy in
token that it was to them their prefent la-
bours were devoted. -

< What can this mean? faid lady
Speck. —Here are thofe coming, re-
¢« ply’d mr. Lovegrove, who I believe will
¢ explain the myftery.’ There was time for
no more on either fide: Honour rufh’d

© " forth from his leafy covert, condutting

little Cueip by the hand, and both ad- -
vanced together- to the middle of the-
alley ; -where, after making their obeifance
to the windows, they began a duet, ex-
prefling the advantages each of them re-
eeived by~ the -fellowfhip of the other.
Lovwe confefs’d that his ‘Darts cartied
I K; gall
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gall inftead of honey into the heart they
reach’d, when not under the dire&ion of

Honour ;—and Honour acknowledged, '

:he never appear’d fo truly amiable as
when accompanied. by Love.

“They had no fooner ceafed than PLea-

SURE camg tripping out, and told them, in
a cantato, whenever they two were united,
fhe muft neceffarily follow with all the
fweets of nature.—~They made her futable
anfwers in recitativo.—After which the
whole was concluded with a grand cho-
rus. '

* “This entertainment had .all ‘the effe®

.that could be wifh’d for by the contrivers
of it;— Jenny was charmed with the
elegance of the defign, — mifs. Wingman
‘witli the words, and lady Speck with the
‘mufick.—In fine, they all feem’d to
vye with each other in giving the-greateft
“praifes to it. oo

~ While théy were thus exprefling their
fatisfaltion,” the  gentlemen put their
-heads out of the window, and tord-Hunt-
ley, in the name of the reft, faid to the
aAf{ors : = ¢ We fhall fee aKou this evening
<.at the theatre, and make our acknow-
_¢ ledgements for the trouble we have
~ ¢ given you ; in the mean tim¢ you may
| ot camy

. ettt et el el . . e . _
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¢ carry with you the glory of knowing,
¢ yoyr performance has been approv’d of -
¢ by the fineft ladies in. the world.’

On this the- players,. after makinga low
. bow to the company, retired, and were
conducted out of the garden by the gen-
tlewoman of the houfe, through the fame:
gate by which. they had enter’d,

~ A: piece of gallantry, fo. flattering to:
the vanity of the young and gay, could

not but receive from lady Speck and her

fifter, all- the retributions it demanded

from thems; — and Jenny, though far

from thinking herfelf a party interefted ini
- it, faid a thoufand: fine things in it .-

praif..

Charm’d as the lovers were' with the:

ious acceptance their miftreffes vouch~-
afed to what they had’ done, their polite~

- nefs reminded them,. that they had alrea.-

dy tranfgrefs’d the ufual boundaries of as

. maraing’s vifit ;. therefore they took leave:

tll a. more convenient hour of the day. .

- fhould permit them t¢. return..

Ly

K6 CHAE



204 Tbe HISTORY o

CHAP XIX
Treats of many things, which though

. they may Jeem at prefent lefs affifling
than fome otbers, yet are wvery necef-

Jary for the reader to be acquainted -

with, before we proceed fartber into
the biftory. : -

" X7 OUTH, beauty, and wit, have de-
. & fervingly a very powerful influence
over the human heart; and every day,
experience obliges us to own, that wealth,
without the aid of any of thefe, is of itfelf
fufficient to captivate; — it fupplies all
gther defe@s ; — it fmooths the wrinkles of

fourfcore ; — it fhapes deformity into.

comelinefs, and gives graces toidiotifm

itfelf; as it is faid by the inimitable

Shakefpear : o
- Gold ! yellow, glittering, precious gold!
Gold 1 that will make black, white; foul,
fair; wrong, rfight; " * "7 - 77
Bafe, noble; ald, young s cowards, va-
liant !
But when the gifts of nature are join’d
withiciole/of fortune, hew ftrong is the
\ : attraction

\

»
-—ada
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" attration 1 — how irrefiftible is the force

of fuch united charms! according to the
words of the humorous poet ¢

Hence ’tis, no lover has the power
T* enforce a defperate amour,

As he that has two ftrings to’s bow,
And burns for love and money too.

- 'We ought not therefore, methinks, to

ge with too much feverity on the vani-
ty of a fine lady ; who fecing herfelf per-

tually furrounded with a crowd of
overs, each endeavouring to excel all his’
rivals in the moft extravagant demonttra- -
tions of affetion, ¢an hardly beli¢ve the
deferves not fome part, at leaft, of the ad.
miration fhe receives.

But what pretence foever we may make

to excnfe the weaknefs of exulting in a
multiplicity of lovers, itis ftill a weaknefs
which all imaginable care ought to be

- taken to fubdue; as it may ‘draw on the

' moft fatal confequenees both on the ad-
miirers and admired : — What duels have

been fought! — What torrents of blood .

_ have been fhed in the mad-brain’d fury of
! . jealous rivalthip! — And how often have
we feen the idol fair herfelf, who lately
triumph’d in the pains the gavé, neglect-

. ", - i . - [ - v “l
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ed in her turn, — deferted and aban-~

don’d to the laft defpair!

But this is only for fuch whom it may:

concern ; the ladies I am at prefent fpeak-
ing of were of a different ftamp; Iady
Speck had fomething of a pretty particu-
lar nature, both in her humour and cha-
ralter, as the reader will hereafter be in-
formed; in the mean time muft content:
himfelf with a fmall fketch of both.

She liked a freedom of converfation:

with the men, but then fhe liked that -

converfation fhould be general; fhe took.
neither pride nor pleafure in the particular
devoirs of thofe who profefs’d themfelves:
_herlovers; and theencouragement fhe gave
to.the addreffes - of mr. Lovegrove and o-
thers, was not the effeCt of any coquetry in.
her difpofition, but was occafion’d merely-
by her policy,, as the thought fuch a be-
haviour would be the beft means to con--
ceal a fecret inclination fhe had entertain’d:
in favour of one; which inclination ma-
ny reafons forbid ‘her to make known, or
even to be guefs’d at.

' Mifs Wingman was of a humour fo -

very volatile, - that it was quite out of her
power to think ferioufly for a mioute tor
gether on any one thing whatever, and

love
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love the leaft of all took up her attention ;

‘—always pleafed, — always happy, the
neither. plumed herfelf 6n the new con-
quefts fhe acquired, nor regretted the lofs
of thofe flaves, who, weary of their bon-
dange, fhook off her chains. '

As for the heroine of this hiftory, her
early engagement with Jemmy was fo
well known, -that it had hitherto defend-
ed her from all atracks, cither to put her
conftancy to the trial, or fhew the world
in what manner fhe would behave amidft
a plurality of lovers. :

. But now the time was come in which
this young lady was to give moft fubftan-
tial proofs, not only of her affetion and
fidelity to the man whom fhe looked up-
on ordained to be her future husband, but
alfo of her gererofity and gratitude to
thofe to whofe paffionfhe had it not cithex
in her power or inclination to make an
‘adequate return.

As all the arts of love and wit were put
in practice by lord Huntley and mr. Love-
grove, in the court they made to their
refpe@ive miftrefles, fir Robert Manley
thought it would ill become a man of his

“years and character to let a fine lady fit,
regleted by, efpecially one who appea:’g
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fo defervin§ as Jenny did, ofall that |
could be faid in her praife. .

But though the comipliments -he en- |
tertain’d her with had at firft no other |
foundation than mere gallantry, yet the |
manner in which fhe received them,.and
the anfwers fhe gave, were fuch as would
have rendered it impoffible for him to
have withftood the charms of her tongue,
even had he been unfufceptible to thofe of

her eyes.

In fine, none of the perfectians fhe was
endowed with were loft upon him ; he
foon found the full effects of a paffion he
had been only fporting with, and might
fay with Cowley,

" Unhurt, untouch’d, did I complain,

- And terrify’d all others with my pain-;
But now I feel the mighty evi, j
Ah there’s no fooling with the devil :
In things where fancy much does reign
*Tis dangerous too cunningly to feign; .

" The play at laft a truth does grow,
And cuftom into nature go. - - -

Love, tho’ it may be counterfeited for
as not to be, without great penetration, -
difco¥er’d to be'falfe, cannot, whereverit -
is fincere, be whelly- conceal’d ; fir Ro-

: - - bert’s
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bert’s two friends perceived the change
in him before he was quite affur'd of it
“in himfelf : — they were a little pleafant
with him on the occafion 5 but at the fame
time acknowledged, that the beauty and
merit of mifs %enny Jeflamy demanded
" all the refpe¢t that could be paid to het.

- Sir Robert on this readily confefs'd,
that he’had never feen a young lady whofe
: })crfon a}.nd &accompliﬁxments‘ ave 3 more
-fair profpect of making compleatly happy
the man_who fhould poffefs her ; ¢ But,

"~

an engagement fhe is under, and ‘I
fhould be forry to appear either unjuft
in attempting to invade the property
of another, or-fo weak ‘as to'give up
my heart entirely without a poffibility
of having it well receiv’d.’

. e e n &

I.ord Huntley and mr. Lovegrove were
neither of them ignorant of what he meant;

- but the. former having heard, in cafual
converfation, fome of thofe whifpers which

. the artifices of Bellpine had circulated
-through almoft all companies, cried ha«
- ftily out, ¢ If a match betwesn mifs Jenny
-« and a young heir of her own name, be
¢ ‘the fole impediment to your making
I your. addrefies to her, I believe I ay .
¢ venture to affure you, from very. gopd

B ¢ hands,

faid he,d have been told fomewhat of -
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¢ hands, that it is quité broke off'; -and
¢ that for-fome time they have neither re-
¢ garded nor treated each other with any
¢ thing more than a bare civility.” -

¢ Your lordthip’s intelligence, faid mr.
¢ Lovegrove, fecems to-me agreeable to
¢ reafon on the nature of the thing ; the
¢ marriage was agreed upon by their pa-
¢ rents before the young people were ca-
¢ pable of judging for themfelves, and as |
¢ now they are arrived at years of matu-
¢ rity, I fee no caufe, except a difinclina-
¢ tion on the one fide or the other fer
¢ delaying the confummationa of what was

¢ fo long ago projected.’ ‘

People eafily believe what they wifh,
and indeed there was fo much appearance
of reafon in the inference mr. Lovegrove
had drawn, that it is not to be wonder’d
at that the young baropet readily gave
into if. S

But he wis fiill better fatisfed, when,
after having declared how happy he fhould
think himfelf in an .affurance of Jen-
ny’s heart being difengaged, mr. Love- -
grove told him, that fince he found he
was o -ferious ‘in -the affair, h¢ would
fpéak to lady Speck, and endeavour to
come at the certainty. Al '
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¢ And I, cried lord Huntley, will
found. mifs Wingman on the occafion ;
I believe fhe will make no fcrupls to in-
form what fhe knows of it ; and as fhe
¢ is nearer to her own years than her fif-
¢ ter may be fuppofed to be, yet deeper
¢ in her fecrets and confidants.’

It would be fuperfluous to repeat the
many retributions fir Robert made to the
gentlemen on the friendly part they took
in his interefty fo I fhall only fay, they
were fuch as becams= the mouth of 2 man
ﬂ much in love, and who fcorn’d to

e ufe of any difhonourable or un%cl:;
nerous means for the attainment of hi

wifhes. : ,

CHAP.. XX..

Is taken up with a converfation of wvery
great importance, .

NEITHER lady Speck nor her fifter
L% were ignorant of thofe reports which
‘had been fo malicioufly fpread, concerning
a change in the fentiments of Jemmy ;—
they had heardit averr’d by feveral of
their acquaintances, as a thing paft all
difpute, -
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difpute ; but as their fair friend had never -
made them the confidants of her imagj-
nary misfortune, they thought it too tender
and delicate a point to be touch’d upon in
her prefence, and had always carefully
avoizrcd giving her the leaft hint that
they had been told of fuch a thing.

It was owing however merely to the
.efteem and friendfhip they had towards
her, that had induced them to perfuade
her to accompany them to Bath, believing
that the pleafures of that place might keep
her from refenting too deeply an indigm-
.ty which few women are able to fupport
with patience. ' '

Regarding her in the affettionaté” man-
ner they did, it could not but afford them
a good deal of fatisfaction to be-inform’d
by lord Huntley and- mr. Lovegrove of
the new conqueft the had made ;-judging,
as they reafonably might, that the offer
of a heart, fuch as that of fir Robert
Manley, would fully compenfate for the
lofs they fuppofed fhe had fuftain’d by the
infidelity of Jemmy.

Both thefe ladies affured not only their
‘lovers, but fir Robert himfelf, of the part
they took in his intereft, and that they
would lay hold of the firft opportunity to

. ' : fpeak

N
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fpeak to Jenny on the affair, in fuch terms

~ as fhould feem to them moft effectual to.
. convince her that fhe ought not to flight

a propofal which could not but prove for
her honour and advantage to accept. |

They were punctual to their promife s,
the next mornirg, as they were fitting all,
together at breakfaft, lady Speck intro-.
duced what fhe intended to infinuate, by,

- making fome obfervations on the temper,

and behaviour of mankind in general ; till
by degrees fhe fell infenfibly, as it were,
and without feeming to have any defign,.
into very great commendations of fir Ro-,
bert Manley; faying, that fhe thought,
that he had more virtue and fewer faults,,
than moft men of her acquaintance ; and.
then afk’d Jenny what .was her opi-
nion of him, o

¢ Really; madam, replyed fhe, I pre-
s tend to very ligtle judgment of mankind,
¢ efpecially in thofe I have knewn fo
¢ fhort a time; but by what I have feen
¢ of fir Robert, he appears to me to have.
¢ honour and good {enfe, and alfo.to be
¢ well natur’d’ .

¢ You have named, faid lady Speck,

¢ the three grand requifites for making a
¢ good hufband ; and I hepe that the ob-
¢ ject
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¢ je& of his affe@ions will foon be con-
¢ vinced that he is poffefs’d of them, as
¢ well as with an infinity of love.

< Is fir Robert then about marrying,
¢ demanded Jenny. — <1 cannot fay abfo-
¢ lutely about it, return’d lady Speck;
¢ for I am pretty certain he has not yet
¢ affumed courage enough to make any
¢ declaration of his paffion; all I know
¢ is, that he is meft violently in love.’

¢ He is undoubtedly a yery fine Gen-
¢ tleman, faid Jenny, and if his paffion
¢ be fincere and honourable he fhall have
¢ my good withes for his fuccefs. As to
¢ his fuccefs, refum’d her ladyfhip, it
¢ it depends_entirely on yourfelf ; —for
¢ I affure you, it is with you heis in
¢ love.’

¢« With me! madam,” cry’d ~Jenny,
very much aftonifth’d, and {fetting - down
her difh of tea ;—¢ What doés yourlady- .
¢ thip mean ? — ¢ I mean as I have faid, -
« replied the other ; — but if you have a
¢ mind the intelligence thould be repeat-
'« ed, I will oblige you fo far. as to affure
¢ you, that it is with your individual felf
¢ fir Robert Manley is in love.’ "

‘1
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v~ <1 perceive, faid Jenny, ' your lady-
'.¢ fhip is pleafed to divert yourfelf this
¢ morning at my expence. — No, I pro-
¢ teft, return’d lady Speck, 1 was ne-
' ¢ ver more in earneft in my whole life.
| .¢ —Indeed, rejoin’d mifs Wingman, I
. ¢ can vouch for my fifter’s fincerity in
" ¢ this point ; — fir Robert has made mr.
¢ Lovegrove and lord Huntley the con-
¢ fidants of his paffion ; and I believe you
¢ will very foon hear it from his own
-~ ¢ mouth.’ .

¢ I-hope not, anfwer'd Jenny, in a-
very referved tone ; — for if fir Robert
has in reality any fuch inclinations to-
wards me as you mention, he fhould
at leaft, methinks, have the prudenceto -
keep them to himfelf, as he cannot but
- know my hand has long fince been
{ deftined to another.’ ’

PREP P S S )

’

¢ Say rather, cry’d lady Spcck,‘f;?q-f o

power of parents to make their chil- - -
drens fate j — they often decre€- for -us»
what we do not think fit to’ comply
with even while they live, to awe us
into obedience by their frowns; but._
when they are dead, and we are left to+ -
¢ the management of ourfelves, we chil-.
o ¢ dren

N & A & & &N

tended to be given ; for.it is not in the,": -
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¢ dren pay not much regard to the injunéi-
* ons of thofe who are no longer ina con-
¢ dition. to thwart our inclinations.’

¢ That may be the cafe fometimes ma-
¢ dam, faid Jenny; but I fhould be
¢ forry to be among the number of thofe
¢ who verify it; our parents have not on-
¢ ly an undoubted right to difpofe of us,
¢ but alfo are much better judges of what
¢ will make our happinefs ‘than ourfelves
¢ can pretend to be.’

¢ All this is very true, cry’d mifs Wing-
man very brifkly, but how much foever

¢ thofe who would pafsforthe difcreet part o

¢ of our fex may picque themfelves ‘upon
¢ their implicit obedience in this point,
¢ I believe the men will not be found al-
¢ together fo fanguine in the performance
¢ of their duty.’

¢ No, no, reply’d lady Speck, incli-
¢ nation does all on their part ; — it is not
 virtue, — it is not wit,— it is not beau-
¢‘ty,—it is not-all the perfections that
¢ Heaven and nature can beftow, — but
¢ Fancy, — partial Fancy, by which the
¢ heart of man is influenced ; and that
¢ woman who perfeveres in her affection

¢ for a lover, who either never did, or

¢ having once- done fo, ceafes to regard
1

¢ her
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her as he oughr, difcovers a meannefs
of fpirit which muft render her con-
temptible, both in his eyes and thofe
of all her acquaintance.’

An o *

Jenny, whofe penetration few things
efcaped, prefently comprehended that
this difcourfe was aim’d to raife fonie
fufpicions in her mind concerning the
conftancy of Jemmy; and looking on
fuch an attempt as highly injurious both
to herfelf and him, anfwer’d with fome-
what of what the French call a fierty

in her voice and countenance, in thefe
terms: s

¢ The more ridiculous it appears, faid
fhe, the more reafon has mr. Jeflamy
and myfelf to thank Heaven for di-
reéting the care of our indulging fa-
-thers to caft our lot where there is no
danger of fuch a misfortune -happening
to ncither of us”

S A& A~

Lady Speck and mifs Wingman look-
ed on each other with fome amazement
while Jenny was fpeaking, as not well
knowing what to think ; but after a paufe
of fome minutes, ¢ Some people, faid
¢ lady Speck, a little fcorntully, take a
¢ pride in being blind to what half the
¢ town has long fince feen -and laugh’d

Vou. L L ¢at;
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¢ at.” Here fhe ftoped, and mifs Wing-
man, who was the more fpiritous of the
two, and a good deal nettled at the tart
manner in which Jenny had fpoke, cry’d
out, ¢ Dear fifter, I beg you will fhew
¢ mifs Jeflamy the letter your ladyfhip re-
ceived fince our coming down to Bath ;
it is the duty of her triends to force
open her eyes, as fhe feems obftinate to
thut daylight out.’

L T U )

¢ It is a thing I have been very loth
to mention, refum’d lady Speck, and
now do it with an extreme reluétance;
but fince there is no other way to con-
vince you that the world is not fo ig-
norant as you imagine, of the incon-
ftancy and perfidioufnefs of mr. Jef-
¢« famy, read that, —and ceafe for the
¢ future to offer any thing in the vin-
« dication of fo unworthy a man.’

o & & & n a

In fpeaking thefe words fhe took a let-
ter out of her pocket and put itinto
Jenny’s hand, which that young lady
opening, with an agitation of {pirits very
unufual with her, found it contain’d as
follows,

To

|
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To the Honourable Lady Sezck,
at Bath,
Mapam,

“ S I know very well that minds.
« truly benignant and humane, like
¢ your ladyfhip’s, take a pleafure in-
‘“ every opportunity of doing good, I

“ fhall make no apology for the trouble

‘ of this anonymous epiftle ; efpecially as

‘“ it is wrote with a view of ferving a

“ young lady, who fo well deferves

‘ and pofiefles fo much of your lady-

“ fhip’s kind withes as mifs Jeflamy.”

*“ But not to keep your ladyfhip in
¢ fufpence, permit me to acquaint you,
“ that mr. Jeflamy, who for fome time
‘¢ has made his private addrefles to mifs
¢ Chit, has now taken the opportunity
“ of your fair friend’s abfence to avow
¢ publickly his paffion for that young
* perfon. Some people will have it,
¢ that every thing is already fo far con-
“ cluded upon between them that a
* marriage will very fhortly be con-
 faommated ; but this I will not pretend
¢ to affirm : it i$ certain, however, that
¢ he loves her ; and that a little fkill in
‘ mufic, out-ballances, in his giddy
* fancy, all the real merits of the beau-
* tiful and accomplifhed mifs Jeffamy.”
* L 2 [13 I
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¢ I know not whether the is as yet ap-
priz’d of his infidelity, or has even any
fufpicions of it ; but the lefs fhe is fo the
more will it fhock her tender nature
to find, at her return, that he is mar-
ried, or about being married to ano-
ther. — How could her gentle heart
fupport the fudden difappointment?
— How bear the double pangs of the
indignity offer’d to her love and beau-
ty ? —Fatal, alas, might be the confe-
quences of fuch a ftroke, if net
previoufly prepar’d and arm’d againft
it !t

© ¢ It depends greatly on your lady/hip:

At
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to fhield that injured innocence from
being too deeply affeted with her.
misfortune; and as her cafe muft touch
every ane who has a foul capable of

focial commiferation, I take the liberty, -

with all fubmiffion, to entreat you,
madam, to give her fuch warnings of
her fate as may render the certainty,
whenever it fhall arrive, lefs heavy ta

be borne; — if once thoroughly per-

fuaded there is a probability of hig
being falfe, it will at leaft take off the
alarming furprife of finding he is fo;

and the more early fhe is brought.to

fufpect his bafenefs, * the more ‘oppor~
T ' £ tunity

-
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¢z tunity the will have to exert the good
<< fenfe fhe is miftrefs of, in defpifing in-
¢< ftead of lamenting it.”’

-« The manner in which this is moft
<< proper to be done will beft be de- -
<< termined by your ladyfhip’s fuperior
<< judgment: [ only beg that the above

- ¢ hints may be received, in an affurance .
<¢ that they proceed from a heart truly
s< devoted to honour and virtue, and en-
«< tirely free from all views but fuch ag
<¢ may be conducive to promote the
s¢ caufe of thofe noble principles.”

L,

Iam, . :
With a profound refpect,
Madam,
Your ladythip’s
Moﬁ humble,
Mot faithful

And obedient fervant.

P. S.- ¢ Your ladyfhip will pardon
¢¢ the concealment of my name for the
¢ prefent, as an advice of this nature
¢ might probably fubje&t the perfon who
¢ gives it to many great inconvenien-
¢ cies, if known before the affair to

' Ljs. : ¢ which
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¢ which it relates is abfolutely conclu-
¢t ded and paft beyond ajl poffibility of
s denial.”

Scarce had Jenny patience to go
“through with this invidious fcroll; —
¢ Good God,’ cry’d fhe, to lady Speck ;
¢ — who is it can have the bafenefs to
s affert fuch monftrous untruths, or the
¢ prefumption to attempt making your
¢ ladythip’s good nature the dupe of a
¢ defign g) villanous, and withal fo mean?”

Then immediately recollecting what
had juft now been told her concerning
the paffion fir Robert Manley had enter-
tain’d for her, fhe hefitated not a mo-
ment to accufe him of having taken- this
method to alienate her affeCtions from
Jemmy ; and looking on the contrivance
with that contempt and indignation it
really deferved, began to reproach in
terms the moft bitter that could iffue
from a mouth fo little accuftom’d to in-
vectives.

The two ladies feem’d quite aftonifh’d
at her behaviour, and both join’d to en-
deavour to convince her of the injuftice
to fir Robers, who they belicved lad too
much honour to attempt the -gaining of
his peint by a way fo_abject and fo un-

worthy

|
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worthy of his charafter; and to clear his

innocence, affured her .that they had -

heard an account of Jemmy’s infidelity
from many hands before they.had left

Y .ondon; or that fir Robert had ever

feen her face.

All they could fay, however, was infufe
ficient to make Jenny recede from her
opinion; the difpute grew pretty warm,
and would probably have run to greater
lengths, if it had not been feafonably in-
terrupted by fome company coming to
vifit them.

CHAP XXIL

Gives an account of fome paffages,
which, added to the former, affords

' our beroine much matter of difcon-
dent,

ENNY had been fo much difcom-
pofed and ruffled at the difcourfe of
the ladies, and the letter fhewn to her
by them, that neithér her natural
fprightlinefs and gayety, nor all the ef-
orts her reafon made, were fufficient to
L4 © re-fettle
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re-fettle in her mind tha: happy ferenity
fhe enjoy’d before.

She had not the leaft tincture of jea-
foufy in her compofition; fhe had al-
ways depended on the fincerity of Jem-
my, and -as yet was far from believing
that he could be falfe; but it vexed her
to be told that others thought him fo;
that he pafs’d in the eyes of the world for
an inconftant and ungrateful man ; and
what was ftill mere infuppertable, that
herfelf was look’d upon as a flighted
and forfaken miftrefs.

- Pity is fo near a-kin to éonte,mpt, that 4 |

few women of fpirit can bear it; even-
thofe who have the leaft fhare of vanity,
I believe, would rather chufe to be envy’d
and hated for having too much the power
of pleafing, than commiferated for their -
want of it.

The affection fhe had for Jemmy was
not of that fond and foolifh nature as
to make. her wilh to be for ever in his
fight; fhe had been abfedt from him
more weeks than fhe had naw been days,
without the leaft repining or inquietude;
but on the hearing of this ftory fhe
could not keep herfelf from being excef-

‘ fively

i
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fively impatient for his coming down to
Bath ; —not that fhe defir'd his pre-
fence to clear any doubts of her own,
but that his behaviour might convince

the company fhe was with of their mi-
ftake as to his fidelity.

The promife he had made of follow-
ing her when fhe left London, and which
had fince been ‘confirmed by two.fe-
veral letters the had received from him,
made her expet his arrival would be ve-
ry foon, and fhe was pleafing herfelf with
the thoughts how that event would'make
Iady Speck and mifs Wingman afthamed
of having too rafhly given credit to a
calumny, which fhe doubted not but
they would then fee had not the leaft
foundation.. o

But this was a fatisfattion which va- .
nifh’d in a very fhort fpace of time;
a few hours’ made her know that fhe
muft wait much- longer ‘than fhe had
imagined for the completion of what
at prefent her pride made her fo ardent-
-ly defire; - S

The evening of that very fame day,
whofe morning had' occafion’d in ‘her
breaft thefe varfous -perturbations, pre-
fented her with fomething which was far

Lj . from.
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- from lulling them to reft.—Juft as fhe
was going to the affembly-room with the
ladies and fome other company, the poft
brought her a letter, the contents wheres
cf were thefe: '

To Mifs JEss amvy, at Bath,
Dear Jenny,

< I Am in fo ill a humour, that I be-
¢ & lieve it would be utterly out of my
¢¢ power to write to any one perfon in
 the world except yourfelf; and yet it
¢ is almoft entirely on your account

% that I am thus difconcerted. ‘This -

¢ you ‘may think a paradox, but I fhall
¢t foon explain the riddle.”

o~

“¢ For three whole days fucceflively I
¢« have been every hour expecting the ar-
« rival of my fteward; but laft night,
« inftead of himfelf I received a letter

-

¢« from him, acquainting me that ha- -

¢ ving beenobliged to make a feifure on
« one of my tenant’s effelts, that af-.
¢« fair would of neceffity detain him at
« leaft feven or eight days longer.”

¢« Tudge how feverely this accident has

< mortify’d me, as it deprives me fo
 much longer than I hop’d of the plea-
‘ “ fures

4
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*¢ fures of the Bath, and what is infinite-
¢¢ ly more valuable to me, the fight of
¢ my dear Jenny ; — confole me as of-
¢ ten you can with your letters ; — it is
¢ in them alone I can take any true fa-
<« tisfalion during this enforced abfenca
¢« — Farewel ; — I flatter myfelf there
& js no need of frefh affurances to con~
¢¢ vince you that I am,

With the warmeft affetion,.
My dear Jenny’s
Moft deveted and
 Obedient fervant,
' J. Jessamy. '

P.S. ¢ My friend Bellpine, who is.
« now with me, defires you will accept
¢ his complimer_lts and beft wifhes ;—
¢« we are juft going together to hear a
¢ fine piece of mufic, if my chagrin
< does not turn the notes into difcord.
¢¢ — Once more for this time,— my deag
¢ Jenny, — adieu.” =

" Jenny withdrew to a window to take

jult a curfory view of this epiftle; for
being waited for by the company fhe
could not, without a breach of civility,
give herfelf time to examine it with that
: Lé6 ftrictnefs
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ftrictnefs the prefent fituation of her mind
inclined her to do. She was, however,
fufficiently miftrefs of the fenfe of it to
perceive I‘Ke muft not expect to fee him
at Bath fo foon as fhe wifh’d; and this
delay, as my fair readers will eafily be-
lieve, gave no fmall mortification both
to her pride and love. :

The aflembly was more than ordinarily
brilliant that night; but not all the di-
verfions and gallantries of the place could
diffipate the gloom that hung heavy on
her fpirits, and as fhe was an il dif |
fembler, was but two vifible in her coun-
tepance.

- It 'was not that in the flight perufal

the had been able to give Jemmy’s let- :
ter fhe had found any thing to confirm i
the informations of lady Speck and mifs
‘Wingman, but the dclaﬁoof his com-
ing, at a time when fhe thought his pre- -
fence fo neceffary to clear both his-own :
and her reputation, that alone gave her

w. thefe inquictudes ; and the difappoint-

. ment was mofre grievous, as it was the
fhe as yet bad ever met with,

Not all her efforts could enable her tq
tehave with her accuftomed vivacity that
pight ; = fhe bore very little part in the

: ' converfation ;,

T L f o Sam—
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canverfation ; — was wholly unattentive

to the mufic, as well as the fine things
~ faid to her; and whenever fhe fpoke, it
was in fuch a manner as made it eafy to
perceive the would rather have chofe to
have remain’d filent.

Confcious of this defe&, ‘and finding
herfelf altogether unfit for company,  the

pretended a violent head-ach, and retir’d '

fome hours before the ufual time.

On her coming home fhe fhut herfelf
up in her own apartment, and gave
ftri&t orders to her maid that no one
fhould difturb her; then fell to examin-
ing, with the utmoft exaétnefs, every fen-
tence of the letter which had created in
her fo much uneafinefs ; — fhe compared
it with the others the had received from
him fince her arrival at Bath, and found
it nothing different either in the ftile or
manner; —till coming to the poftfcript,
the mention he made of going to hear-a
fine piece of mufic, the {fuddenly cry’d
out, — ¢ That mufick perhaps may be
¢ perform’d by mifs Chit; a ftory, fich
< as I have been told, could not certainly
- & be raifed without fome little truth for

¢ its foundation.” )

Bue

)
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Bat this fit of jealoufy lafted fcarce
moment, * How unjuft and foolith am It
¢ faid the : I know he loves mufic, but
¢ what then ? if being miftrefs of that
- ¢ accomplifhment had given mifs Chit,
¢ or any other woman, the preference to
¢ me in his efteem, he would have been
¢ entirely filent on the pleafure he was
¢ going to take ; the guilty always care-
. Eﬂly avoid fpeaking on the theme
¢ which calls their crime in queftion.”

In this favourable difpofition fhe might
perhaps have continued, if a thoufand in-
ftances of the deceit and perfidy of men
in the affairs of love, which fhe had
either heard or read of, had not.imme-
diately prefented themfelves to her re-
membrance, and reminded her that the
ought not to be too fecure; that the
paflion of love, like- the wind, blew
where it lifted, and that, as the poet fays :

" Man is but man, inconftant ftill and
various,
There’s no to-morrow in him like to-
day’s .
' Pethps the atoms rolling in his brain
Make him think honeftly this prefent
hour: . - '
The
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The hext a fwarm of " bafe ungrateful
thoughts ' '

May mount’ aloft,

‘Who would truft chance, fince all men
“have the feeds

Of good or ill, which would work
upwards firft. ’

Yet for all this could fhe not bring
herfelf to believe him abfolutely falfe ; if
one moment accufed him in her thoughts,
the next acquitted him ; but what gave
her the greateft perplexity of all was, the
difficulty fhe found in guefling by whom
or to what end this afperfion Kad firft
been raifed, and how ‘it came to be fo
fpread. S '

She ‘thought that neither Jemmy nor
herfelf had done ony thing to incur the °
malice of the world, fo far as that even
. any one perfon fhould be defirous of
rendering them unhappy; ¢ It cannot
¢ therefore be, cried fhe, but that fome
¢ vile felf-interefted view muft be the
¢ fource of all this; no body fure would
¢ be at the wicked pains to feparatetwo
¢ perfons whofe hearts from their infancy
¢ have beed united by the ftricteft bonds
¢ of love and friendfhip, merely for the
¢ fake of mifchief 5 no, it is utterly im-

o ' " ¢ poffible
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¢ poffible that human nature can be fo
¢ depraved.’

This reflettion leading her ftill farther
on, fhe began to argue within her mind
for what end a contrivance to part her
and Jemmy could be form’d, and found
none fo conformable to probability, as
that the author of it aimed to be in the
place cithzr of the one or the other.

As for her own part, the engagements
between her and Jemmy were fo well
known that no man had ever made his
ferious addreflcs to her, and if fir Robers
Manley. had now any fuch intentions,
the charaler of that gentleman ‘would
not permit her to believe he could be
capable of makirg ufe of bafe means
far the forwarding his withes 3 befides,
lady Speck and ‘mifs Wingman had

1

?

affured her, in the moft {olemn manner, .

that they had heard the report before
their coming down to Bath, or that he
had ever feen her. :

It refted therefore, that it -muft be on
the account of Jemmy that all this had
happen’d ; fhe knew. very well that he
convers’d freely with' the ladigs, he had
never made a fecret tb her of “his doii

"fo, and it feem’d not in the leaft impro-
A bable,,
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bable, that fome one among them might’
like him but too well, ¢ Perhaps, faid
¢ the, mifs Chit herfelf miftaking for
“ love what he meant only as gallantry,
¢ might have the vanity to boaft of ha-
¢ ving infpired him with a real paffion.*

¢ The f{malleft hint, continued fhe,
‘that fuch a thing is, — or poflibly
¢ may be, pafies with many people for
¢ an undoubted fact. — And who knows
¢ but the whifper of Jemmy’s imaginary
¢ infidelity . may have been carried from -
~ ¢ one to another till it reach’d the ears
¢ of fome perfon, who more compaffio-
¢ nate than wife, wrote to lady Speck in

¢ the manner I have feen.’

Thus did fhe endeavour to dive into
the bottom of this myfterious affair, af-
figning for it every caufe that reafon or
her fertile imagination could fuggeft ; —
yet wavering ftill, and uncertain on
which of them fhe fhould fix, her mind
at length grew quite fatigued with the
‘unavailing fearch; and fhe refolved ta
wait till time fhould bring to light what
all her penetration could not at prefent
enable her to difcover.

In this manner was the f{weeteft and
moft ferene temper in the world difcon-
. certed,
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certed and thrown off its byafs, by the
dark villany of a man whom fhe had not
the leaft fuipicion of.—She went to bed
however, and for ought I ever heard to
the contrary, flept as well as if nothing
had happen’d to perplex her waking
thoughts. ]

CHAP XXIIL

Affords fome very ufeful and exemplary
bints to young perfons of both fexes ;
which if they are not the better and
wifer for, st is wholly owing to
themfelves, and not the fault of the

autbor. )

"T HAT only true compofing draught,
*an unforced natural flumber, fo
effeCtually lull’d the mind of Jenny that -
when fhe arofe the next morning the
anxieties of the preceding day were fcarce
remember’d by her; or if they were, it
was but to wonder at herfelf for having
yielded to their force.

¢ As I think, faid fhe, that I may be

« pretty confident the ftory I was told
¢ yefterday has nothing of reality inbit,
¢ but
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but is a moft vile ' and. notorious falf-
hoad ; how filly was I to give myfelf
any pain concerning either, by whom
or on what motive it wasinvented ?’

L )

¢ There are fome people, faid fhe,
< who feem to be born with a propenfity
¢ to mifchief. I remember that when I
¢ was at the boarding-fchool a thoufand
< little quarrels happen’d between the
¢ girls, which were occafion’d merely by
¢ the lying infinuations' of fome among
¢ us, who took a wicked: pleafure in
¢ giving pain to others,’

¢ Too many in the world, continued
¢ fhe, when arrived at years of matu-
¢ rity, inftead of endeavouring te cor-
¢ ret, take painsto improve “and cul-
¢ givate this cruel difpofition in them-
¢ felves, till even it becomes a {cience ;
¢ and the more vexation' they create to
¢ thofe who are fo unhappy to be of their
¢ acquaintance, the more proofs they

¢ imagine they give of their own inge-

¢ nuity and fertility of invention.’

¢ How ftupid then is it, went fhe flill
¢ an, to give ear to every idle tale? It is
¢ joining with the adverfaries of our

" ¢ peace ; — aiding thofe malicious efforts,

¢ and giving them a triumph overhus,
which.

\
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¢ which otherwife all they could do
¢ would never be able to obtain: we
- ¢ certainly ought not to believe ill of
¢ any one without the teftimony of our
¢ own fenfes to confirm the truth of that
¢ reporty but more.efpecially it behowves
¢ us to reject with the utmoft contempt
¢ whatever has a tendency to create a dif-
¢ agreement berween us and thofe we
¢ love. ' : '

ettt . . i _alm b0

Thus ‘did her good underftanding and
ftrength of reafon enable her to get the
better of all thefe doubts and jealous ap-
ﬂchcnﬁons, into which young perfons of

v fex are for the moft part too liable to
fall. Shepaft a good deal of time in this
fort of vonverfation with herfelf; and
would not, perhaps, have broke it off
fo foon, if fhe had net been interrupted
by lady Speck’s woman, who came into
the chamber to enquire after her health,
and to let her know that the ladies waited
breakfaft for hes. -

She obey’d the fummons immediately,

and appear’d fo very {prightly, that lady .

Speck and her fifter had not the leaft

room to imagine that the diforder fhe f

had complain’d of the night before had

been occafion’d by any thing they had

{aid to her in relation to Jemmy. : X
. A «
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A {fucceffion of vifitants, one after ano-
ther, came in all that whole day, fome of
whom ftay’d to accompany themn to the
long room; but Jenny, who had never
fail’d to anfwer every letter fhe had re-
ceived from Jemmy by the very firft poft,
would not now be more remifs ; and ex-
cufing herfelf for a few minutes retired
to her chamber and wrote to him in the

following manner :

ToJames Jessamy, Efq;
My dear JEMMY, '
st l Am very fenfible that I am quite
“« & wrong to add to the vexation you
¢« exprefs, by giving you any know-
¢ ledge of mine ; — yet it is not in my
¢ power to forbear telling you, that this
¢¢ delay of your journey hither has in-
¢ volved me in difquiets altogether new
“¢ to me;—I know not how it is, that
«¢ I never fo much wifh’d to fee you as 1
4¢ now do.” o :

« I fhould be forry if you neglefted
« any affairs of confequence on my ac-
¢« count; but. be affured however, till
¢ you come, all' the amufements, all
s+ the pleafyres . with - which this place
Lo ' ¢ abounds,
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abounds, and I am continually fur-
rounded with, will lofe their relith
and be infipid to me.”

¢ Such a confeffion would feem ex-
tremely aukward from the pen of a -
woman, were we not upon the terms -
we are, or had we been brought up in
a different manner ; but from my in-
fancy I have been made to think it
was my duty to conceal from you no
part of my fentiments; and you have
often told me, that the fame principles
were inftilled in you: — As1have the
moft perfe€t confidence that you are
no lefs punctual in your obedience to
this injunction than myfelf, I am not
afraid or afhamed of giving you all
the teftimonies of my affection that
honour and virtue will permit; and
more, I am certain, you will never

. defire.”

s« T fhall fay nothing to urge you to
as fpeedy a difpatch as poffible ‘of the
bulinefs that detains you from me;
Iam too well acquainted with your
fincerity to doubt if your heart is not
already here, and fhall therefore en-
deavour to confole myfelf till your
arrival with your letters, as you .tell

. . (2] me
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+ <« me you fhall do with thofe you receive
¢ from me. Iam, '

With an attachment
Which only yourfelf can break,
My dear Jemmy,
Your moft affectionate
~ And ever faithful

"~ J. Jessamy.

P. S. ¢ If I bave exprefs’d too much
¢¢ impatience in the above, excufe it on
¢¢ the accountthat hitherto, unaccuftom’d.
¢ to difappointments, I am the lefs able
¢ to fuftain them with that fortitude and
¢ refignation I ought to do.”

Having finifh’d this little epiftle, and
given orders that it fhould be carried to
the poft-office, fhe return’d to the com-
pany,. who by this time were ready to
adjourn to the affembly ;— the went
with them, and few women there ‘ap-
pear’d to more advantage than herfelf.

Sir Robert Manley, to whom neither
lady Speck nor mifs Wingman had re-
“lated any part of the rebuff they had re-
ccived from Jenny on his fcore, was
__— very
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very impatient to make a declaration of
his paffion to her ; but though he bad
feen her three times that day at home,—
in the walks, — and at the affembly, yet
no opportunity proper for his purpofe had.
prefented itfelf. -

He complain’d of his ill luck to lord
Huntley and mr. Lovegrove, - who, af-
ter confulting with the ladies what could
be done for the advancement of the in-
tereft of their friend in this point, it was
fo contrived amongft them, that fhé
fhould be left alone with him as if by
accident. o

But this could not be done with feo
much art as to elude the difcernment of
Jenny ; fhe eafily perceived with what
intent firft one and then another flipt
‘out of the room, till none but herfelf
and fir Robert were'leftinit. She could
not help {miling within herfelf to think
that all this mighty pains was taken only
to fhew fir Robert that he had nothing to
.hope for from her; and was not at all
difpleafed with having it. in her power
to convince that gentleman, that the af-
fection between herfelf and Jemmy was
~ too ftrongly cemented to be thaken by
the amorous attacks of any pretender
whatfoever,- -~ - -

: Iam
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I am afraid that, on computaﬁon, the

. number of thofe ladies would be found

but fmall, who, in this giddy and un-

. thinking age, are not fond of making new

conquefts ; though render’d, by even the
moft folemn engagements, utterly inca-

' pable of accepting the trophics prefented

them: — Jenny, however, had nothing
of this vanity in her compofition, — fhe
had heard and read much of the effeéts of

" love, and the fatal confequences which had

fometimes attended a difappointed flame ;
and therefore had always confider’d that

. paflion as a thing of too ferious a nature

to be fported with ; and that it was an
attion highly ungenerous and cruel to
encourage the growth of it in any heart,
without having the power or inclination
of making an adequate return.

Sir Robert Manley was a perfon whofe
addreffes might have gratify’d the pride
of any woman, who placed her glory in
feeing herfelf admired : Jenny was fen-
fible of his merit, but the more fhe was
fo, the more fhe thought - herfelf obliged
to prevent him at once from indulging
.any fruitlefs expeétations,

He had no fooner made her an offer of
his heart, and was jult beginning to af-
Vou. L M fure
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“fure her how much, and how eternally
he was devoted to her, than the ftopp’d
the progrefs of his declaration, by afking
him, with a very referved air,— It he were
really in earneft *—To which he anfwering
in the affirmative, and annexing the moft
folemn proteftation of the truth,—¢ Then
¢ fir, faid fhe, 1 am equally forry and
¢ aftonifh’d, that a gentleman of fo much
¢ good fenfe and honour in other things,
¢ thould forget himfelf fo far as to en-
¢ tertain any thoughts of this kind for a
¢ woman, who, he cannot but: have
¢ heard, has from her very birth been
s allotted for another.’ :

The manner in which thefe words were
deliver’d giving a deuble energy to the
* meaning of them, had a prodigious ef-

fect on the perfon to whom they were di-
reCted ; — though a man of great pre-
" fence of mind, — bred in high life, and
perfeétly acquainted with the world, he
could not keep himfelf from being a little
abath’d at receiving fo grave and fo
fevere a reprimand from a Jady of Jen-
ny’s years and inexperience.

But foon recovering himfelf, = ¢ Ma-
¢ dam, faid he,— I beg you will'do me
¢ the juftice to believe, that however
¢ ardent my- paffion is, I would fcorn to

’ : attempt
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< attempt the gratification of it by any -
¢ ways which my honour or my reafon

" ¢ fhould condemn : — that I love you, is

¢ moft true; yet would-I chufe rather
¢ to confume through the force of an in-
< extinguifhable flame, than to make the
¢ leaft encroachment either on your virtue
¢ or your peace.’ :

¢ I do net indeed deny, continued he,

¢ but that I have been told fomewhat
* concerning an agreement made’ for you
¢ in your extreme youth ; but as no cone
¢ fequence has fince happen’d of that -
¢ agreement, I flatter’d myfelf that your
<.heart approv’d not of the choice made
¢ for you, — was at full liberty to ele&
¢ for itfelf, and that no impedithent lay

¢in the way of my ambition, but my

¢ own unworthinefs of obtaining fo in-

¢ eftimable a jewel.’

He concluded thefe words with a deep
figh, and a bow full of the greateft ten-
dernefs -and refpect ; the grateful foul of

* “Jenny was a little touch’d at his be-

haviour, and fhe immediately replied
with an extreme fweetnefs; — ¢ Were
¢ there no other bar than what you laft
¢ mention’d, fir, faid fhe, I believe there
¢ are few women, of any penctration at
¢ leaft, to whom your heart would be an -
o M2 - ¢unacceptable
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< unacceptable prefent; and I thall re-.

¢ joice to fee it beftow’d where equal
¢ worth and unpre-engaged affeCtions
¢ may crown the utmoft of its wifkes. -

¢ Ah, madam! cry’d fir Robert, Why
¢ is this enchanting goodnefs lavifh’d en
¢ a man who cannot thank the bounty?
¢ All my defires, alafs! are cenmter’d in
¢ yourfelf; and to with me happy with
¢ any ether obje®, is but to wifh me
¢ wretched. — But tell me, — tell me,.
¢ purfued he, — Are you in carneft, ab-.
¢ folutely determined to give your hand
¢ to this too fortunate rival ? Isit a thing.
¢ mutually refolved between you ?

. Jenny, knowing very well what he had.
. been inform’d of concerning the fuppofed.
infidelity of Jemmy, was, charm’d with,
his politenefs in imputing the delay of,
their puptials rather to an indifference on
her fide than a diflike on his; and now
more defirous than ever of entirely ftifling.
all fallacious hopes, which in the end
might .prove deftrutive to his peace,
compell’d her modefty ta confefs to him,
that the really loved Jemmy, and that
her inclinations would have prefer’d him
to all the menin the world, even though
they had not been deftined for each other
by their parents, , S -
: ir

-

|
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 Sir Robert could not hear this decla-
ration without pain; but being fully
perfuaded in his mind, by what lord
Huntley, mr. Lovegrove and others had
affured him, that Jemmy but ill repaid
the tendernefs of his fair miftrefs, he -
affumed courage enough to offer a fecond
petition to her confideration,

A ¢ Well madam, faid he, after a little
- ¢ paufe, I will not prefume to call in
¢ queftion the merits of the man whom
$ you are pleafed to favour, I will be-
¢ lieve him as deferving as I am fure
s heis 3 yet if any accident, yet
X unforel}:ggy thould hapy;mn to difunite
¢ you, if any thing, impoffible as it may
¢ feem, ‘fhould render him ungrateful
¢ for the blefling he enjoys, might I not
¢ hope my love, my truth, my perfe-
¢ verance, would in time find fome room
¢ in a corner.of that heart which doubt-
¢ lefs then would have exterminated its

¢ firft ideas.’

This infinuation was far from work-
ing the effet it was intended for; Jenny
was highly effended at it, and turning
from him with fomewhat of a difdain-
ful air; ¢ To demand a promife, faid the,
¢ on fuppofitions without foundation, is

- M3 ¢ fo
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¢ fo chymerical as fcarce deferves an
¢ anfwer; but fir Robert, on this you
¢ may depend, that whenever mr. Jef-
¢ famy fhall prove unworthy of my love,
¢ I fhall, inl’Fead of giving him a fuc-
¢ ceffor in my heart, deteft and avoid all
¢ mankind for ever.’

Sir Robert was now confcious he had
gane too far, and defirous of perferving
her efteem, if he could not gain her
affeGtion, endeavoured all he could to
excufe the rathnefs of his late fuggeftion,
which poffibly he fucceeded in better
than he imagined, as Jepny was fenfible
it was wholly owing to the bafe reports
that had been raifed; fhe would not
however, fcem to forgive too eafily any
reflection caft upon her dear Jemniy,
" but continued in the fame ferious deport-
ment till the return of the company put
an end to all difcourfe between them oA
this fcore. N

v CHAP.
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CHAP XXIL

Relates how, in the compafs of an bours
Fenny met with two furprifing ad-
ventures of very different kinds; and
‘the manner in which fhe bebaved in
themn, with fome other no lefs extra-
ordinary particulars, which the rea-

der will doubtlefs be puzzled to know
the. meaning of.

AF TER what had pafs’d betw.en
~ Jenny and fir Robert, that gentle-
man thought it would be in ,vain to pro--
fecute his fuit ; his friends alfo, to whom .
he imparted the converfation he had
with her, were of the fame opinion ; and
the report of Jemmy’s inconftancy be-
gan now to lofe much of the credit it
had obtain’d among them.

Sir Robert, whofe cfteem for Jenny
was not at all diminifh’d by her late be-
haviour towards him, tho’ it. had made
him endeavour to overcome his paffion.
for her, omitted nothing in his power to
reconcile himfelf to her good graces s
which he at length effettually did, by
giving her the ftrongeft and reiterated
- M 4 " affurances.
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affurances that he would never more
attempt to interrupt that affection, which
he now feem’d to believe mutually exift-
ing between her and mr. Jeflamy.

The fame eafy freedom of 'com"crfa-
tion, which had reign’d among this ami-

able company fince their firft coming -

down to Bath, was now again reftored;
but it lafted not long, accidents on acci-
dents, in which every one had-a fhare,
immediately fell out, and turn’d all into
difcord and confufion. -

Among the croud of guefts who were
every day at the tea-table of lady Speck,
there was a gentleman named Celandine ;
he had but lately return’d from making -
the tour of Europe, and like Clodio in
the plagv,- pretended to be acquainted
with all the intrigues of the feveral
courts he had been in; he was gay, fpi-
ritous, had fome wit, and abundance of
aflurance ; which, with the affe&ation-of
great good humour, made him pafs for
a very agreeable companion, and parti-
cularly entitled him to the favour of the
ladies ; many of whom thought the lofs
of reputation no difgrace when forfeited
on his account. -

He
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He was certainly very much indebtea
to nature for a handfome perfon, and to
education for all thofe modith accom-

- -plithments which with ynthinking peo-

.ple are apt to caft a luftre even to the
. worft qualities of the mind; his example
~was ‘at leaft a proof of this melancholy
truth ; for it would have puzled even
-his beft friends and greateft admirers, if .
:afk’d the queftion, to have found any
. one virtue in him to compenfate for a
- thoufand vices ; he was vain to an ex-
. cefs, ungrateful, infincere, incapable
cither of love or friendfhip; a contem-
ner both of morality and.religion ; in
- fine, he was a libertine profefs’d. =~

His family was ancient and. honour- -
able, and from thence defcended to him .
. a very large eftate, which, without doing .
one generqus or benevolent action, he
. feem’d to take abundance of pains to get
rid of by the moft unheard of, and ridi-
culous extravagancies and vagaries.. .

" . The reader will perhaps imagine, that
..a charatter fuch as this, deferved not fo
articular a defcription ; nor fhould I

ave troubled him with: it had. there
aot been an abfolute neceffity of my do-

‘ M ;5 ing,
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ing fo, for reafons which will prefently
appear. - o

Jenny was at home alone one day;
lady Speck and mifs Wi were

one into the walks, but fome letters

¢ had received from London, which
required immediate anfwers, had hin-
der’d her from accompanying them ; ha-~
ving finifh’d what fhe had to do before
they réturn’d, fhe went down into the
garden, in order to refreth her fpirits
after the fatigue they had undergone, by
her writing fo much longer than fhe
was accuftom’d at one time.

She took a fhort promenade in the
great alley; but being in a contempla-
tive mood, retired into the arbout at the
- farther end of it 3 where, "as the reader
may remember, the performers in lord:

- Huntley’s interlude had been conceal’d =
: there could not, indeed, be a more proper
- fcene for indulging meditation, and g
was.juft beginning to fall inte ‘a very:
agreeable refvery, when on a fudden.
Celandine appear’d at the entranée of
the leafy bower, and accofted her “with .
“thefe lines, tranflated by himfelf, from a.
French. poet: S -

T ’ L Se
.
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So look’d Pomona when Vertumnus.
came,

And with immortal raptures clafp’d.
the dame.. ‘ '

As great a favourite as this yourg:
gallant was with moft of the women of
his acquaintance, Jenny had never been.
able to endure the fight of him, on ac-
<ount of his pert confident behaviour ;.
But 'his prefence was now. doubly unwel.
come to her, as there was nobody but
herfelf to entertain him, or to bear a.
part in the impertinent freedoms of his.
eonwverfation, and fhe could not forbear
giving him a look which might have
dafh’d the boldnefs of any other man,,
and. made him. quit. the place:.

But Celandine;, as has been before:
obferv’d, and Jenny in this vifit expe--
rienced to her coft, was none of thofe
who. were capable of being aw’d either
by looks or words; ’full of his own merit,
and puff’d up. with frequent fuccefis -
among the fair, he thought the whole

i {ex at his devotion ;that no woman could.
withftand his charms, and that the cold-
nefs. Jenny had always. treated him: with.
:as- no-more than an. affectation of lznq-

7 in public, which. on his making;
i g on s e
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the firft overtures of a paffion for her
would vanith in an inftant, and fhe would
drop into his arms as rain does from the
firmament.

¢ How kind is fortune to me, faid he,

¢ approaching her, in giving me this

¢ opportunity of fpeaking in private to

¢ my angel.’ ¢ If you are indebted to for-

¢ tune no greater favours, replied

¢ Jenny, you have but {mall caufe to .

¢ thank her bounty : But pray, continued

¢ fhe, how came you to be out of the
¢ walks this fine day, when all the world

¢ are there ? : _ :

¢ I might afk you the fame queftion,
¢ anfwered he, and equally wonder why
¢ 1 find the enchanting mifs Jeflamy
¢ here, mopeing in a folitiry fhade, and
¢ negledting ‘to increafe the number of
¢ her conquefts, and add new triumphs
¢ to her eyes ;—but I’ll tell yeu, pur-
¢ fued ‘he, ecatching held of her hand,—
_¢ it was fate,~—propitious fate, ordain’d
¢ it fo for both our happinefs ;—fome
- ¢ kind natured Demon put it into
¢ your head to ftay at home, and in
< mine to feek you here.

" He concluded thefe words with throw-
ing one of his arms about her neck, and
- ¢ begun
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began to Kkifs her with vehemence:
‘harad is it tofay, whether furprife or rage,
at being treated in this manner, was moft

redominant in her foul ;—fhe broke
rom him, and ftarting fome paces back,
‘¢ What means this rudenefs ? cried fhe,’
¢ —Give not fo harfh a name, rejoin’d
- ¢ he, to the emotions of the moft tender
¢ paffion that ever was.’—¢ A paffionfor
' ¢ ‘me, faid fhe, in a voice full of difdain.’
¢ Yes, — for you, replyed he, ftarin
- ¢ her in theface,—Did my eyes never.te
- « youthe fecret of my heart?’ < No, really,
¢ faid fhe,—I never examine into. the
¢ myfterious diale&t, nor defire to have
"¢ it explain’d.’ -

“With thefe words fhe was going hafti-

“ly out of the arbour, but. the nimble Ce-

landine at one jump got between her and

the entrance, and in fpite of all the re-

-fiftance fhe could make, forced her back

.~ to the bench where he had found her
- fitting, :

¢ No more prudery, cry’d he, — this
¢ pretended coynefs,—we are now alone,
- ¢ and the means of being {o.are not eafy
¢ to be found in fuch a place as Bath ;—
¢ do not then, by this unfeafonable re-
- ¢ ferve, make me lofethe golden gloxi-
- * ous opportunity " that Fleaven hat.fcnoti »
.- [ 3
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¢ of %iving you the moft fubffantial
¢ proofs how much my foul adores you,.
¢ —~how much I prize you above that
¢ Heaven itfelf.

It is as impoffible to paint the difirac-
tion Jenny was in, as it was for her to
exprefs it, or relieve herfelf from the
impending danger to which the was re-
duced. They were at too great a dif-
tance from the houfe for her cries to
alarm the family ;—he held her faft down.
on the feat, with his hands on both her
.fhoulders, the could only cali him monfter,,
villain ;—while he, regardlefs of her re-
proaches, utter’d things. which made her
modeft heart thudder at the found of.

To what horrid freedoms he might
have proceeded is uncertain ; a fudden.
ruftling among the branches, which twin-
ed abeut the latticed arbour, made him.
velax the hold he had taken of his fain
captive, and turn to fec what had occa-~ .
fion’d this interruption. Jenny loft not
‘the -inftant of her releafe, but rather “flew.
than ran out of that detefted place,,
when, juft at the entrance,. fhe was met by
a woman, or.to. {peak more properly, a.

- fury, arm’d with a penknife, which ﬂ;e)fhad
doubdef;g:lungzdhato the .bofom. of the
defencelefs fair, if Celandine, who was -

: . clofe
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elofe behind, had not been very quick in

'wrefting it from her hand.

¢ What fiend, thou eurfed cYeature,
¢« ery’d Celandine, has prompted thy ma-
¢ lice to attempt this execrable deed?”-
¢« What fiend but thyfelf,—thou worfe
¢ than devil,’ anfwer’d the, almoft foam-
ing at the mouth with paffion. Jenny

 frtay’d not to hear what further pafs’d

between them, but ran fcreaming down
the alley; lady Speck and mifs Wing-
man, accompazy’d by mr. Lovegrove,
enter’d the houfe at that very moment,
-and were the fult who came to her af-
fiftance. . '

Never were three people in greater con-
_ffernation than they; jenny, with arms:
‘extended .and garmemts all diforder’d,,
crying out for help ;—Celandine at fome:
diftance, with the utmoft confufion in his:
looks and at his feet 2 woman, who:
feem’d cither dead or in a fwoon ;—in
vain they inquired the accafion of all
this ;—Jenny was incapable of* fpeaking,,
by the fright which yet hung  upon her
fpirits ; intended murderefs by the:
condition fhe was in, and Celandine by

. . ) . . .
’ “.L;::-: Mg!’

wade A
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M. Lovegrove, who had more pre-.
fence of mind than any of the reft on
-this occafion, finding no anfwers. were -
given to their interrogatories, ftept for--
‘ward to convince himfelf if the perfon
-who lay upon the earth were alive or
.dead ; and this attion of his *twas. that
bably recover’d Celandine the ufe of
is tongue; but the firft and only token
-he gave of it, was to fay, it was 2 mad
woman, who had fome how or other
ained admittance; .and to defire the
ervants might be order’d to carry her
out of the houfe. ' .

Mr. Lovegrove having found the per-
fon he fpoke of in this manner was onlyin
-a’fainting fit, cry’d out, * Whatever fhe
¢ is, her figure, as well as the prefent
-¢ condition fhe is in, feems to demand
¢ rather campaflion than contempt.’—On
.this lady Speck and her fifter ran to af-
fift the charitable endeavour he was
.making for her recovery : but Jenny ftill
Jkeept at 2 good diftance ;. and Celandine,
who, for all his impudence, was net °
-provided with fit anfwers to the queftions.
-which were like to be put to him,, took
_ the opportunity of their being.: thus ens

gaged to fneak off, without giving any
- fotice of his going, :
. By
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* By this time the woman of the houfe,
with all the fervants, were got into the
garden; and among them the unhappy
ftranger was carried into a parlour and

~ laid "upon a couch, where proper reme-

dies being. apply’d, fhe came a little
to herfelf. ‘ '

CHAP XXIV.

Contains fome ;art- of the hiffory of

the . furious firanger, as told by bere

.

THE company, to whom Jenny had
. & now related the dangers fhe had ef-
caped, were very impatient to know the
:whole of this adventure; and perceiving
the perfon chiefly concerned in 1t was re-
.caver’d enough to be able to fatisfy their
.curiofity, began almotft all at once to afk
what had induced her to attempt fuch an
act of barbarity; but that unfortunate
creature had not the pewer, for a confi-
.derabletime, of making any other anfwer
-than a torrent of tears, which gufh’d.
from her eyes with fuch rapidity as drew
-compaffion even from Jenny herfelf.
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The violence of that paffion however, -

which fo"long had ftopp’d the paffage of
her words, having found this vent, fhe
entreated their pardon for the difturbance
fhe had caufed, and thanked the chari-
table relief that had been offer’d her, in
terms fo polite as made every one fee fhe
was not of the loweft rank in life.

Then turning to Jenny, —¢ But it is
¢ you, madam, I have moft offended,
¢ faid the ; Oh! had I perpetrated the
¢ horrid deed, Heaven fure muft have
¢ decreed fome new-and yet unpractifed
¢ torture for a crime like mine :>—Here
fhe ceafed to give way to fome fighs,
which were juft then forcing themfelves
from her affli¢ted bofom,—after which,
—¢ Yet, that Heaven to whom I now
¢ appeal, -cry’d fhe, is witnefs for me,
¢ as well as-my own confcious foul, that
¢ I was dlear of all malice, all premedita-
¢ ted defign againft you:—When I drew
¢ that curfed knife, I meant not to hurt
¢ your infiocence, but to do juftice to
¢ myfelf on the villian that was with you:
¢ —Seme demon in that inftant fure,
¢ turn’d my erring arm from its in-
¢ tended mark to fave his brother fiend.

¢ Wha

~

® e s e B
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¢ Who is this fiend,—this villian you
are fpeaking of? cry’d lady Speck
with {fome emotion.”—¢ Oh! there is no
name fo foul,—fo black as he deferves,
reply*d the other ;—but if you would
paint a wretch, in whom all vices, all
corruptions meet as in their center, —
then call him Celandine.’

N T N L L)

¢ Oh! ladies, continued fhe, ‘in the
extremeft agonies, Why will you fuf-
fer fuch a ferpent near you ?—Where-
ever he comes he brings deftruétion
with him, and bitternefs of heart with
everlafting infamy, are the legacies he
¢ leaves behind I’ : : .

N & & A a

It is probable fhe would have run on
with thefe exclamations mueh longer, if
mr. Lovegrove had not reminded her,
that as the perfon was not there, fhe
would do better to inform the compan
of the caufe of her complaint again
him ; ¢ For, faid he, you neither can be
¢ juftified nor he condemn’d in our:
¢ opinion, without your letting us inta -
¢ the fecret of his crime.’

¢ Alafs! anfwer'd fhe, burfting again

¢ into tears, neither his crime nor my
¢ fhame are fecrets to the world ; and as
' ¢Iam
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¢ I am before perfons of fo much ho- -
¢ nour and goodnefs, I have reafon to
¢ hope that a perfet knowledge of thofe
¢ unfortunate circumftances which brought
¢ on my undoing, will entitle me rather
¢ to compaffion than at all add to the
¢ contempt the late behaviour I have
¢ ‘been guilty of muft have excited.’

The ladies then, as well-as mr. Love-
grove, affured her, that fhe could no way
fo well attone for the confufion fhe had
given them, as by making them a faith-
ful narrative of the motives which had
induced her to it. : .

On this fhe endeavour’d to compofe
herfelf as much as pofible, and after a
paufe of a few minutes, in order. to re-
colle&t the paffages fhe was about to re-
late, began to do as fhe was defired, . in
thefe or the like terms : o

 The hiffory of Mrs. M.

¢« Y Will not detain your attention, fiid
¢ I this affli¢ted woman, -with any im-
¢ Fertinent particulars concerning a wretch
¢ fo unworthy as myfelf; but beg you
¢ will afford a patient hearing of fach as
¢ are abfolutely neceflary for the better
¢ underftanding my unhappy (tory.’l-

. “lw
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iwas the only daughter of a gentle-
1, who, being a younger fon, had no
er dependance than a poft in one of
: public offices; as helived up to the
-. ight of his income, I was left at his
deceafe, which happen’d when I was
about feventeen years of age, with no .
“other portion than a genteel education,
fome houfhold furniture, and a few
Jewels.” I had loft my mother in my
infancy, fo that I was altogether an
¢ orphan ;—my father’s brother, though -
¢ poflefs’d of a large eftate, declin’d ta-~
€ gi)ng'any care of me ; and 1 know not
¢ what would have become of me, if an-
¢ aynt, by my mother’s fide, ‘had not
"¢ been fo good to admit me into her fas
¢ mily to preferve me, as fhe faid, from
¢ falling into thofe temptations to which
¢ amaid of my years, and accounted nog

A A a0 an

¢ ugly, was liable to.be expofed. = .

¢ I had not lived quite two years with

¢ this kind relation, -before fome bufinefs
¢ brought frequently to her houfe a gen-
¢ tleman call’d: mr. M——, who you
.«“ﬁnui’c doubtlefs have heard of, as he
¢ makes a pretty confiderable figure in
¢ the Jaw ;~—he took a great fancy to me
¢ at firft fight, which afterwards grew
¢ upinto a paffion jr—in fine, he loved
. ¢ me
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¢ me upon the moft honourable terms ;
¢ ask’d leave of my aunt to make.his ad-
. ¢ drefles to me ; the match was too advan-
< tageous for a girl in my circumftances
¢ to be refus’d; fhe prefs’d me to it,
¢ and as neither his perfon nor conver-
¢ fation were difagreeable to me, I con-
¢ fcn;ed, and in a fhort time became his
¢ wife. )

¢ Few women, I believe, can boaft of
¢ more happinefs than I enjoy’d during
¢ the firft feven or eight mionths of our
¢ marriage ; my husband feem’d to have
¢ no other ftudy than that of obliging
¢ me 3 he was continually forming fome
¢ new fchemes of delight and entertain-
¢ ment for me; he never heard of an
¢ ornament of drefs or furniture, in ufe
¢ with the beau monde, but he bought
¢ and brought it home to me ; he could
¢ fcarce bear lofing the fight of mea
¢ moment ; and indeed, gave me more
$ of his comial:y than could well be
¢ fpared from his avocation. '

¢ But the extremes of any thing are

¢ feldom lafting; this exuberance of

¢ tranfported love, this frenzy of paf-
¢ fion, if I may call it fo, vanifh’d b

¢ very fwift degrees ; as fudden coldnefs

% almoft at once fucceeded, he treated

: me

-
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¢ me civilly, ’tis true, retrench’d no part
< of my expences, denied me nothing
¢ that I afk’d; but yet I found a mighty
¢ difference -between this-and his former
¢ behaviour ¢ ah, how dangerous it is
- ¢ for men to begin with demonftrations
¢-of a fondnefs which they cannot per-
¢ fevere in ; I was young, vain, inconfi-
¢ derate 3 I expefted the fame affiduity
¢ to pleafe, the fame raptures as at firft,
¢ and could not brook the difappoint-
¢ ment. .

"¢ I complain’d of this change of my
¢ condition to a female friend of more
¢ years and experience than myfelf; at
t firft fhe laugh’d at me, and told me
¢ that nothing. was more comymon, and
¢ that fhe had often wonder’d mr. M—
¢ held out the honey-moon fo long.

¢ This putting me beyond all pa-
¢ tience,’ % Do not be fgymuch’ outP of
¢¢ humout, faid fhe ; your caufe is but
¢« the fame with other women, and I
s¢ believe I can direct you to a courfe
¢« that will infallibly . retrieve all; it is
<« the nature of mankind, continued fhe,
¢ to be rampant in the purfuit of their
« wifhes, but languid in the full pof-
% feffion of them ; you muft give your
$¢ husband room to apprehend he is mg

» (1}
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¢ fo fecure of your heart as he Ras
¢« imagined ; toy with fome pretty fellow
¢« before his face, fend often for him,
¢ and affet to be uncafy till you fee
¢ him ; this will - roufe your husband
¢« if any thing will do it ; jealoufy new
¢« points the darts of love, and whets
¢ the edge of fatiated defire, according
¢ to the poet: ‘

They dearl pﬁze, what they once
fear to lofe. - :

¢ I greedily {fwallow’d this falfe doc-
¢ trine, continued mrs. M— with a deep
¢ figh, and immediately refolv’d on ma-
¢ king the experiment : Celandine, whofe
¢ perfon I have no occafion to give a
¢ particular defcription of, as. you all
¢ know him, fcemed form’d by. nature
¢ for the purpofe I intended.

¢ He came frequently. to our houfe,
¢ my husband always treated him with
¢ ‘the extremeft refpeét, as indeed he had
¢ ‘good reafon te do, being indebted for
¢ his firft fetting out in the world, in the
¢ handfome manner he did, to the father
¢ of Celandine, whom both his parents
¢ had ferved, the one in quality of a
¢ fteward, the other of houfe-keeper;
% the favours conferr’d on mr, Me—s-,
N ¢ even

R .
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¢ even from his infancy by that old
¢ gentleman, were fuch as made many
¢ people fufpect there was a nearer affi-
¢ nity  between them than was for
* my mother-in-law’s honour to ac-

* knowledge ; be that, however, as it -

¢ may, it is not my bufinefs to infpe&
¢ into the faults of others, but bewail
¢ my own.

- . ¢ T had hitherto behaved towards my
¢ husband’s young patron, for fo he al-
¢ ways call’d him, with the referve be-
¢ coming the married woman ; but now,

" '¢ according to the pérnicious advice [

¢ had received, I puton the moft light
¢ airs before him; and look’d and
¢ talk’d in fuch a manner as might have
¢ made a man, of muchlefs vanity than
¢ he is endued with, imagine me to be
¢ moft paffionately in love with him.

¢ Whether my husband had really too

¢ much indifference for me to regard any

¢ -thing I did, orwhether he thought the

¢ extraordinary civilities I fhew’d to his
¢ friend were merely to oblige him, I can-
¢ not be certain ; all I can gc is, -that he

¢ took not the leaft notice oty this change

- ¢ in my conduét, nor could I perceive any
¢ alteration in his carriage to me upon:
¢ i‘o L :

Vox.: L N ¢ But

. - S P —
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¢ But Celandine,. who thought me all
¢ devoted to him, was not of a humour
¢ to lofe any part of the triumph of his
¢ new conqueft ; he afliduoufly watch’d
-¢ every opportunity of being alene with
¢ me, return’d the pretended adwvances
. ¢ I had made him with all the ardour
¢ of a man tranfported with them ; till
¢ at laft my heart became fufceptible .
4 of the guilty flame, and what [ had
¢ fo fatally affetted grew into reality™
¢ in fine, I loved hitn, was too weak to
¢ refitt the dictates of my paffion, and
¢ became a prey to the worft monfter
¢ that ever wore the fhape of man.’

"Here mrs. M became unable te
roceed, fhe was not fo entirely loft to
all fenfe of honour and virtue as notte
feel an extreme fhock at the remembrapce
of what fhe was about to repeat ; thame
and confuffion ovcrwhglm’?&hcrhwt,
and threw her into a fecond fainting,
from which fhe was not without fome
difficulty recover’d, '
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CHAP XXV

Contains a continuation of mrs, M—'s
adventures.

H E unfortunate mrs, Me———, ha-

ving once more regain’d the power
and utterance, made a handfome apology
for that interruption- which grief and
thame had occafion’d in her recital, and
then profecuted it in the following
manner: -

- ¢ It may feem ftrange, perhaps, faid
¢ fhe, that with my innocence 1 fhould
¢ lofe all dif¢retion too ; yet fo it was, -
¢ fond even to madnefsof my undoer, and
felf fatisfied with my crime, I thought
- of nothing, regarded nothing, ftudied
nothing, buthow to gain frefh opportu-
" nities of repeating it : whenever my
- husband was abroad, asof late he had but
.teo often been fo, I fent qver half the_ -
town in fearch of Celandine ; if he was
not found, the ill humour I was in fuffi-
- ciently’ w@hified to all about me my.
-impatjence* for the difappointment;’
and whenever he was with me, ‘we'
were conftantly lock’d up together, and
.- . . Na ¢ all

‘Oﬂoya.aqqaﬁbq

-



268  The HISTORY of

¢ all who came to vifit me were deny’d
¢ accefs.

¢« All this, as may eafily be fuppofed,
¢ could be no fecret ; -fome of my ac-
¢ quaiptance contented themfelves with
< qunning my converfation ; others ftill
" kept me company, but it was only to
¢ have the more opportunity of feeing
¢ and expofing my folly : I became the
¢ derifion even of my own fervants, as
¢ 1 eafily have perccived by the little obe-
¢, dience they paid to-my commands and
¢ the pert anfwers they gave, which were
« alfo accompanied with fleering coun-
¢ tenances and malicious grins, when-
¢.cver ] went about to exert my autho-
¢ rity over them as a miftrefs. Oh, how
¢ great was my infatuation ! I can now,.
© with aftonifh’d eyes, behold all thefe-
¢ things diftinCtly 3 but at that time was
¢ blind to all that conduced not to the
¢ gratification of my love ; or, as I then
s %attcr’d myfelf, rewarding that of the
¢ man whom I confider’d as the moft:
¢ faithful, as well as the molt charming
¢ of his fex” . - »
" Here the tears began again to flow,
but fhe foon dry’d them up, and pur-
fued the thread of her difcourfe.

[ My
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¢ My husband, I believe, tontinued
¢ fhe, was the laft perfon fenfible of rhe
¢ difhongur I. had brought upon him §
¢ ‘but he could not long efcap: the heur-
¢ ing of what, had he not ULeen blinded
¢ by his too good opinion either of my -
¢ felf or Celandine, he needed not to

- ¢ have beentold. Iam apt to think how-

¢: ever, that he gave not an ent’r: credic’
* to the ftory, for jf he had he wouid
¢ not have taken the pains he did to be
¢ convinced. 7
¢ He left Celandine with me one day,
¢ pretending that fome very extraordi-
¢ nary bufinefs call’d him abroad; but,’
¢ inftead of going our, went and con-’
¢ ceal’d himfelf in a clofet within our’
¢ bed-chamber, into which; thinking our-
¢ felves perfeétly fecure, we retir’d {fuon’
¢ after his fuppofed departure : we had
¢ not been there many minutes before he
¢ rufh’d out, and furprifed us in 2 man-" .
¢ ner as could admit no doubt of the'
¢ crime we were guilty of; Celandine
¢ fnatch’d up his fword which lay in
¢ the window, and immediatly drew it,
¢ expetting he fhould have occafion to’
¢ ufe it ; but my husband in the fame
¢ moment eafed bis apprehenfions on that’
¢ {core, by faying, with a voice which
N 3 ¢ had
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¢ had more of griet than anger in i, -
“ — Put up, fir, I have not forgot the
“ obligations 1 have to your family, and-.
“ am only forryto find you have taken -
¢ this method to acquit me of them ;
¢ all I defire is, that you will leave my
~* houfe direétly, and that from hence-
- forward we may be utter ftrangers.”
¢ w—Celandine was in too much confu-:
¢ fior to make any anfwer, and went
¢ away with all the fpeed he could.

“ As for my wretched fclf, — fear,
¢ which one would think fhould rather
¢ have given wings to my féet, ahd made
¢ me fly the prefence of an injured huf~
¢ band, riveted me to the bedfide on
¢ which I was fitting'; my blood was
¢ all congeral’d, my fpirits ceas’d to epe-
t rate ; he upbraided my ingratitude and

petfidioufnefs in terms which I muft

confefs .they merited'; 1 heard all he
faid, but had it not in my power to
make the leaft reply, or to excufe, or
defend my crime, had it been in’
words to do eithér ; but at that time

" was indeed bereft of fpeech as well

s motion. Having vented fome part

f his indignation in revilings, he Sung’
it of the room, and Jeft me in the
ndition | have defcribed. -

No
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" * No ftupidity fure ever equalled mine ;
¢ a'death like numbnefs had feiz’d all my
¢ faculties ; what little fenfe I had was -
¢ bewildered and confufed; I could not
¢ even reflet on the misfortune to which
¢ my folly had reduced me, much lefs
¢ contrive any means to render them

¢ more fupportable. ;

¢« How long 1 remain’d, or how much
¢ longer I fhould have remain’d in this
¢ lethargy of mind I know not ; but
¢ it was almoft dark when [ was rous’d
¢ out of it by the fudden appearance of' -
¢ an elderly woman, a relation .of my
¢ husband’s, who with a ftérn voice and
¢ countenance told e, that the was fent -
¢ by him to take care of his family ;
¢ and that I muft immedihtely go out
¢ of the houfe. ‘

¢ This meflage, and the “manner-in
¢ which it was deliver’d, ftung me to
¢ the very foul; rage and difdain now
¢ quickened every nerve, I was all on
¢ fire, and raved againft mr. M in
¢ terms which- would have made-any one
¢« who heard me think, that it was myfelf,
¢ not he, who was the injured perfon.

N}’, ¢t To .
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¢ To this fhe coolly anfwer’d, that it
¢ was not her bufinefs to argue with me
¢ on thefe points; that fhe had difchar-
¢ ged her comm flion in fignifying my
¢ husband’s pleafure to me ; which, fince
¢ I did not think fit to comply with, he
¢ muft come himfelf and put an end to
s the difpute; adding, that he was not
« far off, and fhe would fend direétly
¢ for him.

¢ All my courage again forfook me,
¢ the fight of my husband at this time
« was more dreadful to me than any

% thing I could fuffer in being banith’d

« from him; befides, my reafon now
¢ convinced me, that after fo full a de-
* tection of my crime, I could not hope
¢ to live under the fame roof with him ;
< at leaft not till a long feries of peni-
¢ tence and fubmijffions %hould give me
* a title to his. forgivenefs ; I therefore
* called the woman back, perceiving the
* was going to do as fhe had faid, and
¢ told her, that fince it was my husband’s
¢ will I fhould depart, I would not pro-
¢ voke him by my difobedience.

¢ In fpeaking thefe words T ftarted up, |
4« went to the drawers, put a night-mob

. ¢ in my pocket, hurried on my capu-

chin,
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¢ chin, order’d a coach to be call’d, and
¢ feem’d in as much hafte tobe gone as
¢ my husband was to get rid of me;
¢ while I was doing this his kinfwoman
¢ defired I would take the keys with me,
¢ faying, thatif I fen: them in the morn-
¢ ing fhe had orders to let me have
¢ every thing belonging to me.

s¢ Very well, reply’d 1 carelefsly, 1
¢¢ fhall know in the morning what I
#¢ have todo.” The coach being at the
¢ door I ftept haftily into it, and made
¢ the fellow drive me to a milliner’s in
¢ Covent-Garden, whofe cuftomer I had
¢ been for a confiderable time.

- ¢« I chofe this woman’s houfe for an
¢ afylom in my prefent diftrefs, not da.
¢ ring to apply. to any one of my rela-
¢ tions ; nor did I think it proper as yet
¢ to truft her with the whole fecret of
¢ my guilt and my misfortunes ; I only
¢ told her, that I had-a quasrel with my
¢ husband and had fwere not to flee
« with him that night fo defired fhe
¢« would be hofpitable enough to afford
¢« me a bed, as I knew fhe had onc te

¢ {pare. ' : S

¢ The former part. of that night [, pat
¢ in the moft cruel agitations, but to-
N s - wards

3
’
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¢ wards the latter grew fomewhat more
¢ compofed ; the vivacity of my temper
¢ reprefented to me, that 1 was not the
¢ firft woman who had liv’d in a ftate of
$ feparation from her husband; that the
¢ difcourfe of thefe things was foon over
¢ that I had a lover who would always
¢ fupply me with the neceffaries of life 3
¢ and that the lofs of reputation would

¢ be attoned for by the endearments of

¢ fo worthy a man : thus, alafs! wasm
¢ judgment mifguided by my fond .
¢ fion for that ungrateful wretch,

¢ I difpatch’d a meffenger to him next
¢ morning, he came immediately, defired
¢1 ,woulg provide a handfome lodging
¢ -for myfelt ; and affured me, witha thou-
¢ fand proteftations, that his purfe and his

¢ perfon fhould always be at my devo-"

¢ tion : notwithftanding this 1 wrote to
¢ my husband, ¢icufing my tranfgreffion
¢ as well as I was able; he fent me'all
¢ the things I had left behind; but re-
< turn*d for anfwer to my letter, that he
¢ was determined never to fee my face
* again 3 and that alt he would do for
« me was to pay fer my board, on con-
¢ dition I would retire to a farm-houfe
¢ an hundred and fifty miles from Lon-
¢ dcm, and never more come back.

¢ Ghadly
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¢ Gladly therefore I accepted of Celan-
¢ dine’s offer,«~~hired an apartment, and
¢ thought myfelf as happy as a woman
¢ in my cireumftances could be.—I was,
¢ indeed, but too well fatisfied with my
¢ condition ;—I wanted for nothing that
¢ ‘1. defired, and had more than I could -
¢ have expe@ed of the company of the
¢ man I priz’d abeve the world :—but
¢ alafs! thefe golden days were of a fhort ’
¢ continuance,~-too féon I found, by fad
¢ experience, that a lover, as well as 4

¢ husband, could grow cool on a furé
- * poffeflion.’

¢ 1 cannot, however, accufe him of be+
* ing aniggard to me .in his allowance
¢ for my lizuppc'ﬁ-t-, but loving him to
¢ that excefs 1 did, it was an adequate

s geturn of love which alone eould make
¢ me truly bleft.” ¢ o

¢ Atlaft he tatk’d of going to Bath ;

¢ 1 wettify’d an extreme defire of accome
¢ panying him 3 but he,endeavour’d to
¢ put me off, by pretences which feem’d
¢ to me very trifling, till I infifting upon.
¢ his taking me with him, he plainly
¢ told me that I muft not think of i,
¢ for he was to go with perfons by whom
* '*it’'was wholly improper I ﬁmmlc}c Be
. . . . L] (419
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¢ feen. I wept, but he was not foftened

- by my tears, only laying ten guineas
¢ on the table bid bcco:;%le myfelf with

¢ that till his return, and then took his

* leave with the fame carelefs air as he
¢ could have done of the moft flight ac-
¢ quaintance.’

¢ Judge how fevere a ftab this muft
. %vc both to my love and pride;—I
¢ faw, by the manner of his refufing, that
¢ there was fomethingmore at the bottom

¢ than he made fhew of, and refolved to.

¢ fathom it whatever thould be the eveat ;
¢ —accordingly, as he left London one
*¢ day in.a poft-chaife I follow’d the next
¢ in the ftage-coach.’ ’ .

" Here the reflection - on thofe ﬁilci

lengths, to which the folly of her pafiioa’

had tranfported -her, made her again un-
able to proceed, and she company were
obliged to give a truce to their curiofity
ill the recover’d herfelf enough to goon
with her narrative, in.the maoner which
will be feen in the fucceeding chapter.

b
)

.. " CHABP.

fosmery v -
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CHAP. XXVL

Will gratify the readers impatience
“ avith the conclufon of mrs. M---’s

biflory ; and alfo with what effecis
.the recital (y/ it produced in the
‘minds of thofe who beard it. *

Y~ HE unfortunate mrs. M- having
; - dried up her tears, and made the-
i beft apology the could to the ladies for

this interruption, refumed her difcourfe
in thefe words: - A

.. - ¢Itook up my lodgings on my ar-
& rival here, faid the, at the inn where [
¢ alighted, and fent immediately in
¢ fearch of Celandine ;—he came the next
¢ day, but his looks, before he fpoke,
¢ made me know how little he was plea- -
¢ fed with feeing me, ¢ I thought ma.
¢ dam, faid he, I faid enough to pre-
¢¢ vent you from coming hither; and am -
i ¢¢ furprizcd you fhould a& in a manner
¢ fo contraty to my inclination.”

} ¢1 told him, that I found it impofe
* fible to live fo long a2 time without. hiny
- " ¢and
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¢ and a great deal of fuch fond idle ftuff,
. ¢ which he as little re%ardcd as indeed
¢ it deferved ; —he infifted on my re-
Sturn to ILondon the next morning;
¢ which after fome tears, I at laft pro-
* mifed to do, on condition that he
¢ would dine with me that day. It was
¢ with fome difficulty I prevaiPd upon
¢ him to give me his company, even for
¢ the few hours I requefted it ;——nor
¢ would I have taken fo much psins.to
_« obtain fo fmall a favour, if I had  not
¢ flatter’d myfelf with being able to win
< him yet further to my puepofe.”

¢« But my hopes deceived fhe,—in vaia

¢« 1 try’d all the arts that love infpir'd me

¢ with,—he was inflexible to all my in-

¢ treaties,~—unmoved by my indearments,

¢ and treated all I faid to him en the fcore
¢ of my ftaying here with fo much con-

¢ tempt, that the pride and fpirit which

¢ my paffion for him had but teo mueh

¢ quell’d, began to roufe themfelves in

«.me ;—I told hitn that he had no right

¢ to prefcribe the place of my refidenee ;

. ¢ that Bath was equally as free for me as
¢ for himfelf ; and that | would not leave

¢ it. On this he ftarted up, and with 4

¢ countenance full of fpite,—¢¢ *Tis very

« well, faid he, you thén may ftay ; bt

s« fancy you will fiad it extremely diffi-

E i < cult
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. & cultto fupport yourfelf either here or
« ¢¢ any where elfe: without my affiftance,

, ¢ which you may be affured I fhall ne-
.~ ¢ ver afford to one who afs in oppo-
| ¢ fition to my will.”

¢ The confideration of ‘my wretched
¢ circumftances made me tremble at this
¢ memace, and againreduced me to fub-
< miffion ; 1 implored his pardon for
* the rathnefs of my paffion, and pro-
<« mifed I would hereatter do in everj
¢ thing as he would have me; this paci-
¢ fied him; and fitting down again, «1I
¢« would have you, faid he, behave fike
$¢ 'a reafonable woman, and one who
“¢ knows the worldy our amour has
«¢ been of a long continuance, and you
¢¢ cannot expe¢t a3 man-like me-fhould
« always confine himfelf to ‘one objeét?
¢ to deal fincerely with you, I am "here
¢ on the invitation of a woman of con-
¢¢ dition, whom I have the good fortune
« to be well with ; if you offér to ‘inter-
« fere with my pleafures I have.done
<« with you for ever; thérefore, it depends
¢¢ entirely on youtfelf to keep me your
<¢ friend or not. . S

¢ It is amazing, even to myfelf, to
¢ think how I had the power to conceal
-4 the agonles which rent my heart d::
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¢ this impudent declaration ; yet it is
¢ certain that I did fo: I avow’d-to do
¢ every thing he required of me, and
- ¢ to regulate my condu& henceforward
¢ fo as never to offend him ; he feem’d
¢ pleas’d with my affurance, put five
¢ guineas into my hand to-defray the un-
« neceffary expence, as he called it, of
¢ my coming hither, gave me a kif,
¢ with’d me a good journey to London,
¢ and then left me to indulge the traaf-

¢ ports of a rage the more violent for -

- ¢ having been fupprefs’d.
' . -t -
" ¢ T did not, however, wafte much time
¢ in giving way to emotions which would
¢ peither avail my love or my revenge ;
¢ to think of doing what I had promifed
< to him was far from me ; I refolved to
¢ fee the face that had fupplanted me in
¢ his affeCtions 3 how afterwards I would
¢« behave I did not then confider : this
¢« was the firft great point on which my
¢ foul was fixX’d ; and to accomplifh it
« went that evening and hired a lodging
¢« in the moft private part of the town:
& the people of the houfe, on my fignify-
¢ing to them that I wanted an adroit .
¢ boy, or young fellow, fo run on errands
s,and-wait on me while I ftay’d-at Bath,
-« were 'fo kind o help me to one exadtly
+% fit, for my purpoles be had been a
. ¢ waiter

atl
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¢ waiter in a coffec-houfe lat feafon

¢ when Celandine was here, and knew
¢ him perfectly well.

. ¢ The chief bufinefs I employed him
¢ in was to ftand centry near the houfe
¢ where Celandine lodg’d, to watch him
¢ wherever he went, to find out the
¢ names and charatters of the pe:fons he
¢ vifited, and to bring me an exatt ac-
¢ count. . '

¢ By the diligence of this emiffary I
¢ difcover'd that he- vifited here every
¢ day ; that he conftantly attended three
¢ ladies from hence to the walks—the
¢ long room—the  play, and all _public-
¢ places ; that one of thefe ladies he
¢ feem’d moft particularly attached to ;

¢ and that fhe was call’d lady Speck.

. Mr. Lavegrove turn’d his eyes on lady -
Speck,.at thefe words, withy'fome fur-

~ prife ; the was in a good deal of confu-

fion and cried out, ¢ Your fpy was mif<
¢ taken in his intelligence in this point,
¢ his attachment was equal to us all,
¢ and I dare fay was equally regarded.’

¢ Pardon me, madam, refumed the un-

¢ fortunate hiftorian ; I knew not then,
* por am yet certain to which of you
, . ¢ the
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¢ the name of lady Speck belongs 3 you .
¢ will not wonder, that in thofe moments
¢ of my jealousrage, I with’d deftru@ion
¢ on the charms that had undone me;
¢-but this unlucky day above all I was
¢ leaf} able to command my paffion ; the’
¢ boy brought me word that he had feen
¢ Celandine in the walks with two of
¢ you, whom prefently he quitted and
¢ hurried to ' this houe ; om which I
¢ concluded the third lady who ftay’d ar
¢ home, and to whom he was in fo
¢ much hafté to retire, was the perfon
¢ who I thould henceforth lobk on a¢
¢ my rival ; and av that inftant fired
<. with émotions, «tv which reafon can'
s-ftt mo bounds, 1 mufled myfelf up'
¢ 43 you fec, ran through the:ftreets like’
¢ one broke lodfe from Bedlam ; on'my
¢ coming here I found the door open, &
¢ fervant-maid was doing fomething in
¢ thé¢ hall, and on- my enquiring for
¢ Celandire. fhe toid me he had camein
< a little before, and the belicved was
¢ then in the arbour -at the lower end
¢ of the garden, for the "had feen him
¢ pafs that way ; I flew direlily to the
¢ place fhe mention’d ; but the fury I
¢ was in had fo blinded me that I did
- ¢ ot teadily perccive the entrance; I
¢ heard the voice of my perfidious lover,
¢. and thruft my -head through the !atticcé '
- (4 an
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¢ and my whole bedy -had certainly
¢ broke through that flender partition,
¢ if thofe who occafion’d my defpair had
¢ not that moment rufh’d out of the
¢ plage : at this fight -diftraltion took
¢ pofieffion of my brain ; all hell and
¢ its worft furies were in my heart; I
¢ drew my penknife, refolved to fheath’
¢ it in the villian’s breaft ; but I know
¢ not how it was, continued fhe, addref-
¢ {ing herfelfto. Jenny, you, madam, were
¢ neareft to me, and the blow I meant
¢ for him, in my miftaken rage was
¢ aim’d at you; what follow’d I am
¢« wholly ignorant of ; for my difappoint-
¢ ed rage recoiling upon mylklf, together
* with the rude glow the wvillain gave .
¢ me in wrefting' the pemknife from my
¢ hand, flopp’d all the {prings of life,
¢ till yotir charitable endeavours. put them
¢ again inrmotion, and called me back to
¢ fenfe; - to fhame, to mifery, and. the
¢ racks of thought.’ : :

_ Thusdad mrs. M—-— conclude her

tedious narrative ; but did not give over
fpeaking till the afrefh’ intreated par-
on of the company for the cifturbance
fhe had occafion’d in the family, and of
Jenny in particular, who had fuffer’d
moft through the extravagance fhe had
been guilty of ; to which that young
o lady
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lady, with a great deal of fweetnefs, tho’
not without fome bluthes at the remem-
brance ot Celandine’s behaviour, reply’d
i1 thefe terms : ¢ I can eafily forgive the
¢ fright you put me into, faid fhe, as I
¢ know not but it was your feafonable
¢ interruption which chiefly preferved
¢ me from a worfe mifchief than that
¢ which T was threaten’d with by your
¢ miftaken jealoufy.’ -

¢ I did not know, my dear, faid mifs
¢ Wingman with a gay air, that the in-
¢ clinations of Celandine were devoted
¢ to you ; or ‘that he left us {0 abruptly
¢ in the walks on purpofe to have the
¢ pleafure of entertaining you alone.”
genny was about to' make fome anfwer,
ut was prevented by mr. Lovegrove,
who haftily taking up the word, cried
¢ out, ’Tis difficult, madam, to know the
¢ realinclinations of a man fuch a Celan-
¢ dine; for I take him to be oneof thofe
¢ {o elegantly defcribed by mr. Rowe in
¢-his play call’d the Fair Penitent:

A finging, dancing, worthlefs tribe
they are, '

Who talk of beautics that they never
faw,

And boaft of favours that thzy ne’er

enjoy’d. . )
joy” | n

e,
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In repeating thefe lines he fix’d his
eyes on lady Speck, who feeming more
.than ordinarily penfive, and making no '
anfwer, he wenton ; ¢ The poet, refum’d
¢ he, throughout that whole performance,
-¢ fhews himfelf very much a friend to the
¢ ladies, efpecially when gives them this
% advice : ’

- Were you, ye fair, but cautious whom
you truft,

* Would you but think how feldom
fools are juft,

. -So many of your fex would not in

) vain,
"~ Of faithlefs men and broken vows
complain,
Of all the various wretches love h
made, - » . N
How few have been by men of fenfe
betray’d ; - :

Convinc’d by reafon, they your
power -confefs, , B
Pleas’d to be happy as you’re pleas’d

~ _toblefs, ‘ .

And confcious of your worth can|
~ never love you lefs,

. Here enfued a filence, which perhaps
had continued yet longer if it had nes
been broke by mifs Wingman, that
young lady having. her .thoughts more
at liberty than any of the reft of the.
;’ N ’ : . »company.
R
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company, and who indeed Ioved talking
fo well, that it was a pain to her to for-
bear it for “any confidérable time. Turn-
ing towards mes.: Me——, ¢ I am fur-
¢ prifed, madam, faid ‘the, that your un-
¢ faithful lover having the ¢onftdence to
¢ avow his guilt, by telling you thar he
¢ came down to Bath on the invitation
¢ of a woman of fafhion, that you had
¢ not the curiofity to afk him the name
¢ and quality of the perfon for whofe
¢ fake you were undone ; fince he had fo
¢ lictle difcretion as to let you into one
¢ Kart of the fecret, he would certainly
¢ have made you acquainted with the
¢ whole, if you had defired it.”

¢ It muft be confefs’d, rejoined Jenny,
¢ that fuch an epuiry would have been
¢ highly natural in mrs.-M ; and, if
¢ anfwer'd to her fatisfaltion, might have -
¢“faved her the trouble of employing
¢ an emiffary to watch the motioas of
¢ Celandine ; but for my- part, ' have
¢ little caufe to wifh it had been o}
¢ fince it was to her 'miftaken. jesaloufy
¢ 1 was indebted -for the: feafonable relief
"¢ I received from the infolent imperti-
¢ pencies of that vain and unworthy cox-
¢ comb.’ e ’

. «Tt is alfo pofible; madam, cried mr.
- ¢ Lovegrove, inan extraordinary emot}cn 3
‘ ' ‘ ¢ fuch

e e —
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¢ fuch an eclaircifement might have been .
¢ attended  with worfe confequences than
¢ you think on. Whocan tell, added he
¢ with ftill more vehemence, but that he

- ¢ might have mention’d the name of

¢ fome lady who wants not ‘an- admirer
¢ zealous enough to have vindicated her
¢ reputation at the expence of his own
¢ life or that of the traducer ?’

¢ I know not, replied mrs. M— figh-
£ ing, what confequences may have been

R g:evcmrd, or what might have enfued
L]

y the difcovery-of my rival; but this T
¢ am certain of, that I was fo fhock’d at
¢ his ingratitude, fo aftonifh’d at his
¢ affurance, and fo terrified with his me- -
¢ naces, that I had then neither prefence
¢ of mind nor couraggto put the queftion
¢ to him.’ *

\

Lady Specki\wh;a had not f"poke one

* fyliable for a -confiderable time, now af-

fdtted a prodigious gaity du ceeur, « The
¢ demand. you mean, faid-fle; I believe
~would hdve:béen to very little purpofe;
¢.1 dare anfwer Celarndine would have
¢ been. ftrangely puzzled to have inform-
¢ ed you in’ any particulars of the fond
¢ lady for. whofe fake he came to Bath
¢ men of his romantic difpofition’ wor-
¢ fhip images of their own formation ;
¢ boaft of vifiopary favours, and take s

' ¢ much
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_ ¢ much pleafure in the fhadow as others
¢ do in the fubftance.

¢ True, madam, cried mr. Lovegrove
¢ graw:ly’; but if ’they fhould happen to
¢ affign real names to their ideal miftreffes,

¢ what but the blood of fuch 2 villain

¢ could attone for his prefumption 2 -
No reply was made to this; and .rm,s.

" M~ thinking it would beft become her

to take leave of the company, which fhe
did in the moft refpetful manner, every
body affured her they pity’d her misfor-
tunes, and that they fincerely with’d fome-

thing mighe happen to.extricate her from -

the labyrinth in which fhe was at prefent
involv’d, o R

" Aftgr fhe was gone, there foon re-
main’d none but mifs Wingman and
Jenny to maintain a-copverfation ; mr.
Lovegrove, a good deal difconcerted at
fome paffages he had heard related by
.mrs, M——, pretending bufinefs call’d
- him, went away ; and lady Speck, who
was extremely " out of humour, and had
been at fome pain to -conceal it, took
this opportunity of retiring to her clofet,
in ordcr to compefe the troubles of her

" mind.

. o End of ;bi"vaig'ifVoxqu'x..'
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